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LETTERto the Editor
Dear Ed

When I came to Bristol in 1971, on a 
three-year contract to work in the PE 
department at Bristol University, little did 
I realise that I would still be here 48 years 
later.  Neither did I realise that I, a staunch 
Lancastrian and life member of Lancashire 
RFU, would end up on the Gloucester-
shire RFU Executive Committee.

How I ended up being Director 
of Sport, Exercise and Health at the 
University is one story; the rugby one is 
something different, but that also gave me 
a huge amount of pleasure.

In 1978, I became a Senior and, 
subsequently, a staff coach for the RFU.  
I was not very happy with the coaching 
courses taking place at that time.  Indeed, 
coaching in rugby was still in its infancy. 

Being involved in rugby anyway, it didn’t 
take long for me to come across Russ 
Hillier of Stroud.  He and I talked about 
setting up a Gloucestershire Coaching 
Association and, in no time at all, I was 
organising a residential coaching weekend 
at Coombe Dingle.  The big difference 
between this and other RFU courses, 
was that ours was not for a coaching 
qualification or any specific people.  
Anyone could attend; players, school 
teachers and club coaches alike, as long 
as they wanted to learn more about 
coaching rugby.  

It was a huge success and, over the 
years that followed, some of the finest 
coaches in the world joined us.  The likes 
of Pierre Villepreux, Jim Greenwood, 
Brian O’Shea etc - people most of your 
readers will not have heard of!!  In later 
years, Brian Ashton and others more 
likely to be known nowadays, made their 
contribution.

After about 8 years, we were asked by 
Somerset if they could join us.  In no time 
at all, with Chalkie White now working 
in the South West as Regional Technical 
Adviser, it became the South West 
Course.  Despite this, it still remained a 
Gloucester-shire thing.  We ran the course 
for 18 years and many people booked the 

weekend away 
from their wives 
a year ahead!

One outcome 
of the County 
Coaching 
Association 
was that, for 
the first time, 
Gloucestershire 
started taking 
coaching 
seriously.  As a result, I was invited to take 
a place on the County Executive.  This 
was a big move back in the early 1980s.  
I came off after a while because of other 
commitments, but the County continued 
to support the Coaching Association 
and its activities.  There is no doubt that 
Gloucestershire was way ahead of any 
other Constituent Body at the time.

Looking back at the coaching weekends 
we ran, along with monthly half-day 
courses, which were also hugely popular, 
I somehow believe there is room now 
for something similar.  A course, providing 
opportunities to learn more about the 
game, but not for any specific qualification, 
would definitely appeal.

In closing, I must own up to something 
that might have me branded as a 
traitor.  In 1973, Gloucestershire 
played Lancashire in the County Final 
at Bristol.  John Burgess, the Lancashire 
and subsequent England Coach, asked 
me if I would do some ‘homework’ on 
the Gloucestershire team. This I did, 
producing several pages of notes about 
players and the way the team played.  I 
don’t wish to claim credit for Lancashire’s 
17-12 victory, plus I don’t feel guilty about 
attending the victory party in the Swallow 
Royal Hotel that night.  However, when 
I was asked to do something similar 
the following year, when the same two 
teams met again in the Final, this time at 
Blundellsands, Waterloo’s ground, I turned 
down the request.  Gloucestershire won 
22-12 and I don’t claim credit for that 
either!’  
from Bob Reeves ex RFU President
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NEW RECRUITS TO GRFU MANAGEMENT BOARD
We are delighted to welcome six new members of the GRFU Management 
Board who will, no doubt, bring fresh ideas and practices to the rugby played 
within Gloucestershire.  Please be sure to make yourselves known to them 
should you see them at your club or at a GRFU event. Or email them for any 
help you might need.

Tom Nurse – RugbySafe Lead – [rugbysafe@grfu.org  07598 989967]
After a 25-year break from playing school rugby 

and for Gordon League, Tom returned to the game 
after seeing O2 Touch Rugby advertised in the Fan 
Zone during the last WRC held in Gloucester. 

Minchinhampton RFC was the host club and it 
happened to be on his way home from work each 
Thursday night.  Straight away the club embraced 
him and within a short period Tom was also playing 
for the Men’s 2nd XV (Rams); his highlight during 
this time was to play at Twickenham in an O2 Touch 
Festival. 

Unfortunately, Tom developed cancer in the 
Spinal Cord and had to cut short his return to the game.  After 6 months in 
Southmead and Salisbury hospitals, he returned home and pitch side to watch 
his eldest son playing in the Under 6s. 

The club then offered Tom the role of Safeguarding Officer which led, last 
year, to winning a Mitsubishi Volunteer award for his efforts. 

As his physical strength improved, Tom became more involved in coaching 
his son at Minch and at a new After School Club that he started.  He then joined 
GRFU as Team Manager for the Under 17s, as well as helping Gloucester 
RFC Community Team with the growth of the Walking Touch Rugby Sector.

In December 2019, Tom took over the RugbySafe team for GRFU.   There 
are now Reps based in the five different Combinations and, together, they 
intend to help clubs understand and sort out their First Aid requirements, as 
well as heighten awareness of “Headcase” and the “Activate” Programmes.  
In the coming months, Tom and his team will be appearing at Combination 
meetings and getting together with Club RugbySafe Leads to get the ball 
rolling.
Steve Sugar – Safeguarding [South] [safeguardingsouth@grfu.org 
07887 803147]

Steve started playing rugby at the age of 9 with 
the Cheltenham Mini section and went on to 
make his debut for the Cheltenham 1st XV on his 
18th Birthday.  He made over 200 appearances 
before making his Bristol debut in 1989, where he 
progressed from the Development squad to the 1st 
XV.  He’s also had seasons at Worcester (1991/92), 
Newport (1993/94) and Cardiff (1994/95). 

After returning to Bristol in 1995/97 for two 
more seasons, Steve played for Gordon League 
from 1997/2004.  He made one appearance 
for Bristol United again in 2004 at the age of 42, 
before signing for Clifton RFC from 2004-2006.  Steve has represented 
Gloucestershire Schools at both U16 and U18, South West Schools U16 and 
U18 and was an England U18 trialist.  He has also represented Wales Legends 
on 6 occasions under the captaincy of Colin Charvis and retired from rugby 
at the age of 54.

Steve is a qualified safety practitioner within the healthcare arena and 
strongly believes that his knowledge and experience will be an asset to GRFU 
and its members.  His focus is to, not only bring a quality of assurance, by 
completing regular reviews and to monitor compliance, but to also promote 
an adequate, secure and safe environment for players of all abilities and age 
groups within Gloucestershire.
Matt Parcel – Women & Girls Co-ordinator [wg@grfu.org  07795 
212471]

Matt has been involved with rugby for the past 
20 years, on and off, at his local club, North Bristol 
RFC.  

When the Ladies section started up, he decided 
to help out with fixtures and ensuring the ladies 
were looked after within the club and made to feel 
part of it.   His involvement with GRFU followed 
when he was tapped up by the Comms Team to 
help promote what GRFU is all about on Social 
Media.  This led him to discover that the W & G 
Co-ordinator role was open for application. 

Having seen how much the Women’s game was growing at North Bristol, 
Matt was keen to ensure W & G rugby got the attention it deserved.  He felt 
he could help to promote what GRFU can do to support clubs and the rest, 
as they say, is history.  

So far, since taking on the role, the Sector has helped promote clubs’ Inner 
Warrior events, 6 weeks of summer activities, Pitch Up and Play and ensuring 
that girls, coming out of mixed rugby, know where to take their next rugby 
steps.  

There are plenty more events planned next season too, supporting the 
initiatives above, but Matt is hoping that clubs will tell us where they think we 
can help them grow their section.  If you have a specific project or idea you 
need help with funding, to increase women and girls playing our game, we 
will be encouraging clubs to get in touch and we will see what we can do to 
help! 
Emma Jones – Safeguarding [North]  [safeguardingnorth@grfu.org   
07979 401145]

Emma got involved in rugby 7 years when her son 
wanted to join a local club.  They were invited to 
an open day at Cheltenham North RFC but her son 
was the only person to turn up. After conversations 
with the Club Chairman at the time, he asked 
Emma to help set up the M & J section, using my 
teaching and safeguarding experience.

Emma was soon appointed as the Club’s 
Safeguarding Officer which she carried out until last 
season.

It wasn’t long before she was approached by the 
previous GRFU Safeguarding Manager to help out 
with the Safeguarding in the north of the county.

Emma attended many of the county festivals last year as a GRFU 
representative and is looking forward to more this season.

Emma says that her aim is to make rugby a safe environment for all children 
of all ages and enable them to enjoy the sport they love.
Stephanie Morgan – Coaching Co-ordinator  [coaching@grfu.org  
 07720 382225]

Steph’s introduction to adult rugby was through 
the Royal Air Force, where she had the opportunity 
to play Representative Rugby. 

In 2017, she left the military and, being unable 
to continue to play, she joined Aretians RFC and 
helped coach the Ladies team.   In 2018 Steph took 
the opportunity to become Head Coach of the 
team.  This facilitated her being invited to a number 
of meetings at her local Club and Combination.   
She was shocked at how little women’s rugby was 
discussed at these meetings. 

Steph wanted people to know that women’s 
rugby was just as important as men’s rugby.  She was keen to help with the 
education of coaches to develop all players, no matter whether male or 
female.  She felt the best opportunity to do this was to join the Management 
team of GRFU. 

Currently studying for a teaching degree, Steph felt that the skills she has 
acquired through playing and teaching would be well suited to the position of 
Coaching Co-ordinator. 

Her ambition is to create a platform where our coaches can come together 
as one and share and develop ideas and best practice.  Steph wants to target 
all coaches from developing teams and provide them with the appropriate 
support and training, to help them be the best coach they can.  The knock-on 
from this is that they will then get the best from their players. 
Tom Read – Coaching Co-ordinator  [coaching@grfu.org
07919 214216]

Tom started playing rugby when he was 10 at his 
local club in Kent.   It wasn’t long before players 
dropped out and his team was under threat of 
folding.  So, he started to look at other ways to be 
involved. 

He began refereeing at 14 and started to help 
with coaching soon after when others didn’t turn 
up to training at school.  Involvement in both these 
elements of rugby increased when his teams at 
school and club folded at U16s, leaving a gap before 
senior rugby.   Tom then started refereeing for the 
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Society and coaching younger age groups at his club.
Having left school, Tom took a role as Director of Rugby at Bennett 

Memorial Diocesan School in Tunbridge Wells Kent.   He coached from U12s 
up to U18s, with successes including the U12s winning their league and the 
U14s winning theirs unbeaten!  During the same year he was also Volunteers 
Co-ordinator at Kent RFU, running a brand-new grassroots rugby forum as 
well as an end of season Volunteers Awards dinner. 

In the summer of that year, Tom became a member of the RFU National 
Youth Council and is currently in year 1 of a 2-year term.

Knowing the strong rugby culture of the county and city, Tom chose to attend 
the University of Gloucestershire, studying Sports Business and Coaching.  He 

soon contacted GRFU to get involved and says he is extremely honoured to 
be one of two coaching co-ordinators. 

He is excited about the work planned within GRFU, with a Coaching 
Conference being held at the end of this season.  He is looking forward to 
working with coaches to improve the already high level of coaching within the 
county.  Tom says that it would also be great to see more young people being 
welcomed and encouraged to become involved in coaching, to help secure 
the future of our game.

Courtesy of Roger Jackson, The Local Answer

Ex-Leicester player Nigel Gillingham is looking forward to taking over as
President of the Rugby Football Union in 2021

As rugby résumés go, Nigel Gillingham’s is pretty 
impressive.

The one-time Leicester second row – he played 
for the Tigers when they were the undisputed 
kings of the jungle back in the 1970s – these days 
is playing as big a role on the administrative side of 
the game as he did all those years ago as a player.

So much so that in less than two years’ time he 
will take over as President of the Rugby Football 
Union, a position that is currently held by England 
and British Lions great Peter Wheeler.

It’s primarily an ambassadorial role, but as one of 
the faces of the RFU it’s clearly a very important 
position and one for which Gillingham, a former 
Royal Air Force man, is obviously very well suited.

Gillingham, who lives in Stroud, is currently 
the RFU’s Junior Vice-President and will become 
Senior Vice-President next year before taking on 
the top job on 1st August 2021.

He’s also a hardworking member of 
Gloucestershire’s RFU – currently its RFU Council 
Representative – and on Saturday afternoons is 
a regular spectator at games up and down the 
county.

“I go anywhere from Norton to Cinderford, 
Barton Hill to Frampton Cotterell, and from 
Cheltenham Saracens to Spartans,” said the 
66-year-old, who is also a social member at 
Stroud.

Nigel said: “What players want today is not the 
same as what they wanted years ago.

“Back then they were happy to play week in, 
week out – it wasn’t as physical in those days – and 
your social life revolved around the rugby club.

“But work patterns have changed and people 
want different things and when you’re organising 
a team that’s when things become more difficult.

“The female game is expanding quite rapidly,” 
added Gillingham, “and the age grade game has 
always been healthy.”

Born in Guildford in Surrey, he learned his rugby 
at RGS Guildford and was selected for England 
Schools. 

He spent a year playing for Richmond before 
attending Loughborough College where he 
captained the team in his third year, leading their 
last side to win the Middlesex Sevens in 1976.

While at Loughborough, Gillingham, who could 
also play in the back row, played for England 
Students before joining Leicester.  There he 
played with Peter Wheeler, Garry Adey, Robin 
Cowling, Nick Youngs, the Dad of England’s Ben, 
Les Cusworth, Paul Dodge, Clive Woodward and 
Dusty Hare.

Gillingham played in the 1980 John Player 
Cup final winning side which defeated London 
Irish 24-9 at Twickenham. And while that was 
an obvious highlight, he has many other great 
memories of his time at Welford Road and is still a 
Leicester supporter today.

Gillingham, captained the RAF and the Combined 
Services against Graham Mourie’s touring All Blacks 
in 1978 and played for the Midland Counties 
against various touring sides. 

He was also capped by England at Under-23 
level, but never won a full cap in an era when Bill 
Beaumont, Nigel Horton and Maurice Colclough 
were among the top second rows and the likes of 
Andy Ripley, Roger Uttley, Peter Dixon and Tony 
Neary played in the back row.

“I think I was pretty close in 1980,” he said, “I 
think I would have made the England trial.”

Sadly that never happened. A serious knee injury 
sustained against Wasps before the trial meant he 
was never able to play to the same level again and 
he retired in 1983.

“It was a double tackle and I snapped my cruciate 
ligament,” said Gillingham.

He says he now has “a very arthritic left knee” 
but although the injury cost him three or four years 
at the top he insists he had “a great run”.

He went on to coach in the RAF before getting 
involved in the administrative side of the game, a 
journey that has taken him right to the top of the 
sport.

And he says that when he does take over as 
President of the RFU he will be a very proud man.

“It’s a fantastic honour to represent the RFU,” he 
said. “When I was playing I didn’t know anything 
about the RFU!”

Gillingham, who was awarded an OBE for 
services to RAF charities and RAF rugby in 2001, 
moved to Stroud in 2000.

It wasn’t until nine years after his move to this 
part of the world, that he got involved with the 
Gloucestershire RFU.  It will come as no surprise to 
anyone involved with rugby around the county, that 
it was Russ Hillier, the ever-popular President of 
Stroud Rugby Club, who brought him into the fold.

“I’d known Russ since before I’d left the RAF,” 
said Gillingham. “He invited me to a county 
championship game and the next thing I know I’m 
on the Gloucestershire RFU committee!”

Gillingham was elected as Gloucestershire’s 
RFU Council Representative in 2012, becoming 
only the second person to take on the role for 
two different Constituent Bodies after serving in a 
similar position for the RAF.

He is hugely grateful for the support he has 
received from the Gloucestershire RFU.

“I’m not a Gloucestershire lad but they’ve 
accepted me and I’m equally proud to have 
represented them,” he said.

Gillingham’s first job in the top role – he’ll be 
President for a year before serving as Immediate 
Past President for a further year – will see him 
heading to New Zealand for the Women’s World 
Cup in the English summer of 2021.

As jobs go that sounds pretty good, but rest 
assured the RFU could not have a better man 
representing them than Nigel Gillingham.

Nigel Gillingham

07799 190059
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Equality in Rugby for Boys & Girls 
AGE GRADE RUGBY

stripes.indd   1 13/10/2018   11:35

It’s with great pleasure that we publish the letter below from one of our young rugby enthusiasts.  At the age of twelve, 
Lily had the courage to voice her opinions for radical change and send her thoughts to Clare Cooper at the Governing 
Body of rugby.  

Clare has shared the letter with the Girls Game Review 
Group, a working group that is currently reviewing these 
sorts of issues. The U13 age group was introduced 
several years ago, when the playing numbers at that age 
group and the amount of rugby being offered in Year 7, 
was very different.  They feel this is the right time to look 
at the player development progression and what changes 
may be needed. 
Lily also received a lovely letter from Simon Middleton 

(England Women’s Coach).  Simon basically said that the 
core skills of catch & pass and run & tackle are the main 

area for junior rugby players to work on, especially if they 
have aspirations of becoming a Red Rose.

When you are given the opportunity to feedback your 
thoughts in a forthcoming Age Grade Rugby survey, 
please don’t hold back.  The best way to achieve change 
is if it comes directly from the opinion of the players.
 We look forward to following the outcome of this debate 
in the future.

Lily Hayward
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Letter to the RFU from Lily Hayward aged 12 – Dings Crusaders U13s

30th December 2019                                               

To whom this may concern,

EQUALITY IN RUGBY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 

Today I am writing to you to suggest a change within the age grade laws of rugby, set out in Regulation 15. 

I personally believe that girls and boys should be treated equally. Please read on to find out more about me 

and what I would like to put forward about rugby laws. Of course, I would understand if you do not decide 

to implement the changes; however, I would certainly be grateful to hear back from you no matter what your 

choice is on whether you do or do not decide to change the laws of rugby. Even though I am just an ordinary 

twelve-year old girl from Bristol called Lily Hayward, I have played rugby ever since I can remember and, as 

I have already explained, I strongly believe that you should re-evaluate your original idea of the laws of rugby. 

Firstly, I would like to say that I have just moved up from mixed rugby (playing together with both genders and 

not just your own) so I am now playing in all-girls rugby and I am loving it as much as when I played mixed. 

Although, I am quite unhappy that the boys I played with last year have had quite a few rule-changes and 

progressions on the game whereas the girls have had only a couple of rule-changes which are that we have 

gone to five people in a scrum and we have twelve instead of nine a side for each team. As you are probably 

aware, these rules will not change for the girls for two seasons as we move up age groups every other year and 

not every single year like the boys. On the other hand, the boys can now pick and go from a ruck and a maul, 

they are also able to fend below the armpits and this is all as well as having the two changes that the girls will 

have also had this season.  This, in my opinion, is very upsetting and unfair especially towards the girls. Also, if 

you think about it, the coaches of the girl’s teams are also not being challenged as they are not showing what 

they are fully capable of as the rules of the girls are not progressing especially as much as the boys are. What I 

am really asking for in this letter is that, if possible, you could make the boys and girls more equal, especially as 

the girls have two years together playing the same rules.

Lily Hayward with the Dings U13 Girls

I understand if you don’t decide to change 

the laws of rugby as it is quite a big step 

to take. I know that some people don’t 

think that this is a great idea as many girls 

are said to have joined rugby as we have 

split from playing mixed. However, we can 

flip most things like this around, like in this 

situation we can also say this about boys 

because they may have only just joined 

as they have split from girls. I hope you 

understand what I am trying to get across 

by writing this letter to you and hope that 

you think about this idea that I have come 

up with which would be to introduce the 

pick and go from a ruck and a maul and 

the fend below the armpits to the U13s 

girls game. Thank you for taking the time 

to read this, I look forward to receiving 

your response. 

Yours in rugby, 

Lily Hayward. 
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CLUB NEWS
Frampton Cotterell’s unique relationship

with Parisis RFC
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The weekend of 8th-10th November saw 
Frampton Cotterell Vets (TOADS – Too Old 
and Decrepit) host its French Vet friends The 
Vieux Loups (Old Wolves) from Parisis RFC in 
Paris.

The Captains plus Mike Weaver and Philippe Colin

The rugby relationship is now in its 42nd year.  
Two players, Mike Weaver and Phillipe Colin, who 
played in that first encounter in 1977, donned 
their boots again in a 24 -12 win for Frampton in 
Le Crunch game, refereed marvellously by Tony 
Swash.

Tries from wing Simon Belsten (2), no 8 Rob 
Keir, scrum half, Paul Whitehead, plus kicks from 
Mark Chaplin, gave the home team a win in a very 
muddy encounter.

All enjoyed a 
marvellous night of 
entertainment on 
the Friday evening, 
with Frampton’s 
Colts’ Coach, Nige 
Smith’s, group 
rocking the night 
away at the local 

pub The George and Dragon 
in Winterbourne.  Inevitably, 
that meant a few sore heads 
on Saturday, but they were 
soon forgotten as the game got 
under way in what is always a 
very competitive game.  

Saturday saw a great night at 
the Frampton clubhouse, with 

a traditional fish 
and chips supper, 
English beer and, 
of course, a few 
red wines. Roll on 
2020 when Fram 
cross the channel 
again to Paris to 
try and retain the 
Victory trophy.

The relationship 
started when 
e m p l o y e e s 
started discussing 

rugby, at British Aerospace in Bristol, on a joint 
English/French aero project in the mid-70s. 
The juniors visited Paris in 1977 and the junior 
exchange still happens to this day every May, taking 
it in turns to host.

As players got older the Veterans got involved 
and that relationship took off and the teams 
continue to visit each other’s countries every year.  
The exchange is unique as it’s not a tour and no 
hotels are used.  Each party stays at the homes of 
the hosts so the culture/food /language and love of 
rugby is experienced.
This year’s junior exchange to Parisis saw 
Frampton’s Girls’ team involved for the first time 
and a great time was had by all.  This was the first 
of many more to come for the girls.

Camaraderie enjoyed after the game

Some say it’s good for the 
complexion!!

Time to say goodbye

Now the Girls have joined in

The Vets battle it out
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SPECIAL DAY AT CHELTENHAM CIVIL SERVICE AS CLUB 
MARKS RUGBY-PLAYING STEVE YIEND’S 70TH BIRTHDAY

George VI was king and Clement Attlee was Prime Minister when Steve Yiend 
was born just over 70 years ago.

That was on 15th December 1949 and the world we live in today is 
unrecognisable from those austere, post-war days, when food rationing and 
conscription were part and parcel of daily life.

But while so much has changed over the years, one thing that hasn’t is Steve 
Yiend’s love of all things rugby; a love that began from an early age.

And remarkably, even though he is now in his eighth decade, he is still 
playing the great game that is rugby for Cheltenham Civil Service.

Regular readers will remember that Yiend spoke to The Local Answer at 
the end of 2017, just before his 68th birthday, when he said he wanted “to 
continue playing for as long as I can”.

And the good news is that, not only is he still playing rugby, he’s playing 
pretty regularly too because, as well as turning out for CCS Vets, he’s also 
getting games in the club’s 2nds as well.

Recently, Steve played for the club’s Veterans against Old Cryptians Vets at 
Tewkesbury Road – a match Service won 28-26.  Even in a career packed 
with so many memories, this was a red letter day for him, because he was 
presented with a framed No.6 shirt before the game to mark his 70th birthday.

“Yes, it was a great day and it’s 
always nice to win,” said Yiend.

The blindside flanker played the 
first 40 minutes, although it has to be 
said that it was something of a backs-
to-the-wall effort early on, as the 
home side found themselves trailing 
19-7 at the break.

“We were 19-0 down at one stage 
but we got a try just before half-
time,” continued Yiend. “Then we 
put some of our younger guys on; 
we’ve got some good players in their 
early 40s who can still run!  We went 
28-19 ahead before they scored a 
late try.”

It was Yiend’s fifth game of the 
season – he’s twice played a full 
80 minutes – and he’s certainly not 
playing just to make up the numbers.

“They chuck me up in the air at the 
lineouts,” he said. “I’m only 13 stone, 
I jump at two.

“If someone runs at me in open 
play I can still tackle them, but if they 

run two yards either side of me I can’t get them because I haven’t got the 
legs.”

Yiend goes to the gym twice a week and also goes swimming to keep 
himself in shape.  He is enjoying his rugby as much as ever, even though he 
can be playing against players a third of his age.

“People are very good,” he said. “Obviously they can see I’m a bit older but 
they’re very respectful.”

So has he got any plans to play again soon?
“Oh yes,” he said with a laugh. “I’m playing for Cheltenham Civil Service 

2nds against Old Cryptians 3rds!” You wouldn’t expect anything different.

Steve Yiend with his framed shirt

Steve Yiend at No 2 in the lineout for CCS Vets

Players, volunteers and supporters at local Cheltenham 
North Rugby Club, recognise the amazing work that 
all the wonderful staff at Cheltenham General Hospital 
Emergency Department do to support the local 
community and would like to say a special thank you 
this year. The Club, supported by local company, Cellar 
Supplies, has delivered some New Year gifts for the staff 
at the hospital Emergency Department, in recognition 
of the help and support that they have given to the 
Cheltenham North players of all ages during the rugby 
season to date.

Nick Jones, Chairman of Cheltenham North Rugby 
Club, said “While Rugby is a game of skill and athleticism, 
it is also a very physical sport.  Cheltenham North Rugby 
Club would like to thank the local hospital staff who have 
looked after our players exceptionally well when they 
have needed attention”. 

Cheltenham North RFC, established in 1905, is a 
family orientated Rugby and Social Club and welcomes 
newcomers to join any of its seniors, colts, ladies, minis 
and junior teams.

For more information please contact Neil Carpenter 
on 07946 752371

Cheltenham North Rugby Club at Stoke Road, says ‘Thank You’ to the 
wonderful staff at Cheltenham General Hospital Emergency Department

Left to right: Daniel Hodge CNRFC Mini & Junior Chairman and 1st team player, Becca Shaw, 
Kathy Agg, Luis Sousa, Sharon Tano, Claire Lloyd, Theo Hodge CNRFC U8’s player, Betty Kedward 
Chairman CNRFC Supporters Association.

The Local
ANSWER

 by Roger Jackson
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Thornbury RFC History Project
Thornbury RFC is planning 
to publish a book tracing its 
history back to its foundation 
in 1963 and beyond.  They 
are, therefore, currently 
looking for help from any 
local clubs which hold 
records of matches with 
Thornbury.

Club Secretary, Dave 
Fox, who has acquired 
the honorary role of Club 
Historian, is researching 
the club and has already 
discovered that the current 
club is actually its third 
incarnation.  A club was 
founded in 1880 and played 
in the grounds of Thornbury 
Castle, but folded after a few 
seasons, only to reform in 
the late 1880s before folding 
for a second time a year or 
two later.

Research into the current 
club is going very well but 
there are inevitable gaps in 
the information.  Missing 
details of team selection and 
scorers from the early 1970s 
are a particular frustration, 

as are fixtures, results and scorers from pre-season matches plus games on 
tour.  With the local Gazette the primary source of information, much of the 
newspaper’s archive was unfortunately destroyed recently and much valuable 
information was lost.
The intention is to publish “when complete”, or as complete as it can be, 

rather than put a specific timescale on the project, but any useful information 
would be greatly appreciated.

So, if anyone has match records, programmes, reports, photographs, etc, 
involving Thornbury, Dave Fox would be grateful for any help.  He can be 
contacted on 07500 335223 or email: dave.fox@blueyonder.co.uk.

 Thornbury Line-up 1882

Gazette reports

Thornbury’s current captain, Gloucestershire Hooker Sam Evans, against 
Newent January 2020.

grfu.org
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Dursley Seniors

Dursley also offers a fantastically hospitable social space for both members 
and local villagers.

There’s competitive rugby for men, women, mini and youth players, touch 
and walking rugby as well as a very active social section.  Having a running 
club and also resurrecting its Stragglers Cricket Club, Dursley has over 1,200 
people actively involved.

Major refurbishment at Stinchcombe, has brought an updated gym, new 
changing rooms and kitchen, an improved courtyard main entrance and social 
space extended into the old pavilion veranda.

The ground staff have done sterling work on playing surfaces for rugby and 
cricket and the club is thriving at the heart of its community. Now they are 
fundraising for the next phase, looking to acquire more land for a running track 
and a further rugby pitch, to relieve wear on existing grass surfaces.   

The club and bar open one Friday each month for the villagers of Stinchcombe. 
Their Last Night of the Proms Concert supporting Rotary, an annual charity 

rugby match against a Smiths XV and yearly hosting of the Challenge for Hope 
Charity Cycle, makes it a popular place for the community to get together.

Recently they’ve brought in TGIFF, Thank Goodness It’s Fixit Friday, which, 
on one Friday afternoon a month, sees a group of volunteers, led by Phil 
Sprague, take on maintenance tasks.

Every June, the club holds a weekend of events; now a tradition in the 
community and beyond. The Friday night Summer Ball, a black-tie event, 
attracts some 400 revellers, followed by Saturday’s popular Beer Festival.  
The Sunday evening’s Last Night of the Proms, organised by the Rotary Club 
of Dursley, raises money for various charities.  Next year’s bumper weekend 
is planned for 5 - 7 June 2020 and is sure to be another success.

Said John Darlaston: “I am extremely proud and honoured to be President of 
such a successful club, which has huge support from long-standing and a new 
generation of volunteers.  It has the respect of the rugby playing community, 
other sports organisations and the surrounding villagers.” 

DURSLEY DOES IT ALL [Published with thanks to Touchline]

Longlevens shortlisted for Rugby Club of the Season award

The go-ahead Gloucestershire Premier 
club is one of six grassroots rugby clubs that 
are in with a chance to win the inaugural 
Gallagher ‘Rugby Club of the Season’ title.

The other five are Erdington RFC, Haringey 
Rhinos Ladies, Ironsides Rugby, Kingsbridge RFC 
and Trafford MV RFCC.

Gallagher’s bid to find its first ‘Rugby Club of the 
Season’ is a nationwide competition to champion 
grassroots rugby and inspire the game’s next 
generation of players.

The search began in November 2019, to 
find local clubs that could demonstrate their 
contribution to the local community, both on and 
off-the-pitch; their inclusive approach to providing 
opportunities in rugby across age, gender, ethnicity 
and ability and their innovative ways of increasing 
participation in the sport at a grassroots level.

As a finalist, each grassroots rugby club will 
receive a skills-sharpening training session with 
stars from their local Gallagher Premiership 
Rugby club, Gilbert training equipment worth up 
to £1,000 and a Gallagher-led, business-focused 

event to help the club and community off-the-
pitch.

Longlevens has made the final shortlist as a result 
of its application.  This highlighted its commitment 
to inclusivity and community within the sport, 

Longlevens Rugby Club is in the running to win a top national award
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DISCIPLINE
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Zero Tolerance On and Off the Pitch
Hopefully, by now, your Club Administrators will have circulated this to all 
sectors as requested by the GRFU Chairman in November 2019.
THE MESSAGE TO GET ACROSS IS THAT THE RFU, GRFU AND ALL 
CLUBS, SCHOOLS AND SOCIETIES HAVE A ZERO TOLERANCE 
APPROACH TO PLAYERS APPEALING / QUESTIONING DECISIONS / 
GENERAL BACKCHAT
An RFU Task Group has been established involving RFU Discipline, CB 
Discipline and all Referee Societies, to manage and co-ordinate this important 
national initiative. 

GRFU fully supports this initiative.
Below is the letter recently sent out by the Rugby Football Referees Union 
to all 38 Referee Societies.  The aim being to reinforce or re-implement our 
Game’s Values.

“At Premiership and Championship level, a concerted effort has been made 
over the last 2 years to enforce Game Values and the Rugby Core Values 
(Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline and Sportsmanship). Core Values 
that should translate into Game Values are what sets our game apart from 
others. 

Unfortunately, at levels below the elite end of the game, a dramatic 
increase has been seen in players appealing (throwing arms in the air to seek 
a decision), generally backchatting or challenging and questioning a Match 
Official when a decision has been made. It is now time to enforce a ZERO 
TOLERANCE approach to this activity and we ask that you ensure that this 
important message is relayed to all of your Match Officials. These principles 
should be applied with immediate effect. The approach to stop this type of 
behaviour will also include the Coaching Pillar.

Please direct your Match Officials to engage Captains (and where possible 
Coaches) before a game as part of the pre match brief and make it completely 
clear that they should encourage players and coaches to avoid:

• Waving arms during live play – appealing
• Calling for decisions ‘e.g. holding on’
• Giving the referee backchat following a decision 
• Suggesting a card be given
• Foul language on pitch or touchline 

PROCESS TO FOLLOW
The Referee’s process to be applied at all levels is simple:
• 1st occasion: a player will be spoken to
• 2nd occasion: the captain will be warned
• 3rd occasion: will see a team penalised
If the incident is serious enough, the player may be penalised on the first 
occasion. 
If this does not solve the matter, then clearly sanctions can be escalated 
accordingly.”

through a highly successful mixed ability rugby 
project.  This provides weekly coaching sessions 
for young people from special education needs 
(SEN) schools in Gloucestershire and the club 
hosts an inaugural three-SEN-school tournament, 
which resulted in 50 new members.

Representatives from Gallagher and Premiership 
Rugby, alongside Gallagher ambassadors and 
rugby legends, Ugo Monye and Danielle ‘Nolli’ 
Waterman, will decide on the winning club — 
with a public vote through the club’s social media 
channels contributing to the overall result.

The ultimate winner and Gallagher’s first ‘Rugby 
Club of the Season’ will then receive an enhanced 

Gilbert training bundle, worth 
up to £2,000 and 100 tickets to 
the Gallagher Premiership Final 
2020.

Sarah Griffiths, Director of 
Communications for Gallagher 
in the UK, said: “There is so 
much fantastic work happening 
within grassroots rugby, not just 
on the playing side, but also in 
terms of the impact these clubs 
are having within their local 
communities.

“As a local insurance broker, 

we feel that deserves recognition and reward.  
This is why we were delighted to introduce the 
Gallagher Rugby Club of the Season competition, 
as a way of giving something back to support the 
development of the next generation of players, 
coaches and clubs.

“The quality of the entries we received was 
incredibly high and all six finalists really are a 
credit to their communities.  We look forward to 
celebrating the work that each of the clubs is doing 
to improve the sport at a grassroots level.”

The Local
ANSWER

 by Roger Jackson
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“In Memoria” - By John Darlaston 

Recently, three stalwarts of County Rugby have 
passed away.   Peter Woodruff, George Hastings 
and Derek Neate, all made very significant 
contributions to Rugby in Gloucestershire.  There 
are some interesting facts about them as individuals 
and linking the three, which are worth sharing. 

Peter died aged 99 years and 2 days.  He was the 
oldest surviving England International.  George 
then became the oldest but, unfortunately, only 
held that position for a few weeks.  The Stroud 
Club had the honour of having as members 
and past players, Peter as the oldest surviving 
international and J V Smith as the longest serving 
Past President of the RFU, following the death of 
Micky Steel-Bodger earlier in 2019. 
Although Derek played in several England Trials 
and was travelling reserve on a number of 
occasions, he was never capped.  He was up 
against the enduring England second row of that 
era Marques and Currie.  Even so, Derek had an 
impressive career.  He played nearly 400 games 
for Bristol, 48 times for Gloucestershire, twice for 

Western Counties against South Africa and New 
Zealand.  For many years he was chairman of the 
Bristol Former Players and very involved in the 
Bristol Club.    

George Hastings was born in Dursley and went 
to Cheltenham Grammar School.  He played 
for Old Patesians, Cheltenham and Gloucester, 
making 260 appearances for the latter.  He 

played 34 times for 
Gloucestershire, 13 
for England and 20 
for the Barbarians.  
He was ever present 
in the England’s Grand 
Slam win in 1957.  
The RFU review of his 
career states that he 
was an excellent prop, 
who could play well in 
the second row and back 
row as well as being a 
kicker. 

Peter Woodruff played 
for Harlequins on joining 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Gloucestershire Rugby Football Union 1955

R. Blair, P. Ford, D.W. Neate, C.G. Cripps, B.J. Green, C. Thomas, T. Deavall, C.G. Woodruff, 
G .W. Davis, E.J. Blackman, G.W. Hastings, B.J. Broad, D.W. Jones, T.U. Wells, R.A.M. 

Whyte, W.E. Parfitt.

Gloucestershire County side of 1955 including George Hastings, Derek 
Neate and Peter Woodruff

England v Wales Programme featuring Peter 
Woodruff.

the Civil Service in London.  He subsequently 
played for Cheltenham before finishing his playing 
days at Stroud, where he was captain in 1959.  He 
played 4 times for England.  It was appropriate 
that he died on Leicester Railway station, on his 
way to a Harlequins Players Association Lunch at 
the Royal Automobile Club and he was wearing 
his Harlequins tie.  To those visiting Stroud Rugby 
Club, Peter was well known.  Together with J V 
Smith, they represented the essence of rugby 
football in the post war period.  Peter would 
relate about the increase in his training schedule 
in the days prior to an international.  He would 
go out a couple of lunch times for a run in Hyde 
Park and, on the Friday afternoon, he would leave 
work early to travel to the Star and Garter in 
Richmond were the team would meet up.   What 
a change to present times? Peter made every effort 
to attend events at Stroud.  At the age of 97 he 
was due to attend a dinner; his car broke down 
and he phoned in his apologies.  A few days later 

Russ Hillier received a letter from Peter repeating 
his apologies and enclosing the garage receipt as 
proof that he was unable to attend. What a great 
personality. 

A few anecdotes and coincident links associating 
these three players with Dursley Rugby Club.  
George Hastings was born in Dursley.  Derek 
Neate worked for Spillers the Millers at Sharpness 
Docks, where his boss was Jack Heaven, for many 
years President of Dursley Rugby Club.  Derek was 
often at Club events.  Peter Woodruff played for 
Stroud against Dursley Nomads who had J V Smith 
on the wing – two internationals playing in a match 
on the Rec at Dursley. Quite a notable occasion in 
the history of the club! Finally, Peter’s son played 
for Dursley for several seasons. 

These reflections on three players who 
contributed to the rich history of rugby in 
Gloucestershire are, no doubt, incomplete and 
others will add to and correct them.  The important 
thing is that they will be remembered!  RIP Peter, 
George and Derek. 

The photo shows Peter Woodruff, George 
Hasting and Derek Neate in the Gloucestershire 
team of 1955.
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REPRESENTATIVE RUGBY
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Glos County Under 20s Player of the Year
 Mike Shore Award

U20s JASON LEONARD CAMPAIGN 2020
This season’s Jason Leonard campaign got off to 
a flying start with Gloucestershire U20s beating 
Berkshire 30:24 on 26 January.  They played 
Devon on 23 February and, at the time of going 
to press, the remaining matches are:
15 March – Pool Match - Glos v Cornwall @ 
Dings Crusaders – KO 14.30
29 March – Quarter Final - tbc
12 April – Semi Final - tbc
3 May – Final at Twickenham

Taking a different approach to other counties, 
the Gloucestershire squad is selected and begin 
training on the first Sunday of the year.  

Head Coach, Richard Planchant, said “This is 
designed to create a better cohesion and buzz 
between the boys and a tour-like mentality, 
allowing our players to have a real enjoyment 
in what we do.” Rich will be heading up the 
programme for the third consecutive year. 

Rich explained “Throughout my time as 
Head Coach, I have been fortunate enough to 
work with a very talented and committed group 
of backroom staff, from coaches to physios and admin support.  With this 
support, we have been able to swap and change in specific areas, so that we 
can allow the players the best exposure to quality coaching in an enjoyable 
and competitive environment.” 

Planchant, who has a coaching staff of Mark Peacey and Tim Brocket 
(forwards coaches) alongside Butch Holder and Henry Trinder (backs 
coaches), is excited about what he can offer his players to help them develop 
through the campaign.   He explained “Though five can be seen as too many, 
each Coach brings a specific expertise in an area we wanted to target, to 
benefit our players’ development.  I am fortunate to head up this group and, 
as a collective, we can benefit the players.” 

Gloucestershire won its opening round game against Berkshire with the side 

only having three training sessions together.  Planchant was happy with the 
progress the playing group has made.  He continued “We have a few players 
coming back from the squad that reached the semi-final last season, but we 
have also added some real quality throughout the squad.  It seems each year 
we are growing as a county and each year the talent pool becomes richer.  
Though we will stick to working hard and developing as a group, we are very 
positive that the players we have at our disposal, can do very well this season.”

Rich is very confident, saying “With Devon and Cornwall at home, our 
Under 20s have a tough group of games remaining.  But it’s the progress 
shown in the last three years that counts, with a quarter final place, then a 
semi-final place last season.  It’s great to see that we, as a county, can be 
optimistic as to where the Under 20s are going under the current coaching 
and management structure.”  

Tom Knight, who plays 
for Dings Crusaders RFC, 
demonstrates an excellent 
work rate and willingness 
to listen, learn and adapt 
his approach; leading to an 
ever-improving on-pitch 
performance.  His distribution is 
first class off both hands and his 
kicking game, whether kicking 
for position or to compete, 
has been outstanding.  His 
terrier-like sniping runs have 
resulted in a number of critical 
line breaks and even in a few 
tries throughout the Season.  
His pivotal position, linking 
the powerful forwards with 
the agile and skilled backs, is a 
perfect position to allow him to 
command the team and shape 
the game as it unfolds in front of 

Last year’s winner of the Mike Shore Award for the Gloucestershire 
Under 20s Player of the Season, was someone in his 3rd consecutive 
season representing the County.

Tom Knight receiving his award from Mike Shore 
and Nigel Gillingham

GRFU County Snr Men’s Team Manager and 
ex Newent Head Coach, Andy Addis, teams 

up with Rugby League All Golds
Former Newent Rugby Club Head Coach, Andy Addis, is the new 
team manager of All Golds Rugby League team.

Addis’ pedigree in rugby union is first class, having led Newent to 
four promotions and two national finals at Twickenham.  He previously 
played for both Newent and Cinderford.

On the county stage, he continues 
to play a major role, both as the 
Gloucestershire Team Manager and as a 
selector for the senior side.

Addis and his family are equally at home 
in the 13-a-side code, with his son, Mike, 
having been a product of the All Golds’ 
academy system and an award winner 
with the first team last season.

Addis Senior is looking forward to the 
new Rugby League Southern Conference 
League season and has joined the All 
Golds with a clear purpose in mind.

“I have joined the All Golds’ staff to use 
my experience from my union career to 
help improve standards,” he said.

“The Board of Directors has a clear vision of where the club needs to 
be and I want to be a part of this. It is a great opportunity in a forward 
thinking club and a new challenge for myself.”

Head Coach, Marcus Brown, is delighted that Addis has joined the 
club.

“The club has been seeking a Team Manager with the appropriate 
gravitas and experience for some considerable time now,” he said. “It’s 
fantastic news for the club having Andy on board for 2020.”

him – something he has done with ease and natural leadership.
Last season, Tom went on to trial for and represent the South West in the 

National Divisional Trials matches.  We were all delighted that his skills and ability 
were recognised through his selection to play for the England Counties Under 20s, 
putting in excellent performances during both games in Romania. 

The County U20s will sorely miss his skill, ability and leadership on the field, not 
to mention his cheeky and fun-loving attitude off the pitch.

Andy Addis

The Local
ANSWER

 by Roger Jackson

Winning Gloucestershire team v Berkshire
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Update from the new Sector Lead
With over 1000 women and girls playing in 25 clubs within Gloucestershire, 
W & G Rugby has never been stronger. 

North Bristol Ladies – Inner Warrior Camp
The appetite for the game has really grown over the last few years and 
England Rugby has launched several campaigns, such as the Inner Warrior 
event, which is aimed at getting women and girls back into playing rugby or 
taking it up.  In addition, the Six Weeks of Summer Campaign, is a 6-week 
summer boot camp aimed at mothers and daughters, which starts slowly and 
progressively moves into more rugby-oriented activities.

North Bristol Ladies – Inner Warrior Camp
Within GRFU, we have worked closely with our Rugby Development Officers 
to ensure we are able to provide support to any clubs holding these activities.  
This can be helping with provision of food for after the session, equipment, or 
funding towards marketing.  

Tewkesbury – Inner Warrior Camp
If you have a Women or Girls section and are interested in running one of 
these events in the future, please get in touch with Matt Parcel at WG@
GRFU.org.

WOMEN & GIRLS RUGBY
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Brockworth Ladies hosted a rugby taster session on 
Sunday 9th February so that any ladies who fancied 
‘having a go’ at the great game that is rugby, could do 
so at Brockworth Rugby Club.

The RFU runs its annual ‘Inner Warrior’ campaign 
each year, aimed at increasing female participation in 
the sport, by offering clubs the opportunity to run taster 
sessions.

Brockworth Ladies team has been running for 18 
months and currently plays friendlies.

They have a squad of around 17 players and are 
hoping to encourage more women over 18 to give 
rugby a try. 

Head coaches, Emily Hatherall and Mark Barnard, 
said: “We are a development side ideal for new players 
who’ve never played the game before.

“The aim of training is to improve our skills and 
understanding of the game whilst having fun.

“Our ambition is to enter a league in September and 
we have plenty of on and off the field social activities 
planned to help bring the team together.

Brockworth Ladies hoping to inspire women to take up rugby

The Local
ANSWER

 by Roger Jackson

Widden Warriors – Inner Warrior Camp
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terms with his frightful injuries.  But, none of that stopped him getting involved 
in various sports at the highest level, all of which, Tye is convinced, got him to 
where he is today – at the top of his game.

Tye’s story is humbling but also full of hope. In 2009 whilst doing a tour of 
duty in Kabul, Afghanistan he was blown up by a suicide bomber, destroying 
his Landcruiser, killing one of his comrades and leaving him badly injured 
and in a coma for three months.  The story of his recovery from both the 
physical injuries, which left him in a wheelchair, but also the issues of PTSD & 
depression, which still haunt him today, are truly inspirational.  Not only is Tye 
a survivor but he is also the World’s Strongest Man (stronger than able bodied 
Eddie Hall), a multiple gold medallist at two of the Invictus Games, a Disabled 
Water Ski Instructor & Indoor Rowing Champ. 

Tye said, “Sport has played a huge part in my recovery.  I feel more confident 
being around new people and part of a team again.  I have gained my identity 
as a sportsman and feel able to pass on my experiences in the hope it will 
help others in similar situations.  Sport continues to help me with my mental 
health and gives me the confidence that I can take on any situation that arises.” 

#Everyoneinmind  #Everyoneneedssupport

Tye setting Guinness World Record for Heaviest Seated Deadlift at 505kg

Understanding expectation
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VOLUNTEERS
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Following the article on the Colts team in the last edition of the GRN, Keith 
Gee delivered a rousing speech at the Clubhouse of Minchinhampton RFC, 
summarising the journey, success and impact the coaches had on the team of 
25 players over the years.

Left to right: Keith Gee GRFU President, Chris Kite (Colts Coach), Jim 
Constantine (Colts Coach), Julian Athawes (Chairman of Minchinhampton 
Rugby Club), Harvey Dickenson (son of Colts Coach Ken Dickenson, collecting 
the award on his Dad’s behalf)

After Keith’s speech, two Colts, Conor Townes and Jordan Porter, took to 
Minchinhampton RFC’s iconic Pulpit.  They explained how much they and 
their team mates had benefited from the commitment of their three coaches, 
Ken, Chris and Jim – both on and off the field;  developing excellence in 
rugby, taking on board values for life, a childhood filled with amazing rugby 
memories and developing lifelong friendships with their team mates, parents 
and coaches.

The GRFU Volunteers Award ceremony followed the annual Graham 
Gregory Memorial Match held at the club on the 27th December.  The team, 
comprising mostly ex-Colts, took on a mixed Seniors team in a hard-fought 
match in high spirits.   Testament to the success of the ex-Colts’ journey, was 
the fact that so many returned to the club for the match, from college or 
Uni, fielding a strong and experienced team.  Another milestone in MRFC’s 
journey.

So many still supporting their club

Colts and Seniors enjoying the action

Sadly, Coach Ken Dickenson was unable to attend the Awards ceremony, 
but he kindly provided a speech for his son, Harvey, to share with everyone.

Keith Gee presenting the GRFU Volunteer Award to Harvey Dickenson, who 
was accepting the award on behalf of his Dad.

Chris Kite runs a locally based specialist sports tours company and used his 
professional expertise to arrange many amazing matches, trips and tours for 
the team and their parents!

Keith Gee presenting the GRFU Volunteer Award to Chris Kite, one of the 
Colts Coaches 

Minchinhampton receive GRFU Awards

In the Pulpit, relocated from a renovated church in Scotland! Conor Townes 
(left) and Jordan Porter (right) watched by Jim Constantine, Chris Kite and 
Keith Gee.
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Jim Constantine’s support and calm guidance was often unseen by many.  
However, for all the boys, he made a huge impact on their lives.

GRFU President’s Award

Jeff Tyler [right] receiving the President’s Award from Keith Gee

Due to ill health, Jeff Tyler was unable to attend the GRFU AGM last 
summer so missed out on receiving his GRFU President’s Award.

Recently Jeff has undergone major surgery and, we’re delighted to 
report, is now on the road to recovery.  Therefore, Keith Gee has finally 
been able to present Jeff with his award and our grateful thanks for all he 
has done over many years.

Jeff has held senior positions within the GRFU since the start of this 
century.  In 2000, he took over the role of Treasurer – a position he 
thought he might fill for 5 years.  In 2014 he eventually managed to find a 
successor, who he convinced would only need to commit to “a couple of 
hours per week, plus a meeting each month”.  Not strictly true!!

During his time as Treasurer, he guided the Union through Incorporation 
in 2001 and ensured the modernisation of our accounting practices; 
enabling us to cope with the increasing demands from HMRC and the 
RFU.  In particular, he quickly embraced the requirements of the RFU 
when the PFR (Planning, Funding, Reporting) regime was introduced.  The 
goodwill established by this has served the County well in recent years.

Having escaped the bean counting, Jeff served as President for the 
2015/16 and 16/17 seasons; a very busy period that included the home 
World Cup.  During that period, he visited as many clubs as possible, 
as well as other events rewarding volunteers etc.  As President, he was 
heavily involved in the formation of our Appointments Panel – a model for 
succession planning that has been copied by several other CBs.  After the 
end of his term of office he went on to chair this panel until earlier this year.

In itself, his commitment to GRFU would easily qualify him for this award, 
but there’s more…

Jeff had previously given long service to Old Cothamians RFC and to the 
Bristol Combination.  He was heavily involved in the efforts to build the 
wonderful facilities at Lockleaze and still remains a Trustee of the Lockleaze 
Sports Centre.

2019/20 Combination Cup Draws
Below are the only dates available at time of going to press

BRISTOL & DISTRICT 
Cup Final: to be confirmed 
Vase Final: to be played at Lockleaze Sports Centre on Thursday 9th April 
kick off at 7.45pm 
Bowl: to be played at Lockleaze Sports Centre on Thursday 23rd April kick 
off at 7.45pm

CHELTENHAM & DISTRICT
Senior, Junior and Minor Cup Finals:  to be played at Cheltenham North 
on Saturday 2nd May – kick off to be confirmed.

FOREST OF DEAN & DISTRICT
Senior Cup Final: to be played at Lydney on Saturday 2nd May 2020 kick off 
at 3.00pm.
Junior Cup Final: to be played at Westbury on Friday 1st May 2020 kick off 
at 7.00pm, or 6.45pm due to light restrictions.
Minor Cup Final: to be played at Drybrook on Friday 24th April 2020 kick 
off at 7.00pm.

NORTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE
All Finals: to be played at Kingsholm on Sunday 3rd May.  Kick off to be 
confirmed.

STROUD & DISTRICT
To be confirmed

Book a van for your next rugby event  & earn 10% kick back for 
your club funds!

COMBINATION 
ROUND-UP

Keith Gee presenting the GRFU Volunteer Award to Jim Constantine
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REFEREES
Bristol Referees Society’s Annual Visit to The Dubai Sevens

Bristol Referees and Coaches [left to right] 
Steve Leyshon, Rob Stevens, James Maby, Oli Carey, Ben Wood, Ricardo 
Sant’Anna, Ciaran Elster and Ian Woodgate

The Dubai Sevens is a name instantly recognised throughout the global rugby 
community.  It involves a range of invitation tournaments, running alongside 
the HSBC World Rugby Sevens Series, across the expansive nine-pitch 
premises. 

Bristol Group Sightseeing on Day 2 in the centre of Dubai

Bristol Referees Society boasts a proud connection with this prestigious 
event; annually sending a cohort of match officials.  The 2019 edition was 
no different, with strong Bristol representation at both invitation and World 
Series level.  Clare Daniels and Rob Stevens performed off-field duties at the 
latter, managing and supporting referees and assistant referees respectively.  
While Steve Leyshon and Ian Woodgate were referee coach/selectors for the 
invitation tournaments; a role both have fulfilled on a number of occasions.  
The invitation refereeing team saw a trio of Bristol representatives from the 
2018 instalment return to Dubai, namely Oli Carey, Ben Wood and Ricardo 
Sant’Anna, joined by Dubai first-timers James Maby and Ciarán Elster.
With the United Arab Emirates being a significant distance from England’s 

south-west, the Bristol contingent travelled a few days in advance of kick-
off, allowing time to acclimatise, [this takes some doing when swapping the 
English December for its desert equivalent] and explore the impressive 

surroundings.  An evening 
meal in the brightly lit Marina 
was followed by a daytime 
jaunt to the Dubai Mall.  The 
Mall, which, despite being 
colossal, is dwarfed by the 
adjacent Burj Khalifa, the 
world’s tallest building, which 
stretches about half a mile 
into the sky.  
With other referees and 
coaches arriving in from 
far and wide, there were 
countless introductions and 
reintroductions to be made, 
with a sizeable group of 
rugby and netball officials 
descending on Barasti Beach 
Bar on the Tuesday evening 
for an informal bonding 
session.

Preparations began 
in earnest on the 
Wednesday, with shuttle 
buses taking all officials 
from the Premier Inn – 
where accommodation 
was very generously 
provided by tournament 
organisers – to the Sevens 
Stadium for an initial 
tour of the grounds and 
orientation meetings. 
With referees, coaches 

and support personnel, 
consisting of UAE residents and those who had flown in from a diverse range 
of places across Britain, Ireland, South Africa, New Zealand, Singapore, 
Germany and the USA to name but a few, the emphasis was very strongly 
on teamwork.  The Match Officials’ Manager, Eugene Deegan, clearly 
emphasised the importance of referees being supportive team members, 
both with tournament personnel as a whole and within their designated on-
field teams of four.

Main Dubai Pitch during the U19s Final 

The tournament itself ran from Thursday to Saturday.  The ever-reliable 
shuttle buses left the hotel at 7am for the drive across the desert to the rugby 
grounds, not returning until after 11pm.  The aforementioned teams of four, 
into which referees were placed, all officiated blocks of four games at various 
times throughout the day.  Each team member had a game as referee, two 
as assistant referee and one as match manager.  Coaches operated in pairs, 
each pair having two or three teams of four to watch throughout each day. 
They worked tirelessly to ensure that all referees were watched and had 
the opportunity to receive valuable feedback and advice.  The Match Official 
Support Team were kept busy in the referees’ tent, diligently preparing score 
cards as fixtures came in and entering scores and yellow/red card reports.  
Their selfless dedication to administrative tasks allowed referees to focus on 
their on-field duties.

Bristol Group Sightseeing at the Burg Al Arab

Bristol Referees on Orientation Day
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The rugby on display was a fantastic reflection of the open and diverse ethos 
of our great game.  The Gulf and International Invitation, Open and Social 
tournaments for both genders, saw teams and players from all over the 
world, plus a wide variety of playing styles.  Such contrast between games 
was an interesting challenge from an officiating point of view, as was running 
at breakneck speed in the 30-degree heat.  The level of provision for referees 
was nothing short of fantastic.  There were countless bottles of water readily 
available, both pitch side and in the referees’ tent, two meal tickets per day, 
ice baths and physios on site.  Not a stone was left unturned in catering for 
the referees’ every need.  Games continued until after dark; the floodlights 
generally being switched on at around 7pm for the last two hours of play. 
Once the last final whistles had been blown, all officials ascended to the bar 
where referees were debriefed over a relaxed beverage before returning to 
the hotel for a much-needed night’s sleep.

Oli Carey and Ricardo Sant’Anna in their first referee team on Day 1 of the 
tournament

2019 was a rather special year to be involved in the Dubai Sevens as the 
tournament celebrated its 50th anniversary.  Together with sponsors, Emirates 
Airlines, the organisers threw the most spectacular party, involving the well-
known airline having one of its jumbo jets fly directly over the main stadium on 
Day 2.  The same day concluded with none other than Kylie Minogue taking 
centre stage once the rugby had drawn to a close, delighting the crowd with 
lively renditions of several of her timeless classics.

Team of 6 for the Dubai Gulf Men’s Final - Ciaran Elster and Oli Carey 
pictured

Day 3 took on a different format from the previous two days, with officials 
appointed individually to games in the knockout stages of the various 
tournaments.  Stakes were high and games were often close at this point, 
meaning referees needed to remain clear-headed and maintain their work-
rate in spite of fatigue.  This was a feat made infinitely easier by the team 
spirit that permeated the entire group.  Once matters had concluded on 
pitches 2-9, the invitation tournament team piled in en masse to the ‘Officials’ 
section of the stand to watch the World Series Finals on Pitch 1.  After warmly 
applauding the victories of New Zealand’s women and South Africa’s men, it 
was just a short trip upstairs to the bar where celebrations could commence.  
The hard work was done and dusted and spirits high from the immense 
enjoyment of the week.

Oli Carey Part of the u19s Gulf Men’s Final

The Sunday was a day of farewells with what had now become a close-knit 
team, in such a short space of time, dispersing to go their separate ways.  The 
Bristol cohort had a morning of relaxing by the pool before heading to the 
airport, the afternoon flight touching down in the cold reality of Heathrow on 
a mid-winter evening.  With exposure to high-quality Sevens, a lot learnt from 
extremely knowledgeable referees and coaches and multicultural friendships 
formed, this was a hectic but enjoyable week that summed up so many of the 
great things that rugby has to offer. 
Long may the Bristol Referees Society’s strong links with the Emirates Airline 

Dubai Rugby Sevens continue!

Bristol Referees return to Portugal:
Jan 2020

Bristol Referees Society has now extended its Exchange Programme with 
Portugal Rugby Federation and provided two referees to officiate in its national 
championship.  Referees James Maby and Ricardo Sant’Anna were selected to 
travel for a short but packed round trip. 

They travelled over on the Friday afternoon to have dinner in Lisbon with 
their host, Ferdinando Sousa.  Ferdinando “Freddy” for short, manages the 
Portuguese referees, at the national level, co-ordinating, appointing and 
developing the referees for all levels within Portugal.  Freddy met James and 
Riccardo at the airport and took them out for dinner in what can only be 
described as a “Portuguese version of Miller and Carter”.  A fantastic steak and 
specialist meat restaurant, with the backdrop of the local Lisbon football derby 
played between Sporting Lisbon and Benfica. 

They were dropped off at their hotel near the middle of Lisbon and given 
their pick-up times for their matches.  The following morning consisted of 
leisurely waking up and having breakfast then a walk around the centre of 
Lisbon. 

Ricardo was picked up at 1300 for his top of the table clash between Belenses 
CF and Technico.  Their league structure is a little different; they have 6 main 
teams in the country that all play each other numerous times over the season. 
The last time these two teams met it finished 31-33.  Riccardo was expecting 
a close battle!  They reached half time and it was 7 – 7.  The second half saw 
the home side running in 36 points, unchallenged and the final score was 
43-7. 

Ricardo Sant’Anna refereeing Portuguese National Championship

GRFU Issue 2 2019-2020.indd   19 20/02/2020   04:20



20 – Issue 2 – March 2020 Gloucestershire Rugby News

James Maby speaking to his Portuguese ARs 
at half time

James was picked up at 1400 for his game 
which was played between GD Direito vs 
CDUL. The home side was clear favourite 
going into the game as they played each 
other in December.  However, in the pre-
match briefing, James was warned by his 
Assistant Referees that anyone can beat 
anyone in this league. The game finished 
10-13; the away side winning and the final 
play lasting 4 minutes into over-time.  It was 
a fantastic match and was end to end with 
a shouting, partisan crowd, which felt like a 
wall of sound. 

With Ricardo’s game finishing, he joined 
James at his pitch and they had a few beers 
with all the referees and officials involved in 
both games. Following dinner they were left 
to their own devices.  A quick metro trip 
into the centre of town preceded a few 
beers and sight-seeing round all the bars 
that Lisbon had to offer. 

James and Ricardo would like to thank the 
Bristol Referees Society and Portugal Rugby 
Federation for the opportunity to enjoy 
some great rugby and a fantastic weekend. 

James Maby Refereeing Portuguese National Championship with a full house at Direito RC

Ricardo Sant’Anna at a lineout with a full house at Belenses FC

Gloucester & District Referees Society  

Since the beginning of the 2019/20 season, the Gloucester & District Referees Society has been very busy 
developing all aspects of its responsibilities.  The aim being, to ensure that all referees have the correct tools 
to facilitate competitive games which are played in line with the core values of the game.  

With over 75 referees now signed up to the Society, the Gloucestershire county is never short of an 
official for a men’s, ladies or even age grade game.  The Society is also very privileged to have referees 
involved in regional level games throughout the south west, as well as the national level.  Some officials are 
involved in games within the top leagues in England, including the Gallagher Premiership, the Greene King IPA 
Championship and the National Leagues. 

With all of this continuing throughout the season, we thought we would provide you with a flavour of the 
tales that have come from the referees.  Plus, an update on how they are utilising the time spent giving valuable 
knowledge to both newer members as well as our experienced officials. 
Kicking off at a young age 

It was just your typical Tuesday afternoon school match between Chosen Hill and Pates in the U14s Cup; 
both sides looking for a win to enable them to progress further in the competition. Little did they know 
that history was being made on that very same day. Their official was young Hannah Cooling, a pupil of the 
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GRFU Competitions Results
Wadworth GRFU Level 7 Cup 
Winners - Barton  Hill
Wadworth GRFU Level 8 Cup 
Winners - Chosen Hill
Wadworth GRFU Level 9 Cup 
Winners - Old Cryptians

LEVEL 9 Winner - Old Cryptians RFC LEVEL 8 Winner - Chosen Hill RFC

Development Leagues Play-offs
U18s Development League North v South Play-off
Friday 24th April @ Lockleaze Sports Centre 7:45 pm KO
U17s Development League North v South Play-off
Friday 1st May @ Lockleaze Sports Centre 7:45 pm KO

Dates of Age Grade County Festivals 2019-20:
U12      1 March 2020  @ Longlevens RFC
U11      8 March 2020  @  Tewkesbury RFC
U10      15 March 2020 @ North Bristol RFC
U9        29 March 2020 @ Cheltenham Tigers RFC
U8        5 April 2020 @  Gordon League RFC
U7        19 April 2020 @ Painswick RFC

Gloucester based school, who had recently joined the society as a young 
match official, alongside her playing career at Hucclecote Rugby Club.

Hannah has now set the prestigious record of being the youngest female 
referee to have ever represented The Society at the age of 14 years old.  In 
a match that had a lot of tension between the sides, it has been commented 
that Hannah was very good at keeping a lid on both sides, ensuring that both 
sides played in good spirits and with the right team winning. 

Since this game, Hannah has represented the Society in a number of other 
fixtures, both at Chosen Hill School and on Sundays.  Developing the up and 
coming talent Hannah is currently thriving within the Gloucestershire county. 
The next target for Hannah is to pass her county badge exam and draw upon 
the experiences that she has gained when it comes to tougher games. This 
is something that, alongside the Young Match Official Co-ordinator, Ryan 
Collier, she will be able to do with great success. 

Looking fresh 
Part of the Society’s mission is to always ensure that it has full use of modern 
technological advances; part of which has been the redesign and development 
of its website. This has been a long-term project, run in the background of 
the Society by Alex MacDonald, with the help of Ryan Collier.  They have 
spent long hours ensuring that the new face of the Society’s website is both 
informative to its newer members, as well as being inviting and user friendly 
for people who are interested in taking up the whistle. 

The new hub also gives referees an opportunity to keep up with the latest 
developments in The Society, with links to the Twitter news feed 
and Facebook page, with breaking news being shared for 
the world of rugby to see. If you have a spare 
10 minutes, please do check out the 
website and see how its new look 
is driving the Society forward into a 
modern era. 

Taking world rugby one Brunt at a 
time

Last time The Society reported in the 
GRN it was a significant moment for the 
Brunt family, who had just shared their first 
game as a team of three.  Father, Peter, as 
the man in the middle and his two children, 
Fiona and Alistair, running the touchlines. 
Now the Brunt family has taken the world of 
rugby by storm. 

Peter Brunt has been selected to be on the 
National Panel of Assistant Referees where he, 
along with fellow Society member, Ian Bibey, 
have run the touchline in a huge number of matches in the Green King 
IPA Championship.  It’s been a long process for the pair of them, but they are 
now enjoying their time, travelling to places like Doncaster and Newcastle.  
Peter has assisted referees, making sure that the correct decision is being 
made and professional players remain professional.  Outside of his main duty, 
Peter has also had the opportunity to be the 4th official at several Gallagher 
Premiership Rugby matches. This, again, shows a great level of dedication 
and ability that has been nurtured over a good number of years.  Peter now 
shares his experiences with our new breed of up and coming officials, such as 
his daughter and society member, Fiona. 

As an aspiring female referee, Fiona has also shared in her own achievements 
since the turn of the season.  One of which was that she appeared, alongside 
her father, as an assistant when Bath Academy took on Saracens Academy in a 
league fixture being held at the Rec.  This game was a typical Friday night under 
the lights, with the crowd in full force and the stadium covered in the Blue, 
Black and White of Bath Rugby.  As well as this tremendous experience, back 
in November, Fiona was invited to be a 5th Official at a Women’s International 
friendly between England and France.  A once in a lifetime event, Fiona got the 
chance to experience rugby on the grandest stage of them all and be witness 
to some of the best talent that both countries have to offer. 
Developing the dugout 

Every month, the Society holds its meetings at Hucclecote Rugby Club, 
providing updates for referees and opportunities to receive training and 
develop their overall performance.  The newest members get to spend a 
good amount of time with Induction Officer, Colin Reeves.   They can discuss 
any challenges they have faced in recent games, plus getting the chance to 

express their views on the intricate things that happen during 
our wonderful game. 

Recently, Gloucester & District Referees Society has been 
privileged to hear about the experiences of some of the most 

prestigious referees and members of the RFU, on various aspects 
of our game.  In October, they welcomed Gallagher Premiership 

referee, Tom Foley, who delivered a session on how he likes to prepare 
for games and challenges that he faces.  This was a very insightful visit, where 
the audience was able to see some of the techniques that a referee may use 
when getting themselves mentally and physically prepared for a game, so that 
they are able to deliver a first-class performance for the full eighty minutes. 

In the most recent January meeting, they were honoured to welcome 
Michael Patz, from the RFU, who delivered a valuable session on the principles 
of the game.  The focus being drawn on the Core Values and how officials 
can be influential in ensuring that the game is played under these values.  It 
was mentioned that referees at the professional end of the spectrum, are 
continuously assessed under the Core Values and a referee’s report will 
always reflect on how these values are displayed in the game. 

Referees enjoying a presentation from the RFU

Peter and Fiona sharing the limelight

COMPETITIONS
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Community Foundation Launches Post-16
Education Academy
Bristol Bears Community Foundation is delighted to launch its new post-16 
Education Programme, supporting the development of young people and 
nurturing the growth of the game across the community.

The Bristol Bears Education Academy is a two-year, full time education and 
coach development programme for 16 to 18 year-olds and aims to develop 
home grown talent off the field, as well as on it.

The scheme will provide a high-quality education programme at an 
outstanding venue, to be confirmed in the very near future. The programme 
will be hosted in the north of the city and provide unrivalled opportunities 
for young people, interested in working in the sport and leisure industry, to 
engage with Bristol Bears and Bristol Bears Community Foundation.

The Community Foundation celebrates its 10th year this summer and, 
with aspirations of growing its own workforce of staff and volunteers, the 
Bristol Bears Education Academy will provide unique and meaningful work 
placement prospects within the professional club, charity and surrounding 
Combination clubs.

Community Development Manager, Craig Capel, said: “Our provision 
continues to grow, and the Bristol Bears Education Academy brings yet more 
opportunity for a broad number of young people from across Bristol to benefit 
from a remarkable education offer.  The programme aims to bring the world 
of professional and community sport to young people through well planned 
and unique work placements and experience.  Employers are increasingly 

interested in candidates that are able to demonstrate 
additional skills outside of the classroom. This programme will 
equip young people with the skills and qualities needed to be 
successful in whatever they choose to move onto - whether 
it be direct employment, apprenticeships or higher education 
and university.”

The Bristol Bears Education Academy will be delivered 
in partnership with SCL - the national education partner 
of Premiership Rugby - who will continue to build on the 
tremendous expertise and value demonstrated in our HITZ 
programme locally.

Working in partnership with 70+ professional and grassroots 
sports clubs, community trusts and foundations across the 
country and graduating over 2,000 learners each year, SCL is 
one of the UK’s leading providers of education through sport.

Lawrence Blair, Director of Partnerships at SCL, said: “We 
are excited to be continuing the success of our partnership 
with Premiership Rugby, as we launch an exciting new 
education and coaching development programme with 
Bristol Bears Community Foundation. The Foundation does 
a lot of excellent work in the local community as they strive 
to improve the lives of youngsters through rugby, which 
aligns perfectly with our vision here at SCL.  This exciting 
programme will create a unique opportunity for young 
people to gain industry recognised qualifications in sport, 

while building an impressive portfolio of meaningful work experience with 
Bristol Bears Community Foundation.”

PROGRAMME INFORMATION
NCFE Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport and Physical Activity (Sports 
Coaching)
• This carries the same UCAS Tariff points as three A-Levels or a BTEC 

National Extended Diploma
• Is suitable for progression to HE degrees in sport (or other subject areas)
• It is a two-year programme
• Learners will study 18 different units across two years
• 100% internally assessed through portfolio, coursework and practical 

assessment
NCFE Level 3 Diploma in Sport and Physical Activity
(Sports Coaching)
• This carries the same UCAS Tariff points as two A-Levels or a BTEC 

National Diploma
• Is suitable for progression to HE Foundation Degrees in sport (or other 

subject areas)
• It is a two-year programme 
• Learners will study 12 different units across two years
• 100% internally assessed through portfolio, coursework, and practical 

assessment
ADDITIONAL FEATURES
• Apprenticeship opportunities with Bristol Bears and Bristol Bears 

Community Foundation
• Links with higher education/university partners
• Planned and purposeful work placement opportunities with Bristol Bears
• Coach Education Programme of Study providing students access to 

coaching courses and accredited CPD
• Termly guest speakers from Bristol Bears players and/or staff
• National and International Tours
• Opportunities to train, play & coach abroad

Students will also be encouraged to complete the National Citizen Service 
(NCS), assisting students in developing friendships amongst peers, enhancing 
social and personal skills, while giving them the chance to conduct purposeful 
work in the local community.

We look forward to the Bristol Bears Education Academy contributing to the 
club’s vision of ‘inspiring a community through rugby success.’

To register your interest and for further details, go to: https://www.wearescl.co.uk/bristol-bears-community
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Bristol Schools - State School Development 
Programme 
Building on the success of the 2018 Programme, Bristol Schools has once 
again run its Development Programme with its 8 partner schools.  Recognising 
the commitment and hard work of the PE teachers at these schools, to have 
a meaningful rugby programme, Bristol Schools provide an administrative 
function to support a competitive set of fixtures run over Term 1 & 2.  With 
the decline of the level of competitive fixtures being played, amongst the 
state schools of Bristol and its surrounding areas, the 8 schools have shown a 
commitment to provide their pupils with the opportunity to play rugby against 
likeminded schools. 

St Bedes U13s 
This year saw the expansion of the Programme to Y10 as well as Y9 teams.  
The fixtures were given to the schools at the beginning of Term 1, playing 
two pools of 4 schools each, with results recorded in a league format.  The 
top two teams from each pool were then invited to play each other in one 
set of fixtures and, likewise, for the bottom four teams of the two pools. 
With support from GRFU and GSRFU, the Programme was able to use the 
facilities of Bristol Combination at Lockleaze Sports Centre and the RFU pitch 
at North Bristol RFC. 

The standard of rugby throughout the Programme was good quality, matched 
by the enthusiasm and commitment of all the players involved.  The Core 
Values of the game were strongly supported by all players and schools, with 
exemplary behaviour shown throughout the Programme.  It is very pleasing 
to see that, when offered the opportunity, state schools in the city want to 

engage in our sport and want to play meaningful and competitive fixtures. 
Bristol Schools, with the support of the GSRFU and the GRFU, has already 
begun planning for the 2020 Programme, with the strong commitment from 
10 schools to work together.  Bristol Brunel Academy and Oasis Brislington 
have been added to the 8 schools following a pilot scheme run at Y8 this year. 
The success of this Programme is only possible due to the commitment of 
the teachers at the partner schools – Steve Bailey, Redland Green School; 
Tom Luke, St Bede’s Catholic College; Neil Moon and James Redmond, 
Ashton Park School; Joe Toleman, Bristol Free School; Wayne Underwood, 
Castle School; James Frost, Bristol Cathedral Choir School; Tom Thie, Oasis 
Brightstowe; Sam Whitfield and Andrew Hall, St Mary Redcliffe School; 
Geraint O’Driscoll, Bristol Brunel Academy; James Roberts, Oasis Brislington. 

Redland Green School Y9s

Bristol Schools would also like to thank Keith Gee and Eric Blackman for the 
support from the County and the County Schools Union. The Programme 
is also supported by Bristol Bears Rugby and thanks go to Gary Townsend, 
Junior Academy Manager, Nick Fenton-Wells, Senior Team Manager and Joe 
Batley and Tiff Eden for visiting the schools. Finally, Bristol Schools would like to 
thank the Bristol Referees Society for its ongoing support of the Programme. 

?

Keith Gee [GRFU President] presenting to Castle School U14s winners

Eric Blackman presenting to St Bedes 
and Oasis Brigstowe U13s

Gareth Lloyd-Jones presenting to 
Bristol Free School U14s

Eric Blackman making presentations to the captain’s of Oasis Brislington, 
Castle and Bristol Brunel Academy U13s
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PERSONALISED SPORTS CLOTHING  
FOR COACHES, CLUBS & TEAMS.
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From on-field kit to event & team clothing.
Add your logo or individual printed player names for your team’s very  
own personalised sports clothing kit.

•  Offering a fully bespoke and personalised design service.

• A full range of products available. 

•  From hoodies and polo tops through to club sports kits.

• Branded Lanyards.

• Club Medals. 

• No minimum order.

• Embroidery and printing available.

•  All digital print logos and sponsors are free of charge  
on playing kits.

 Whether you are at work or play, you can 
be confident in your Monster Clothing.
Request a catalogue today! 

Email your enquiries to:hello@monsterclothing.co.uk  
or call 07446 725 374

 From on-field kit to event & team 
clothing,
Add your logo or individual printed 
player names for your team’s very 
own personalised sports clothing kit.

PERSONALISED SPORTS CLOTHING  
FOR COACHES, CLUBS & TEAMS.
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From on-field kit to event & team clothing.
Add your logo or individual printed player names for your team’s very  
own personalised sports clothing kit.

•  Offering a fully bespoke and personalised design service.

• A full range of products available. 

•  From hoodies and polo tops through to club sports kits.

• Branded Lanyards.

• Club Medals. 

• No minimum order.

• Embroidery and printing available.

•  All digital print logos and sponsors are free of charge  
on playing kits.

 Whether you are at work or play, you can 
be confident in your Monster Clothing.
Request a catalogue today! 

Email your enquiries to:hello@monsterclothing.co.uk  
or call 07446 725 374

 From on-field kit to event & team 
clothing,
Add your logo or individual printed 
player names for your team’s very 
own personalised sports clothing kit.

Monster Clothing is a relatively new business, set up this year alongside 
an established sister company, Monster Surveys [involved in Construction 
Surveying].  The two businesses couldn’t be more different from each other!! 
Monster Clothing – is a custom sports kit and workwear specialist, offering 
a fully bespoke, personalised design service.  It provides a range of products 
from hoodies and polo tops, to club sport kits; ensuring you are dressed, head 
to toe, in high quality clothing.

Gordon League Seniors

Being a sponsor and heavily involved with the 
kit design and supply for his local rugby junior 
section at Gordon League RFC, the owner, 
Rich Hales, realised there was a market for 
high quality, custom designed, team wear at a 
fraction of the cost to all local clubs and other 
sports in the area. 

Due to the increasing pressure on local clubs 
to obtain funding to support their expenditure, 
it dawned on Rich that, if clubs could make a 
huge saving on team wear and all other items, 
like training aids, balls etc, they would then 
have funds better allocated to the day to day 
running of their organisations.

The company is very 
much based on supply and 
demand for its products, 
including all team wear, 
off-field apparel, training 
aids and customised logo 
match balls.  Monster 
Clothing also offers 
promotional items such as 
gazebos, advertising flags 
and banners.  No matter 
what you need, Monster 
Clothing will source and 
supply it at very competitive 
prices.

Following introductions 
through various networks 

and The Rugby Sponsors Consortium [RSC], Rich was delighted to offer his 
company’s sponsorship to GRFU.  It’s hoped that Monster Clothing will have 
a presence at future events, giving clubs the opportunity to approach its sales 
team to open up negotiations and discuss the club’s needs.  

GRFU is delighted to be associated with Monster Clothing and looks forward 
to the company having a valuable relationship with its clubs.

There is no minimum order and they also provide both embroidery and 
printing services. Not to mention, all digital print and sponsors’ logos are free 
of charge on playing kits. So, whether you are at work or play, you can be 
confident in your Monster Clothing.

Get in touch today!  Email your enquiries to Rich Hales at:
hello@monsterclothing.co.uk or call 07446 725 374

Monster Clothing supporting Gordon League Ladies
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The whole club must work together to achieve its 
RFU Accreditation
It’s essential for all sections of a club to pull together, pursuing the main aim 
of best practice in every aspect of its rugby experience.  Whether it’s the 
management, administration, coaching, recruitment of players, the well-being 
of its members or the playing of rugby on the field, all these elements have to 
be in sync to ensure the best possible experience for its players.

Having achieved this, the RFU recognises the hard work it takes to reach this 
goal and presents the club with the RFU Accreditation Award.
Recent award-winning clubs are:

Old Bristolians

Left to right – Ben Smith, RFU RDO, Rich Berry, Old Bristolian’s President, 
Adrian Siddorn, GRFU Chairman and Keith Gee, GRFU President

Tetbury

Left to right – Mike Capener, Tony Walsh [President] and Adrian Siddorn

On the day of Tetbury’s presentation they had Gloucester players doing a 
Q & A as well as taking some coaching sessions. 

Gloucester Rugby players engaging the crowd in a Q & A session.
Tetbury volunteers are now working hard on their new ground, following 
the announcement in September 2019, that the club has assumed legal 
ownership of Pike Field, Quercus Road in Tetbury.  The club has signed a 
partnership deal with McGurk Group to construct a new rugby facility.  Pike 
Field is an used 12-acre site in the north west of the town.  With all planning 

permissions and licences in place, construction will continue in three phases.  
Phase 1 will provide two full-size RFU spec pitches, a training/Mini area, plus 
access road and car parking.  Phase 2 will bring lighting and Phase 3 will add 
the clubhouse.
Other clubs to receive RFU Accreditation this season are: Chipping Sodbury, 
St Brendan’s Old Boys, Kingswood, Longlevens and Old Centralians 

RFU NEWS
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NATWEST RUGBYFORCE RETURNS 
FOR 2020

Application deadline - 15 March 2020
NatWest RugbyForce is proud to continue supporting grassroots rugby clubs 
up and down the country to become more sustainable for the future and 
continue to attract new members.
Rugby clubs function as small businesses and it is vitally important that 
community clubs have the financial confidence to plan for the future success 
of their club.

NatWest RugbyForce is committed to giving clubs the tools, knowledge and 
expertise to help them manage their finances better and grow their revenue.  
We all know that small gains make a big difference on the pitch and the same 
principle also applies to clubs looking after their finances off it.

BOOST YOUR SOCIAL SPACE
Social spaces are at the heart of every club and help to boost the local 
community spirit.  We also recognise that they are a great way for clubs to 
open their facilities, to be used by the wider community and, as a result, a 
great income source.  So, this year’s NatWest RugbyForce focus will be on 
improving your social spaces.

They want to hear how a NatWest RugbyForce grant could be a game 
changer for your club, what the impact will be on your social space and, in 
turn, help bring the community to your club.
The NatWest RugbyForce 2020 weekend will officially take place on 
27 and 28 June 2020.
TOP TIPS
Be focused – Priority for grant awards will be given to applications which 
clearly detail how your club’s social spaces will be improved for your 
members and the local community.  Remember also to think about how 
your social spaces improvement project plan will help you see a return on 
the investment.  
Be thorough – Make sure you speak to other members at the club before 
submitting your application; it’s important that everyone’s in agreement with 
your plans for NatWest RugbyForce weekend.
Remember the deadline – Ensure that you submit your application by 15 
March to be considered for the grant awards.  Build in enough time to create 
a comprehensive application that will stand out.

Clubs that register for NatWest RugbyForce 2020 can look forward to 
receiving a host of exciting rewards and benefits, from grant funding and 
online toolkits, to marketing and communications advice, as well as access 
to special offers.
REGISTER BY 15 MARCH 2020
Register your club for NatWest RugbyForce by 15 March 2020 and you 
could be rewarded with:
• One of six £3,000 grants to support your NatWest RugbyForce social 

spaces proposal
• One of six £1,000 runner-up grants to support your NatWest 

RugbyForce social spaces proposal
• A grant of £500 to support your NatWest RugbyForce weekend activity
• NatWest RugbyForce t-shirts and promotional materials
• Online toolkits
• Exclusive marketing and communication advice
• Exclusive NatWest RugbyForce offers
See the Terms & Conditions on the England Rugby website.  
To register, fill out the application form at https://www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/B2L2R63

TOOLKIT AND RESOURCES
Need inspiration for your project? Use the support guide, project ideas and 
checklists to create the best possible NatWest RugbyForce event. 
• NatWest RugbyForce in action
• Project Ideas - Social Spaces
• Project Ideas - Energy
• Project Ideas - Family Friendly
• Project Ideas - General Tidy Up
• Project Ideas - Pitches
• Project Ideas - Health & Safety
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 ` AERATION

 ` SCARIFYING

 ` WEED CONTROL

 ` FERTILISING

 ` TOP DRESSING

FOR INFORMATION VISIT 
www.lawndoc.co.uk

Founding Member of The Rugby Sponsors Consortium
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