
COUNTY OFFICE NOTICES ARE AVAILABLE AT www.gloucestershirerfu.co.uk/county_office_notices

Season 2017-18 Issue 2

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
RUGBY
FOOTBALL
UNION

WILL AGPS HELP? – SEE PAGE 3

Gloucestershire 

RUGBY NEWS

Sponsored by Wadworth 6X

“More Players 
Playing More Often”



2 – Issue 2 - January 2018 Gloucestershire Rugby News

Contact us:
GLOUCESTERSHIRE RUGBY NEWS

is published by Gloucestershire Rugby  
Football Union.

Gloucestershire RFU, Old Stone Cottage,  
Orange End, Inglestone Common, Badminton, 
South Glos GL9 1BP. T: 01454 299215  
County Office is open from 9am-1pm Mon-Fri.

County Office request -
We are keen to hear from you if your club/school 
is celebrating anything special this season or you 
are involved in an event worthy of note.  We 
would be happy to run a “Featured Club/School” 
article in Edition 3, so if you have anything to 
share, please let us know ASAP so that we can 
hold a page for you.  We would need copy by 12 
February 2018 and jpeg format photos too please 
detailing who is featured. 
Please send to: grnnorth@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk

COMMUNICATIONS
CHAIRMAN

Tony Fielding 
E: coms@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk
 

COUNTY
CHAIRMAN

Peter Williams
E: chairman@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk

COUNTY
ADMINISTRATOR

Tricia Perris
T: 01454 299215
E: admin@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk

Twitter:@GloucsCountyRFU 
Facebook:GloucestershireRugby

Inside: 
Special Feature AGPs 3
Women & Girls 4/5 
Representative Rugby 6
School Iniative 7
University News 8/9
Special Feature 
– More Players, Playing More Often           10
Geoff Twentyman  - Guest Writer 11
Mini and Youth 12/13
Insurance 14/15
Referees 16/17
Club News 18/19
Sponsors 20
Combination News 22
Down Memory Lane 23

Having always supported England in their World Cups, Internationals 
and 6 Nation games, I became more involved in local rugby when 
my son started playing 6 years ago. Now referred to as “an active 
member” of St Mary’s Old Boys RFC, I was honoured to be named 
Clubman of the Year 2016. 

Initiating O2 Touch at the club, I recruited operators and 
ambassadors as well as 153 players in the first summer, with 50+ 
playing at some sessions. Our first tournament was great fun and 
I was awarded RFU O2 Touch Operator of the Year 2017 - two 
awards for a non-player is something I’m very proud of!  

I enjoy helping Tony Fielding on the GRFU Communications 
Committee, gathering news stories and helping to promote activity 
within the Bristol Combination. Having gained sponsorship and 
grants for SMOB RFC, as well as helping with fundraising and 
promoting local sponsors, I now also support the Bristol Referees 
Society. 

In my new role of GRFU Marketing & Sponsorship Sector Head, 
I’m looking forward to establishing further relationships to benefit 
GRFU and the new companies I hope to bring on board as partners.

I’m an IT Director by profession and a late returner to rugby after 
giving up at university. A social 2nd XV player for Widden Old Boys 
and junior coach for 10 years, until injury made me look for a way 
to still be involved in the game.  I chose the discipline route as it 
matched my skill set and, having been Youth Secretary for GRFU 
Discipline, working with Bryan Parsons for several seasons, I was 
pleased to take on the role of Discipline Secretary for the Union 
when Bryan resigned. 

I was born in Thornbury, South Gloucestershire and educated at 
Marlwood School in Alveston, Filton College then Loughborough 
College studying Sports Management.
Following a professional rugby career of 12 years for Bristol, 
Coventry and then Pertemps Bees (Birmingham & Solihull RFC), 
I spent 10 years within sales and business development, working 
with global sales companies such as Brenntag Ltd and GSK Ltd.
I have played and coached at Taunton RFC & Bridgwater & Albion 
RFC before embarking on a teaching and rugby coaching career 
at Bridgwater College. I then joined the RFU in January 2017 on a 
fixed term contract working as a CRC within Bristol.  This led to my 
appointment as CRC for Stroud.

NEW DISCIPLINE SECTOR HEAD

NEW MARKETING & SPONSORSHIP SECTOR HEAD

CRC Stroud

Andrea Grant

Simon Martin

Mark Elton

ALL CLUBS PLEASE BE AWARE OF GDPR!
General Data Protection Regulation Update from the RFU

The GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) is a new European regulation intended 
to strengthen and unify data protection for all individuals within the European Union (EU).  
This will also be transposed over the next two years into UK law as part of the Data 
Protection Bill.

In simple terms the GDPR will help protect our players, members and clubs.  Organisations 
holding personal data (including clubs and CB) will need to give more information to 
people about what they do with those people’s data, why and for how long.

The RFU, our member clubs and Constituent Bodies (CBs) process and control personal 
data and are all required to take steps to be GDPR compliant, by 25th May 2018, when 
the regulation comes into force. 

The RFU will be providing further guidance and a toolkit for how clubs and CBs can work 
towards GDPR compliance in due course. However, in the meantime, if you receive any 
enquiries within your area, please advise them that the best thing they can do is ensure 
their data is up-to-date in GMS and ask that they contact the RFU Legal Helpline 0330 303 
1877 for any general data protection issues.

Over the coming months we will be providing further guidance to individuals across the 
organisation detailing exactly what they need to do to ensure compliancy and / or assist 
clubs in being compliant.
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Thinking of organising a game of rugby? After getting the players, what’s 
the most important next ingredient? OK a ref, after that what? A pitch, yes 
you’re there.  Be nice to know a pitch was playable at any time wouldn’t it? 

That’s what is so special about AGPs (Artificial Grass Pitches) –playable 
all year round come rain or shine.  No risk of drowning, getting stuck in 
a mud bath, the game being called off because the pitch is waterlogged, 
a more even surface, faster game and so on.  Also players aren’t caked in 
mud afterwards. There are claims that injuries are minimised and that they 
are easier on the joints because of having a more consistent surface. All the 
new ones have floodlights allowing the utmost flexibility, in that they can be 
used 7 days a week from 9am until 10pm – when it best suits players.  So 
what’s not to like?

In Gloucestershire we are soon to be in a position to access quite a few 
strategically placed AGPs. This is as well as some self-funded AGPs at 
Dings Crusaders (to be completed early in 2018), the Bristol Combination 
ground at Lockleaze and those at Hartpury College, the Wise Campus at 
Filton and at Coombe Dingle, belonging to Bristol University, which is also 
used by St Brendan’s OBS.  However, priority use of these AGPs lies with 
the owning club or educational establishment. The exception is the Bristol 
Combination AGP at the Lockleaze ground which, although regularly used 
by Ashley Down OBs and Bishopston, is for the use of all Combination 
clubs and local schools.  Rates will be given on application depending on the 
hours required and this should be through: 
Ben Ferris – Email: info@lockleazesportscentre.co.uk 
Direct Line: 0117 244 8553 Mobile: 07919 177172

As mentioned above, Dings Crusaders RFC has recently self-funded and 
installed a state of the art 3G artificial pitch, at the new Shaftesbury Park 
facility in Frenchay, Bristol. This RFU and FA accredited AGP will be ready 
for commercial and community use early in January 2018. For prices and 
availability please contact: 
Ben Lee, General Manager at Shaftesbury Park Email: 
generalmanager@dingsrugby.co.uk  Mobile: 07480 268280

Additionally, the RFU is investing in 100 AGPs across the country with 2 
models - Rugby Turf and Rugby Share.    The RFU has made an assessment 
of all clubs that might regularly use the facility.  They have taken into 
consideration potential overplaying of pitches (several adult teams and a 
large mini & youth section with perhaps just 2 or 3 pitches), the quality of 
changing rooms, parking availability and the number of clubs within a 30 
minute travel time that could form a local rugby partnership.  Based on this 
assessment, the RFU has 2 models of investment. Firstly, Rugby Turf, where 
a club agrees to offer up its first team pitch to the RFU on a 30-year lease. 
The RFU then effectively owns that pitch for the lease period and maintains 
it. It, therefore, becomes an RFU AGP hosted at ANO RFC. In return, the 
host club gets priority use on Saturday afternoon, a Tuesday or a Thursday 
night, for training each week, but not both nights and additional time, as the 
club decides, up to a total 12 hours per week free of charge! The clubs that 
make up the local rugby partnership (LRP) are guaranteed use for 16 hours 
per week (which will include either the free Tuesday or Thursday evening) 
at a cost of £36 per hour including VAT.  

For training, adult teams do not need a whole pitch so 2 clubs could share 
the facility and undertake some live training together.  Moreover, the quality 
of the training that can be undertaken on these surfaces, means that in an 
hour a team can achieve as much as it does in 2 hours on grass.  So training 
could cost a club as little as £18 to hire the facility.  AGPs can probably 
accommodate 60 to 80 youngsters at a time, still developing through their 
age grade rules of play.  What a wonderful occasional opportunity for them?

As well as clubs using these AGPs, GRFU will consider using the facilities 
to run tournaments for 2nd and lower XV teams and youth teams in the 
evenings.  This might be a more suitable time for these players than the 
traditional times they currently play.  In addition, at times of poor weather 
where grass pitches are unplayable, the Divisional Organising Committee 
(DOC) which organises the RFU leagues, will arrange for league matches 
to be played from Saturday lunchtime until Saturday evening on these RFU 
AGPs, to avoid a back log of league fixtures building up and extending the 
playing season.

Host clubs are also encouraged to share profits from the bar etc, when 
the AGP is being used by another club from the local rugby partnership.  
This is to overcome one of the barriers to clubs in the partnership using the 
AGP, because they see a potential loss of their own profits. 

ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES- AGPs - IS THIS THE FUTURE?
‘More Players Playing More Often’ 

Hours of use:
LRP clubs will be provided with the following:

weeks a year

weeks a year
For these purposes, peak-time will be:

Off-peak hours are any time outside of the peak-time, where the 
facility is open.

TABLE 1 PRICING AT OXSTALLS AGP  

Currently, an RFU AGP at Cheltenham Newlands ground is due for 
construction in the summer of 2018 for use from September 2018.  
Planning approval has been obtained and the RFU has also given the club 
a grant of £85,000, to supplement the money raised by crowdfunding 
(reported in the last GRN) to re-build the changing rooms. The pitch 
will be based on the current first team pitch, floodlit, World Rugby 
compliant and available for hire for matches and training. Pricing is yet 
to be finalised but will be in line with other RFU facilities and will be 
reasonably priced, to ensure that local clubs will use it and help achieve 
the RFU’s ambition of ‘year round rugby’.

In addition, the RFU is considering the feasibility of 2 more Rugby Turf 
AGPs in the county – one in Bristol and the other in the Forest of Dean.

The other model of investment by the RFU is called Rugby Share. 
In this model, a third party such as an educational establishment or a 
commercial organisation, builds and maintains the AGP.  For a significant 
investment into the project by the RFU, the local rugby partnership of 
clubs is guaranteed use for 16 hours per week at a cost of £36 per hour 
for 30 years; in other words, exactly the same opportunity for the clubs 
in the local rugby partnership as if it were a Rugby Turf AGP. One such 
Rugby Share AGP opened at the Oxstalls Campus of the University of 
Gloucester on 5 Dec 17, for use by clubs within Gloucester.  To book 
this facility please contact: 
Aspire Sports & Cultural Trust  Email: aspire.adminteam@
aspiretrust.org.uk. Tel: 01452 396681 

Whatever our own playing experiences, AGPs are here now and 
are going to be an increasing part of the future.  If these pitches allow 
“More Players to Play More Often” let’s see them fully used. Seeing a 
fast flowing game with the backs in full cry is what we all love to watch 
and if improvements to playing surfaces allows more of this then we 
all benefit.

  
Third pitch £12 £12
Two thirds £24 N/A
Full pitch £36 £24

Peak Time Off Peak

OFFICIAL OPENING OF OXSTALLS AGP, UGC. 5/12/17
From Left to Right -Bernie Jones (Aspire Trust); Chris Kelly (RFU); 
Stephen Marston (University of Gloucestershire); Alex Burnett (University 
of Gloucestershire); Anita Navin (University of Gloucestershire); Nigel 
Wichall (University of Gloucestershire); Ashley Stephens (RFU).
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WOMEN & GIRLS
Women & Girls Rugby Season 2017-18

Sun, sea and scrums – 
Dursley “Ladies” in Lloret de Mar

Whilst actively looking for a Sector Head to drive forward the 
Women and Girls game throughout the County, developments 
are currently being coordinated by a small working group 
headed by the GRFU Chairman. 

This group is focusing its efforts initially on groupings based on the 
5 County Combinations, eliciting support from those clubs who are 
involved in, or interested in, promoting the female game.  So far there 
have been well-attended forums at Thornbury and Cinderford. 

While the county has strong representation at U15, U18 and senior 
levels, there is a pressing need to broaden and grow the female game 
across a wider spectrum of clubs. Where individual clubs have too 
few ladies or girls to form a team in its own right, they are being 
encouraged to pool playing resources with other clubs on a local basis 
so that games and development training can take place.

All clubs and any individuals interested in helping in this process 
should contact the County Office at: cb-honsec-glos@therfu.
com. Similarly anyone interested in applying for the role of W & G 
Sector Head should send a rugby CV to the Appointments Panel c/o 
keithgee@btinternet.com

The Barcelona Rugby Festival is an annual vets and ladies tournament 
on the Costa Brava and, for the third year running, the location of the 
Dursley Ladies RFC tour. 

When they first signed up in 2015, it turned out they were the only 
ladies team and they rolled out the red carpets to welcome the team to 
tournament day. With crowds of 400+ spectators waiting to see the ‘girls 
from England’ on the back of the World Cup win, 15 hungover players 
turned up to face an elite local squad (featuring Spanish internationals) 
especially drafted in for the game. They lost on the field, but definitely 
won the drinking competition and walked away with a Spirit of Rugby 
award. 

Fast forward to 2017 and their third trip as seasoned tourers. Tour 
organiser and player Nic Davies said: “It’s a well organised, friendly and 
brilliant festival based in Lloret de Mar, with games held at a purpose built 
complex and evening events in great venues. It’s a perfect mix of sunshine, 
sea and rugby over a weekend. We’ve played teams from Belgium, 
Switzerland, Holland and Spain and made a lot of friends off the pitch.”

The festival is made up of around 800 players and coaches, from teams 
across Europe and as far away as Argentina, Australia and Tunisia, this 
year’s winners. It runs over the last weekend in September, an unusual 
time for a rugby tour. Chair of Dursley Ladies, Kath Tole, said: “The best 
thing about touring at the start of the season is the team spirit you build. 
It’s a brilliant tour to be part of and it helps bond the team. This year we 
won the Fancy Dress trophy for our royal family theme, so we’ve already 
got our first silverware in the trophy cabinet.”

Something must be working because Dursley Ladies have won their first 
three games in the league so far, after only entering this year. And for 
once, they didn’t leave anyone behind in Spain, but that’s another story….. 

Find out more about the festival at www.barcelonarugbyfest.com or 
follow @spain4rugby on Twitter for more social tours. 

Dursley RFC support campaign to tackle 
mental health stigma

A Gloucestershire rugby club is tackling stigma around mental ill 
health.
Dursley Rugby Football Club has joined forces with the Gloucestershire 
Tackling Stigma partnership, a multi-agency group which works to reduce 
the stigma around mental illness.

The Tackling Stigma group includes NHS Gloucestershire Clinical 
Commissioning Group, 2gether NHS Foundation Trust, Gloucestershire 
County Council, Gloucestershire Hospitals  NHS Foundation Trust, 
Independence Trust, Stroud District Council, Gloucestershire 
Constabulary, ISIS Women’s Centre and Healthwatch Gloucestershire.

The group, which meets regularly, has a focus on raising awareness of 
mental health issues and tackling stigma within sport.   As part of this, 
the group has produced a series of themed stickers and is working with 
a number of National Governing Bodies and sports clubs to spread the 
word.

Jane Bullows, Sport and Health Development Manager at Stroud District 
Council, is one of the representatives of the Tackling Stigma group.  On 
visiting Dursley RFC she said: “We know that one in four people will 
experience a mental health issue at some point in their lives and we want 
to encourage them to feel more safe, supported and able to talk about 
their feelings.  Sport is known for its inclusivity and we aim to encourage 
sports clubs, whether it be spectators, players, coaches or officials, to be 
more aware of their mental and emotional wellbeing and to know where 
to gain further support. Dursley RFC is a great proponent of a positive 
and proactive club and the first to show their support for the campaign”

Melissa Bundy, aged 31, plays front row for Dursley RFC ladies’ team. 
As someone who has experienced mental health issues, she understands 
the importance of tackling the stigma around this area.

She said: “I suffer with depression and anxiety, so going to the club when 
I joined was a massive thing for me.

“But I was welcomed with open arms and now these ladies are more 
than just team mates; they are my real mates and my extended family. 
The game and the club has made me more confident about myself and I 
look forward to the future of Dursley Ladies.”

Nicola Davies, (PR & Marketing Officer), Dursley RFC, added: “Sport 
has long been promoted as a way to look after your physical health, but 
it’s also proven to have a positive effect on your mental health as well. 

“Our club is a community where we want everyone to feel safe and 
supported, able to discuss how they are feeling without any stigma or fear 
of repercussions. We fully support this campaign to kick mental health 
stigma into touch.”

Note: 2gether NHS Foundation Trust provides mental health and 
learning disability services for people of all ages across Gloucestershire 
and Herefordshire.  To find out more about the trust, please visit 
www.2gether.nhs.uk

Contact: Wenna Tudor, Communications Manager, on 01452 894393 or 
email: wenna.tudor@nhs.net
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Girls Rugby Up and Running at Colston’s School
At Colston’s this term the Girls have been tackling a new challenge as the extra-
curricular Rugby Club is up and running. Over 20 girls have signed up, with only a 
handful of those having previous experience in the game. Quickly progressing from 
touch games, the students are successfully beginning to learn the full code of the game, 
with the hope of playing a competitive game in the near future.
Girls’ rugby at Colston’s originally began in 2004, organised by Mr Ben Berry and Mr 
Nick Yaxley.  This was at the request of female students who wanted an opportunity to 
play a sport that the boys traditionally participate in during the autumn and spring terms. 
The first year, 2005, started well as the team reached day 2 of the famous Rosslyn Park 
Schools 7s Tournament. This set a strong precedent for the very successful few years 
that followed, as Colston’s were two time Champions (2006 & 2007) and Runners-up 
(2008 & 2009). The girls also had success in the Berkhamsted Sevens Tournament, 
winning the competition each year from 2005 – 2009.
This year, Miss Amber Reed, an Old Colstonian, has returned to the School as a PE 
teacher. She first took up the game in 2005 after joining the Girls’ Rugby Club set-
up by Mr Berry & Mr Yaxley. Since starting her rugby career, playing for the School 
at Rosslyn Park, she has gone on to captain Bristol Ladies RFC and earn 44 Caps for 
England. She says “I owe a lot to both Ben and Nick for giving up their time to allow 
us the opportunity to play rugby. It gave me the foundations I needed to progress in 
to the player I have become.  It’s no surprise that many of us have gone on to earn 
International honours. It is my intention to channel the positive experience I had playing 
then into running this Girls Rugby Club alongside Ben.” 

OLD RICHIANS GIRLS CELEBRATE ‘WINNING’ NEW POSTS
Old Richians have recently 
installed a new set of 
10m Hinged Steel Rugby 
Posts which they won in a 
competition in September 
entitled #sadrugbyposts, run 
by Harrod.  

Clubs were invited to send 
in a photo of their ‘sad’ rugby 
posts and make their case for 
being supplied with a new set. 
Old Richians RFC’s photo of 
their sad looking second team 
pitch posts, with sad looking 
members of the Girls teams 
looking on, won the judges 
support.  The result was 
announced live online by Keith 
Kent, Head Groundsman at 
Twickenham. 

As you can see in the photo 
above, the Girls teams are 
extremely happy at having 
won the competition and the 
improvement it has bought to 
the Club’s playing facilities.

Gloucestershire Award – Steve 
Ratcliffe – Cheltenham RFC

Steve [left] receiving his award from President, 
Keith Gee 

The GRFU President, Keith Gee and his wife Sue, 
attended the Sponsors’ Lunch at Cheltenham RFC on 9 
September and surprised the Chairman, Steve Ratcliffe, 
by presenting him with a Gloucestershire Award.  Steve 
had no idea that this was the reason for the President 
attending the lunch.  Steve was unable to attend the 
GRFU AGM in July, hence the need for subterfuge 
and skulduggery between David Evans, Secretary of 
Cheltenham RFC and County Office. 

In response, Steve said that it made it the perfect day 
and thanked GRFU for the award.  He said that it was 
very much appreciated and will be displayed at the club 
alongside its other awards and accolades.

“I must say it’s not often I am fooled by my fellow 
committee members, but this caught me completely 
unawares and left me speechless.  We have a great 
team here and many have worked extremely hard, 
for a prolonged period, to get the club through some 
challenging times and some huge commitments. All 
that hard work is starting to produce some rewards 
both on the field and within our facilities” said Steve 
before thanking everyone present for their support and 
kind words.

Steve’s fellow members of Cheltenham feel that he 
leads by example with a list of achievements for the 
club dating back to 2004; all of which have come about 
due to his great passion, hands-on inspiration and 
ability to motivate a committed team.
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REPRESENTATIVE RUGBY

The aim of the Representative Programme is to showcase the best 
of Gloucestershire at U18s. The coaches have gone for a different 
approach in terms of selecting a smaller squad than usual, allowing 
players more game time, which means selection is even harder.

New Head Coach, Stuart Bradfield, CRC in Bristol and a Level 3 
coach, will bring invaluable experience and a different approach.

The appointment of Assistant Back Coach, Henry Snow, who is also 
the U16 Head Coach, enables us to link up the 16s & 18s to allow 
the transfer of playing and coaching philosophy, as well as continuing 
players’ development across the age groups. 

Forwards Coach, Chris Downes, who is Head Coach of University of 
Gloucestershire and playing for Old Pats, brings his experience of going 
through the pathway having played England Counties when younger. 
His playing experience across the pack will be a huge help in pushing 
the players to the next level. 

The Assistant Coach is Jonathan Wilson who has played for Llanelli 
RFC and semi-professionally for Felinfoel RFC until injury curtailed his 
playing career at the age of 26.  Having coached the age grades from 
U14-U18, Jonathan is now Assistant Forwards Coach at Thornbury 
RFC.

140 boys were nominated for the trails at Dursley RFC on the 22nd 
October. Players were taken through unit specific assessments with 
the front row looking at scrumming, 2nd row and back row looking at 
tackle/ruck, half backs working together alongside centres and the back 
3 looking at attack.

The afternoon was spent watching players in 3 x 30 minute game 
situations.  The overall standard was exceptional hence the difficulty 
in selecting a squad of 45 to travel down to Somerset at Tor RFC for a 
trial game. 

Three successful training sessions took place at Gordon League and 
Thornbury prior to playing Berkshire in the first week of December.  The 
game was played at the new Rugby Turf pitch at Weston Hornets. It may 
seem strange playing out of the County, but what a magnificent surface it 
is and, as the corner flags say, you are guaranteed to be able to play 365 
days a year on such a pitch. 

To help the boys get used to artificial surfaces, training also took place on 
the new AGP at Oxstalls, Gloucester. The U18s finished their trial games 
against Dorset and Wiltshire on the 16th of December also at Hornets. 
These games are part of the U18 Aspirational Pathway to divisional 
selection, in this case SW Counties. They allow players to show their skills 
and selectors to refine their choices in a competitive situation. The results 
are of less significance than the developmental opportunities provided to 
the players.  We hope to report the SW Squad selection in the next edition 
of the GRN.

U18 Boys

U16s County Programme  
Sun 7 Jan  KO tbc  East Midlands v N Glos Venue tbc
  KO tbc  Cornwall v Bristol Venue tbc
Sun 21 Jan  KO tbc Devon v N Gloucestershire Venue tbc
  KO tbc  Bristol v Somerset Venue tbc
Sun 4 Feb  KO tbc  N Glos v Oxfordshire Hartpury
  KO tbc  Bristol v Buckinghamshire Venue tbc
Sun 25 Feb  KO tbc  N Gloucestershire v Bristol Hartpury

2018 Jason Leonard U20 County Championship
Sun 11 Feb  KO tbc               Gloucestershire v Cornwall  Venue tbc
Sun 25 Feb                    KO tbc               Gloucestershire v D&W  Venue tbc
Sun 18 Mar  KO tbc  Hampshire v Gloucestershire Venue tbc
Sun 1 Apr  KO tbc  Quarter Finals Venue tbc
Sun 15 Apr  KO tbc  Semi Finals Venue tbc
To be confirmed KO tbc FINAL TWICKENHAM

REPRESENTATIVE - DATES OF COUNTY PROGRAMME
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New ‘ALL Schools’ Initiative
From season 2017-18 three 
schools in the County will benefit 
from this funding initiative; two 
are in the Forest of Dean and 
one is in Gloucester City. Each 
school will also be linked with 
local clubs.

The RFU is providing resources 
and funding up to £7500, over a 3 
year period, aimed at building up 
school rugby activity and capacity.  
The expectation being that, after 
3 years, each project will be able 
to sustain itself going forward. 
The investment will be front end 
loaded, with the emphasis on kit 
and equipment and coaching in 
year one. In years two and three 
the funding will help to provide 
increased Staff Training/Mentoring, 
Competition, Club Links, and Young 
Leaders’ Training to create this 
sustainability. 

“ Canterbury Kit Design Workshop at Kingsholm
Back row- The Dean Academy

Middle row- Forest High  School
Front Row- Gloucester Academy. “

The Schools in the programme are: 

linked with Cinderford RFC and 
Westbury-on-Severn RFC.

linked with Lydney RFC.

Glos - linked to Old Centralians 
RFC and Matson RFC.

Additionally, there were 
Canterbury Kit Design workshops 
across the UK during Oct and 
Nov 2017, allowing the schools 
to design their own shirts; 
encouraging ownership of team 
values as enshrined in unique 
logos, colours and identity. The 
shirts will be unveiled during the 6 
Nations Tournament 2018 where 
the schools will feature in a half time 
parade.

Sir Thomas Rich’s School 
Rugby 2016-17

After losing to Chosen Hill School 12-10 in 
Round 1 of the Natwest Cup, Sir Thomas Rich’s 
U15s made excellent progress in the inaugural 
Plate Competition. It is the equivalent of the 
previous year’s Vase competition where Sir 
Thomas Rich’s were runners up in 2015-16. 

2016-17 U15 NatWest Plate 
Winners
In 2016-17 the U15s performed well in the 
Plate competition, beating Katherine Lady 
Berkeley 39-5, Pate’s Grammar 35-15, St 
Bede’s Catholic School, Bristol 26-7, Magdalen 
College School 22-5, Bishop Vesey’s Grammar 
School 6-3, Seaford College, Sussex 29-10, 
to reach the Final again; this time at Sixways 
Stadium in Worcester, rather than Twickenham 
as the previous year. In the Final, Sir Thomas 
Rich’s opponents were St Paul’s from London. 
In a low scoring game, Tommies defended 
heroically against a very well organised side. 
Luke Carr kicked two penalties and this time 
they were able to hang on to win the 2016-17 
Natwest Plate Final 6-3. 

2016-17 U14 EDF Energy 
Gloucestershire Cup Winners
Just as the U15s reached their Final at Sixways 
Stadium, the year below them at school, 
the U14s also reached a final of their own at 
Kingsholm. The U14s reached the Final of the 
EDF Energy Gloucestershire Cup by defeating 
Pate’s Grammar 60-5, Marling School 51-0, 
The Crypt School 48-5 and St Peter’s High 
School 22-14. In the Final, Tommies played 
Katherine Lady Berkeley and started brightly, 
leading 17-0 at half time. KLB worked tirelessly 
in defence, however Rich’s managed to gain 
some ascendency and eventually pulled away 
as worthy winners. The final score was 41-7 to 
Sir Thomas Rich’s. It was the school’s fifth U14 
Gloucestershire Cup Final appearance in the 
last eight years and their third victory in which 

Robbie Nixon was named man of the match.
Sir Thomas Rich’s 1st XV also had a very good 

season, finishing with a record of P22 W16 D1 
L5. They equalled their furthest ever run in the 
NatWest Cup losing to Bromsgrove School 
28-13 in the Quarter Final (the last time they 
reached this milestone was back in 2011-12, 
when they lost to St Joseph’s Ipswich 18-17). In 
the Daily Mail Trophy Merit Table they finished 
20th in the country. Notable wins this season 
came against Llandovery College, Millfield, RGS 
High Wycombe, King’s Worcester, Monmouth 
School, Northampton School for Boys and 
St Peter’s Gloucester. Defeats came against 
some of the toughest opposition in the country, 
including Clifton College, Warwick School and 
Kirkham Grammar School, Preston.
In total Sir Thomas Rich’s School RFC played 
276 games of rugby during the 2016-17 season. 
With around 12 games of rugby each Saturday, 
including one Saturday where Sir Thomas Rich’s 

played 17 fixtures. All staff, pupils and parents 
of Sir Thomas Rich’s are very much looking 
forward to the 2017-18 season and preparation 
for that has already begun. Next season’s 1st 
XV, 2nd XV and 3rd XV headed off to South 
Africa in July. This tour will be Sir Thomas Rich’s 
sixth Southern Hemisphere rugby tour after 
previous tours to Australia in 2007, 2009 and 
2011, New Zealand in 2013 and South Africa 
in 2015. The 49 tourists from the current Years 
11 and 12 at the School played an incredibly 
tough fixture list in South Africa, as they took on 
Langa Township, Paarl Boys High, Bredasdorp, 
Daniel Pienaar High School and Monument 
High School. Special mention must go to former 
1st XV Captain from the 2013-14 season, Sam 
Underhill, who toured New Zealand with the 
School in 2013 for his inclusion in the England 
Squad to tour Argentina this summer. This was 
a huge accolade for Sam and we wish him well 
with his new season at Bath.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS
UNIVERSITY OF GLOUCESTERHIRE RFC RUGBY THRIVING

Men’s Rugby Union at the University of Gloucestershire has over 90 
active members, making it one of the largest clubs to ever represent the 
University. UGRFC welcomes players of all abilities, with training tailored 
to the needs of all, allowing for the development across the playing 
spectrum. 
The club competes in the student BUCS Leagues on a Wednesday 
afternoon. This season the club has been able to field 3 teams in BUCS 
competition and a 4th XV in a pilot RFU-run development competition. 
The 1st XV compete in the 3rd tier Western 1A & the 2nd XV follow 
closely in Western 2A, after being promoted last year. The 3rd XV are in 
Western 4A. The club has also been successful in the end of season Varsity 
Competition with the University of Worcester, winning back-to-back 
fixtures; the most recent victory coming in April 2017 in which UGRFC 
won 39-11. 

UGRFC benefits from professionally run video analysis and a strength 
& conditioning programme. In the coming years the club will also be 
working with local schools and colleges, to run rugby scholarship days, 
where prospective students can come along and taste what the club offers 
and potentially earn a rugby scholarship.  

The club has a close working relationship with Women’s Rugby Union 
at the Uni, sharing coaching and committee processes and learning. The 
Women’s rugby club has recently been top of their tree, winning the 
BUCS Prem title at Twickenham in 2014.

Off the pitch, the club continues to develop and works closely with a 
charity called “Moth in a China Shop”. MIACS was founded in memory of 
Arthur Mason, a club member who tragically died in a farming accident.  
The club undertakes an annual bike ride from Cheltenham to Norfolk, a 
car wash and a naked calendar with all proceeds going to MIACS. UGRFC 
also hosts the highlight of the student social calendar, “Tash Bash”, which is 

an event to raise money for Movember/Cancer Research and is attended 
by well over 300 students.

Just 4 years ago the club was struggling to run 2 sides and it was very 
much only ‘social rugby’. There has been lots of hard work put in to change 
this approach and now the focus is on developing students through the 
vehicle of rugby, both on and off the pitch. The club prides itself on having 
a positive influence both in and out of the University, with a number of 
its members playing for local clubs and supporting their junior sections 
through coaching and refereeing.

For further information on the club please contact Director of Rugby 
Chris Downes -l3dnz@yahoo.co.uk- or Club Captain Matthew Bowles 
via any of the club’s social media functions.

Tom Hancocks
Marketing Sec for UGRFC

The University of the West of England’s Women’s rugby team has gone 
from strength to strength in the past few years. Highlights, no doubt, in-
clude the club’s membership record more than doubling, playing at Ashton 
Gate Stadium and winning all, bar one, of its BUCS matches last season. 
University sport is something they believe is a privilege to be a part of, es-
pecially in rugby; the sportsmanship is incredible and the love and support 
they receive from other teams after playing a match is heart-warming. 
They have welcomed a push from the RFU, which has increased visibility 
for this incredible sport and, seeing the support for the Red Roses, has 
driven their teams to be the very best they can be.

There is constant support from the coaches, Tom Monks and Keith Bohr 
and this season they have welcomed two more coaches, Phill Morgan and 
Sammy Knighton! They also enjoy the occasional outside coach coming in 
from the RFU, such as David Hilton and giving much valued input, which 
has definitely helped to improve their game. URDO Mike Panoho has giv-
en new players the opportunity to play rugby outside of BUCS.  Introduc-
ing the Tri Counties Student Sport [TriCSS] league last year, with Colin 
Stevens, has provided a real buzz for the players resulting in considerable 
growth over the last two years due to the flexibility in the TriCSS league.

With the UWE squad forever growing they have been able to field two 

teams for the second year in a row and are ecstatic about the TriCSS 
league and how it supports the development of players. The TriCSS 
games are helping to improve confidence and enabling full integration into 
the rugby sphere. UWE’s developing girls also made use of the Grand 
Prix development weekends that happened across the south west, at the 
beginning of the new academic year. They are so proud to see their skills 
developing and the team becoming even more enthusiastic about play-
ing rugby. The first team has had an incredible start to the season and 
currently lies second in the league table. UWE expects great things this 
season with promotion being its goal and they can’t wait to see what the 
season brings. 

Of course, each year they return to Bournemouth for the Sevens during 
the summer.  They have the opportunity to go on tour and, as always, 
have social events every two weeks.  Favourite socials so far have been 
‘Flock of Flamingos’ and ‘Mothers and Daughters’. Each year returning 
players receive a new member as a ‘daughter’, which helps bind the team 
together and embrace everyone. The entire team is made up of strong, 
beautiful and talented women; all proud to call each other a team mate 
and most importantly a friend. 
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Each season GRFU is given the 
opportunity to nominate just one 
person that is considered to be an ‘over 
and above the call of duty’ volunteer.  
It’s one of the most difficult decisions 
our Awards Panel has to make as there 
are always so many worthy volunteers 
to choose from.  This season it’s been 
our pleasure to nominate the person 
who is known to all our M & Y sectors 
as the ‘Queen of the Festivals’.

Lesley Gomer is one of our greatest 
ambassadors, who puts our young 
players first in all things.  She organises 
the GRFU Annual Festivals for U7s to 
U11s with great success, promoting 
the core values of GRFU and the RFU 
to the junior sections of our member 
clubs.    Lesley is always very willing 
to help and advise our clubs on festival 
administration and supports them right 
through to the Finals.  After which her 
work starts all over again in preparation 
for the next season’s Festivals.  She 
shares her extensive experience and 
best practice, to ensure that every Age 
Grade Festival is the best experience 

it can possibly be for the young players, 
coaches and parents taking part.  

Lesley was Treasurer of Stroud RFC for 
numerous years before being introduced to 
the GRFU Competitions Committee.  She 
has worked tirelessly on the Committee 
for over 9 years and established herself as 
the ‘go to person’ on all things relating to 
M & Y Competitions.

She promotes rugby and the GRFU 
well beyond the County boundaries by 
inviting guest clubs to the festivals.  Many 
congratulate us on our events and we have 
Lesley to thank for that.

The reward given to Lesley by the RFU 
includes 2 match tickets, lunch with the 
President, John Spencer, before the Eng 
v Wales match in February, post-match 
dinner with the teams and overnight 
accommodation.

We look forward to hearing from Lesley 
after the 6 Nations event so that we can 
report on her very special day in the next 
GRN.

Congratulations Lesley, we hope you 
have a really special and well deserved day 
to remember.

RFU President’s Award

DISPENSING RUGBY AROUND BRISTOL  
 UNITED BRISTOL HOSPITALS RFC    

Since 1946, the United Bristol Hospitals 
RFC has provided rugby for medical 
students and doctors from around 
the Bristol area. Originally based in 
Brislington, the club moved to the 
University Playing Grounds at Coombe 
Dingle in the 1990s and has remained 
there ever since. 

UBH RFC comprises primarily medical, 
veterinary and dentistry students, but 
welcomes all students to play rugby and 
balance their studies, while having the 
chance to engage with and become part 
of the local rugby playing community.

A team with high ambitions, they are the 
only University of Bristol representation 
in the local leagues and have played local 
Merit league rugby since 2007. They 
relish the opportunity to ply their trade 
against teams all over Gloucestershire 
and welcome visitors to Coombe Dingle 
on a Saturday to play on their new 4G 
pitch. They have also played cup matches 
against other medical schools in the 
National Association of Medical Schools 
cup since the early 1990s, being back to 
back Plate winners several seasons ago. 

Their traditions don’t just stop on 
the pitch; they have an illustrious social 
every Saturday night that is the envy of 
University sport! They have worked 

hard to build up an inclusive culture within the club, 
welcoming new players of all abilities. This season 

promises great things with a young coaching squad 
and we wish them well.

Value the Volunteer Outstanding Contribution Award 2017-18
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SPECIAL FEATURE 
“MORE PLAYERS PLAYING MORE OFTEN”

In the last edition of the GRN, we reported on the 3 initiatives stemming 
from the series of club forums, held towards the end of last season, to 
encourage more players to play more often.  It is a priority for GRFU 
to help clubs to get more of their players playing more regularly.  We all 
agree this is the biggest challenge facing most clubs.

The 3 initiatives concerned the competitive framework.  The first 
was to explore with the 4 Combinations in the north of the county, the 
possibility of bringing all their Combination Cups into a new competition.  
This would ensure that there would be sufficient teams of a comparable 
standard to provide additional meaningful cup matches; this was to 
overcome the problem where in some Combination competitions there 
might be just 2 or 3 teams.  Initial discussions with the 4 Combinations 
would suggest this proposal might not be welcomed and, after further 
discussions with them, this view has been confirmed and will therefore 
not be pursued.  Instead, Combinations will employ different formats, 
such as a series of pool matches, rather than a straight knock-out, when 
the numbers entering a particular competition are small.

The second initiative was to consider whether 2nd and Lower XVs 
should be allowed to enter the RFU leagues alongside club 1st XVs.  To 
gauge support for this, GRFU sought the opinion of 67 GRFU clubs by an 
on-line survey; not requiring responses from Bristol Ladies, social clubs 
like Bristol Bisons and Gloucestershire Constabulary, our 2 Premiership 
clubs, Bristol Rugby and Gloucester Rugby and clubs from the HE sector, 
such as Hartpury College and Bristol University.  Sixty-three clubs 
responded.

Thirty four clubs (54%) were not in favour of allowing 2nd and lower 
XVs to enter the RFU leagues.  Even, if the 4 that did not complete the 
survey supported the 29 clubs who were in favour, the majority of clubs 
would still not support 2nd and lower XVs playing in the RFU leagues. 
Like Brexit, this is a very divisive result, in that a significant number (nearly 
50%) of clubs will not be happy with the outcome, whereas just over 50% 
will be happy.  We did analyse the results further to see if any particular 
groups of clubs influenced the outcome or expressed the same opinion.

One of the questions asked in the survey was how many male adult 
teams each club regularly ran.  This question was asked, because there 
was a concern that clubs that only ran one male adult team regularly, 
might feel disadvantaged by allowing 2nd and lower XVs to enter the RFU 
leagues; it was one of the disadvantages listed in the survey.  Eleven clubs 
told us that they only run one such team.  Of these, 5 were in favour and 
6 were against allowing 2nd and lower XVs to enter the RFU leagues.  
Therefore, the opinions of these 11 clubs were in line with all other clubs 
in the county.

Of all the groups of clubs that we analysed, the only group whose split of 
opinions was not in line with all the other GRFU clubs, were those whose 
1st XV play at Level 6 and above.  Of these 9 clubs, 8 were in favour of 
allowing 2nd and lower XVs into the RFU leagues.  Clearly, the outcome 
is particularly disappointing for these clubs.  So while GRFU will not be 
pursuing a case for 2nd and lower XVs to play in the RFU leagues, we will 
be undertaking work with clubs whose 1st XVs play at Level 6 and above, 
to look for ways of improving the competitive structure for their 2nd and 
lower XVs.  Many of them participate in the SW Pilot League.   This year 
8 clubs have entered, 5 of which are in Gloucestershire.  However, by the 
end of November, one of those teams is no longer playing in this league.  
So, is this the right type of competition? What improvements could be 
made? What are the challenges to all the fixtures being honoured?

The third initiative concerned the Reserve Leagues, which have now 
been re-branded the Wadworth 6X Leagues, removing any reference 
to “reserve”.  Firstly, as a result of an another on-line survey over the 
summer months, these leagues are now decided on a points system, 
no matter the number of games played, rather than the percentage 
system that has been previously used.  In addition, GRFU has provided 
all clubs with laminated sheets to display prominently in the clubhouse 
and changing rooms, which set out the regulations of the Wadworth 
6X Leagues.  This enables the players from both sides and the referee, 
to have an immediate source of reference, to clarify any dispute on the 
regulations that arises immediately before the match kicks-off.  

However, the most significant change applies to the organisation of 

these Wadworth 6X Leagues for many of our 2nd and lower XVs.  The 
Bristol & District League One and the Gloucester & District League One 
are both running throughout the season unchanged, starting with 6 and 
12 teams respectively.  All other leagues were initially being organised 
into pools of 6 teams, with 4 in the north and 3 in the south of the county 
to minimise travel.  Fixtures were played from the beginning of the 
season until November.  The leagues have now just been re-organised 
to remove any teams that have not fulfilled many fixtures, to avoid any 
future mismatches. Four teams are not continuing and there are now 
teams in these leagues with a set of fixtures to take them through the 
remainder of the season:
Bristol & District 2 – 10 teams
Bristol & District 3 – 7 teams
Gloucester & District 2 – 8 teams
Gloucester & District 3 – 7 teams
Gloucester & District 4 – 7 teams

Across all the Wadworth 6X Leagues, until the end of November, 65% 
of fixtures planned were played.  This compares with about 55% across 
the whole season in both 2015/16 and 2016/17.  Clearly, we need teams 
to continue to honour all their planned fixtures.  Towards the end of the 
season of we will seek the views of clubs about the success of having this 
2 stage league system, whether it should continue into next season and 
what improvements could be made.

We have also been monitoring, with the 2 Referee Societies and the 
league organisers, matches that have been cancelled on a Saturday 
morning.  At the end of November 8 such occurrences had been reported; 
this is 8 to many.  We ask clubs not to leave it to the last minute to cancel 
fixtures.  Clearly, clubs are strongly encouraged to honour all their planned 
fixtures in the Wadworth 6X Leagues.  Please ensure your players know 
all the games that your club has planned and, if there’s a problem about 
availability where you cannot raise 10 players (matches can and should be 
played in these leagues with that number of players), let your opponents 
know early.  Given sufficient time, they can lend you players (again, a 
requirement of the regulations) or, if the match between your 2 clubs is 
not possible, your opposition have the time to find alternative opponents.  
One of the excuses of cancellation on a Saturday morning is that there 
was not a society referee available and, therefore, there is a safety issue. 
This is incorrect and even if the match is refereed by a non-society official 
all the RFU insurances are fully valid. There is a shortage of society 
referees, especially in the north of the county and, invariably, it is matches 
between 2nd and lower XVs that will not be allocated a society referee.  
However, it is perfectly acceptable for matches to be officiated by a club 
referee (again, the Wadworth 6X League regulations accept this with no 
effect on the result).  While not absolutely ideal we know, clubs have 
an important part to help encourage, from within their own community, 
men, women, girls and boys to take up the whistle.  Recently, every club 
in the Cheltenham Combination agreed to find at least one individual to 
qualify as a referee.  Sixteen individuals successfully completed the course 
in November and it is ideal that they take their first steps in refereeing 
officiating in Wadworth 6X Leagues.  If every club in the county identified 
one such candidate, the shortfall of referees on a Saturday afternoon 
would soon be solved!

So what next?  We always knew this was going to be a long-term project 
and will take a number of years to change the culture if we are to get 
more players playing more regularly for 2nd and lower XVs. Before the 
end of the season we will hold another series of club forums to review 
proposed strategies and their outcomes to date and, more importantly, 
to look at what other strategies we could pursue (which, among others, 
could include, in the longer term, the use of artificial grass pitches; the 
numbers of which are growing around the county and on which there 
is an article on page 3 of this GRN). We are also open to any innovative 
suggestion that encourages 2nd and lower XV players playing more often 
and regularly.  If your club or an individual in your club has a spark of an 
idea, please do contact County Office.  It is always worth exploring and 
may be developed or generate an alternative that proves beneficial.
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I have been presenting my rugby show, 
The Scrum, on BBC Radio Bristol for nearly 
two years.  The programme has gone down 
well and the audience is increasing.  It was 
long overdue for Radio Bristol to give the 
rugby community its own show. 

In terms of the content, anything goes – 
any level, any age and any gender.   One 
minute it might be Todd Blackadder, the 
Director of Rugby at Bath, Winscombe girls 
U15 team appearing in a national final, or 
Matt Perry getting up at silly o’clock to do a 
live chat with me from New Zealand, ahead of one of the British and 
Irish Lions Test matches.

I say this with some caution, but the most compelling rugby story 
I have covered and will continue to cover, is that of Liam O’Keefe.  
Liam, a back rower, sustained a serious spinal injury when he took the 
ball into contact for his club, St Mary’s Old Boys, against Cheltenham 
Saracens.   The challenge was innocuous.  The ramifications were life 
changing.   Some weeks after the incident I interviewed Liam’s Dad, 
Alen, at the family home.   He showed incredible fortitude and strength 
as he talked about his lad who was in a specialist spinal unit in a hospital 
near Salisbury.   It was an unspoken ambition of mine to have Liam as 
a studio guest on The Scrum.  This happened much sooner than I ever 
anticipated.  It was a humbling experience as he spoke about the game 
he loves sitting in his wheelchair.  He has no axe to grind with his game, 
the sport he loves.  Liam O’Keefe is an incredible human being.

I have met so many great people covering rugby.  It’s a pure sport, 
untarnished by greed or cheating.  The grass roots overflows with 
passionate, dedicated and focussed people.  For so many, rugby is their 
life and so many give their life to rugby.  Long may this continue.

 The Scrum is on BBC Radio Bristol on Tuesdays, 6-7pm and on line 
via bbc.co.uk/radiobristol

 See also page 14 – the importance of personal insurance.

As Derek was unable to attend the Minchinhampton event in the 
presence of HRH The Princess Royal, nor the AGM at the end of last 
season, the GRFU President finally tracked him down at the beginning of 
this season to present him with his award.

Derek has done more than most to ensure that the Mini & Youth Section 
of Kingswood RFC is the best that it can be.  He has now been able to hand 
over the reins of M & Y in order to take on the role of Club Chairman.  His 
years of organisational skills will benefit the club as a whole while he will, 
no doubt, be keeping a fatherly eye on M & Y.

Back in 2008, Derek Golding approached the Kingswood RFC 
Committee asking for its support in starting up a junior section.  With 
well-established clubs in the area having strong M & Y sections already, 
they believed it could be a struggle to find enough children, who weren’t 
already playing rugby, to make it work.  However, Derek was keen to try 
and he received the club’s full support. 

He started by forming an Under 7s team with just 8 players. The next 
year the Under 7s moved up to Under 8s and Derek found a new Under 
7s team. With his persistent work with local schools & RDOs, Kingswood 
can now proudly boast an incredible M & Y membership of 235 children!

Kingswood not only has teams through to Under 16s, but also Under 
13s girls and Under 15s girls teams.

This means Kingswood RFC have the real possibility of having a Ladies 
team in a few years’ time.

Derek’s passionate and relentless efforts to make the club a success just 
shows what can be done by a volunteer.

Thanks to his incredible efforts, hundreds of kids in the area are now 
enjoying playing rugby, keeping fit and making friends, while the long term 
future of our rugby club is looking bright and exciting.

Guest Reporter
- Geoff Twentyman
BBC Radio Bristol

A Volunteer of 
the Season 2016-2017

Derek Golding – Kingswood RFC
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KIDS FIRST - DRYBROOK 
U11s AT TWICKENHAM
Drybrook Under 11s were invited to play in a curtain raiser game 
against Colerne Panthers and form a guard of honour for the teams 
at Twickenham prior to the England v Argentina OMW Autumn 
International.  This was made possible as both clubs had pledged to 
the Old Mutual Wealth Kids First Programme focussing on kids being 
at the forefront of all rugby.

The sense of excitement was tangible as the fifteen children selected 
to take part met up for the early bus journey to Twickenham.  The 
only disappointment was that the whole squad couldn’t go so team 
mates were left behind. As we drew closer to Twickenham there was 
the “are we there yet” comments coming from the players and the 
excitement starting to build even more when their new shirts, kindly 
donated by Lydbrook Valley Garage, were passed out ready to put on 
for our arrival. It got more intense when they were asked who could 
spot Twickenham first. When they could see the corner of the stand 
protruding high above the houses, shouts of “its massive” and “whoa” 
rang out as they arrived at the home of English rugby.  

The players walked around the outside of the stadium where they 
were looking at the tiles of past England players.  We then met up 
with the equally excited Colerne Panthers at the Lions Gate and 
photographs were taken of the teams in front of this great entrance.  
Some of the best players in the world have walked through this iconic 
entrance and now these Under 11s can claim the same privilege. 

Escorted into the changing rooms, the players rehearsed the guard 
of honour before putting on their boots ready to step inside the 
great stadium.  Both sets of players lined up before coming out onto 
the pitch, where the music was playing and, even though not many 
people were seated in the stands at this time, the atmosphere was 
incredible. Walking around the pitch to our playing area, all you could 

Sandwiched between two miserable rainy days, Thursday 28th September was a 
balmy day of summer sunshine in late autumn; ideal for Stow-on-the-Wold and 
District RFC’s first Local Schools One Day Fun Day. 

Having invited all primary schools within a ten-mile radius of the clubhouse, 184 
kids from 13 local schools in year groups 3 and 4, competed in four pools for Fair 
Play trophies. The Fun Day was refereed by rugby coaching and refereeing students 
from Hartpury College in Gloucester.  The teams were chaperoned to their pitches 
by Stow RFC coaches from the Minis section of the club.

Warners Budgens, a local supermarket chain that supplied fruit and water, amongst 
other foods, for each player, sponsored the Fun Day. Darren Honer from Budgens 
also presented the Fair Play trophies to the winning teams at the close of the day. 
The Fair Play winners were a team from Acorns School in Long Compton, Cold 
Aston C of E Primary, a combined team from Lower Swell C of E and Longborough 
C of E and Stow-on-the-Wold Primary. The referees were asked to award Fair Play 
points at the end of each game for each team displaying one or more of the core 
values of rugby, each core value equalled 1 point.

Each team played 5 games of tag rugby for 7 minutes, with a minimum of two girls 
on the pitch at any one time. Time was kept centrally to keep to a tight school day 
finish. St. Mary’s Primary School entered a team of 7 players who had not previously 
played any rugby and all players enjoyed their day. 

All schools have given positive feedback and Stow RFC looks toward an expanded 
Local Schools One Day Fun Day at the start of next season.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drybrook Rugby Football Club welcomed children with high-functioning autism 
to take part in a training session from coaches Jason Roberts and Paul Hornchurch 
last Tuesday.
The children attend a local youth group, organised by Crossroads Care, a local 
carers’ support charity working across the Forest of Dean and Herefordshire.
The young people had never played rugby before and were excited to take part in 
physical activities, promoting their confidence and communication.
They undertook basic ball skills and worked on their teamwork before enjoying 
a short game of rugby.  The evening was rounded off by sausages and chips, all 
provided by the rugby club.
Drybrook RFC has pledged to put children first with the Old Mutual Wealth Kids 
First Programme.  Targeted at U7-U13 boys and girls, it aims to up-skill coaches 
and create a great rugby environment.
Old Mutual Wealth Kids First aims to give young people the opportunity to 
prosper through rugby by creating an environment for promoting fun, learning and 
confidence.
To get in touch with Drybrook RFC, contact them on 01594 542595.  To find out 
more about the youth groups run by Crossroads Care, contact them on 01594 
823414.

Team in blue - St. Mary’s from Broadway

Children with autism train with 
Drybrook RFC

STOW ON THE WOLD & DISTRICT RFC 
One Day Fun Day sponsored by Warners Budgens 
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hear was the excitement of the players jabbering away to each other 
and the coaches, even though there was loud music playing; what an 
experience!

Two playing areas were laid out for the teams in front of the east 
stand, where parents and other spectators were ready to watch 
these youngsters play their match at Twickenham. The games were 
quick and fast with 5 minutes per session and with some wonderful 
play from both teams, they seemed undeterred by the fact they were 
playing on the hallowed Twickenham turf.  They showed great skills, 
offloading the ball before the tackle, great passing along the line to 
find the space, enabling tries to be scored quickly, which meant that 
all of the players got to score at Twickenham, a feat that has only been 
left to the few. For those players who were waiting for their next 
chance to play, they could look up at the big screens, where the little 
matches in front of the east stand were being broadcast live around 
the stadium, with some of the players also being interviewed. After 
the games had finished team photos were taken at the corner of the 
East and South stand before breaking for lunch. 

After lunch the teams again practised the guard of honour one final 
time before they had to do this in front of 82,000 people and millions 
watching around the world.  But before they went out there was a 
big surprise; a knock on the changing room door and in walked Ugo 
Monye, ex England and British Lion Winger, interacting and asking 
questions of the players, talking to them about his experiences and 
how lucky did they feel being at Twickenham today.  There were 
some great responses. Ugo mentioned to the players that they could 
be shown live on television, to which one player asked “can I put wax 
in my hair to look good on TV?”  This was met by laughter throughout 
the changing room and probably lightened the mood before their big 
moment.  Another great photo opportunity was when both teams 
gathered together around Ugo and had their photographs taken in 
the changing room. 

It was now time for the guard of honour and there were no signs of 
nervousness from any of these young players.  They lined up in the 
tunnel and walked out into the stadium in front of a capacity crowd, 
the England and Argentina players then followed onto the pitch, the 
Last Post was played and a minute’s silence for Armistice Day.  The 
teams broke and the guard of honour players returned back through 
the tunnel into the changing rooms to quickly collect their belongings 
and take up their seats ready to watch the international.  With all of 
the players now seated watching the game you could sense that they 
were still in awe of what they had just done.  When asked “what was 
the best bit of their day” the response from all of the players was 
“everything”. 

After the game there were opportunities for the players to get 
autographs and photos with some of the England players, then the 
journey back to Drybrook on the coach! The players were still reeling 
from what they had done during the day and were so excited the bus 
journey home was a memorable one with singing (led by coach Dale 
Critchley) and fun all the way back.

What an experience these players had and thanks must go to all of 
the coaches and committees at Drybrook but also to Tim Holmes, 
from the RFU, who arranged and made possible a day that all of those 
involved will never forget.

(Dan is an England 7s player and World Rugby’s top 7s try scorer and a former 
Spartan Mini and Hartpury Player)

Spartans RFC recently held their first Minis Registration Day at Spartans RFC, 
where Ceri Large, RFU Community Rugby Coach, helped run some coaching 
sessions. 

Numbers have increased dramatically over the past few years and the driving 
force behind this has been Rob Vallender, now President of the club and his wife 
Jane.

Week in, week out both Rob and Jane are at training sessions and games; Jane 
collecting subs and making sure there’s food at the end of a game, Rob coaching 
and encouraging the kids.... and joining in with the odd game of tag rugby with 
them (and the adults).

Both are a credit to the club and to rugby as a game. Without their dedication, 
passion and enthusiasm there would not be a Mini section at Spartans RFC.

They put the kids at the centre of everything.  They are the driving force behind 
the successful recruitment drive that took place over the summer months, 
resulting in numbers growing from around 10 to over 30 now. They also ensure 
Spartans have enough ‘coaches to kids’ ratio and raking in the seniors to help out 
as needed. Rob goes out of his way to make the general welfare of all children his 
main priority.

There are currently age groups from U7s – U12s and all abilities are welcome. 
If any child (7-12) would like to come and experience a training session please see 

the contact details below.
Training is on Sundays 10.15am – 11.45am at Denmark Road School Playing 

Fields, Lansdown Road, Gloucester. 
Contact:  Stacey Meecham 07890 529101 staceymeecham@gmx.com 

Rob and Jane Vallender with Dan Norton

SPARTANS MINIS TREBLED IN SIZE 
THANKS TO ‘PRESIDENT ROB’ 

AND HIS TEAM



14 – Issue 2 - January 2018  Gloucestershire Rugby News 

INSURANCE

RFU Injured Players Foundation - 
England Rugby’s Official Charity
IPF Ambassador Bill Beaumont says: “I’m asking every member 
of the rugby family to work together and support the Injured 
Players Foundation. With your support it’s no exaggeration to say 
that we can make a huge difference.”

The IPF is there to give support and information to rugby players who 
sustain a catastrophic spinal cord injury or traumatic brain injury which 
has resulted in permanent disability, whilst playing rugby in England at any 
level and at any age. The charity’s support is available to any player, male 
or female, young or old, amateur or professional, to help them through 
recovery, rehabilitation and for the rest of their life.

Once informed of a potential catastrophic injury, the charity act quickly 
to help the player, their family and the club involved. The charity aims to 
make contact within 72 hours of an injury being reported and can be on 
hand to offer immediate support in any form needed to relieve pressure 
and stress at such a difficult time. This support can include:
- Travel and accommodation for next of kin while visiting a player in 
hospital
- Helping injured players stay in touch with family and friends whilst in 
hospital
- Ensuring catastrophically injured players get the information they need
- Relief of financial hardship as a result of a catastrophic injury
The charity can also provide family members, clubs and team mates 
with the information and support following such incidents, particularly in 
relation to how they can help the player with their recovery or adjustment 
to a new life.

The IPF endeavours to support catastrophically injured players with any 
essential needs resulting from their injury for as long as required. This can 
include help with:
- Accessing adapted transport
- Returning to education or training following an injury
- Adapting accommodation to meet changing needs
- Accessing wheelchairs and mobility aids
- Supporting injured players to attend matches at Twickenham, 
either through the charity’s specialist wheelchair adapted 
hospitality box (kindly donated by the RFU), or through 
accessible seating.

As part of the IPF’s work, the charity also funds vital injury 
prevention research to help prevent future injuries and to 
better understand how injuries occur in rugby, to protect 
everyone who plays the game.
How can you help support injured players?

The IPF needs everyone in the rugby family to get involved 
and support the cause. As the RFU covers all of the charity’s 
overheads and admin costs, 100% of your support goes 
directly towards supporting injured players and funding vital 
research.

Rugby clubs can raise funds and awareness for the Injured 
Players Foundation by hosting social events such as quizzes 
or curry nights, by hosting a club dinner in aid of the charity, 
or simply by getting in touch with the IPF Team to request 
a collection tin and some posters for their club house to get 
started.

The charity also has places in many running and cycling 
events such as the Prudential Ride London, as well as a 
selection of marathons, half marathons, and 10k runs which 
you can support the charity through. For more information 
on how you can help make a difference, contact the IPF 
Events & Fundraising Team at ipf@therfu.com or by calling 
020 8831 7660.

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ANY INJURY THAT RESULTS 
IN AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN HOSPITAL MUST BE 
REPORTED THROUGH THE REPORTABLE INJURY 
FORM [CLUB] AVAILABLE AT https://gloucestershirerfu.
co.uk/useful_forms 

RFU Insurance 
Each season there is confusion about the insurance provided to clubs by the RFU. The greatest concerns are raised when a player is injured. 
The panels below show the cover provided for players also the other included categories. Full information on detail of cover can be found 
at: EnglandRugby.com/insurance 

If a player is injured and is hospitalised overnight as a minimum, there is a Reportable Injury Event Protocol (p 431 in RFU Handbook) that 
clubs must follow. 

The RFU has established the RFU Injured Players Foundation (IPF) a charity which provides support to players who suffer a potentially 
catastrophic brain or spinal injury. More information can be found at rfuipf.org.uk  

 

 
ALL CLUBS need to be aware of the detailed insurance information at englandrugbyinsurance.co.uk This covers: Club Insurance; Loss of Income; Club 
Property; Tours; Risk Assessment; Incidents and Claims    

Loss of Income insurance can be obtained from insurers independent of the RFU and clubs are free to explore the conditions and premiums offered. As a 
minimum, clubs should make players and particularly those that are self-employed, aware of cover that is available. Some clubs insure through The South 
West Mutual Benevolent Fund (details can be found on the Devon RFU website)              

 

RFU Insurance

Liam is on the way back
Our own Liam O’Keefe from St Mary’s Old Boys, is just one of the 
recipients of IPF care, following his life changing injury on the pitch one 
Saturday afternoon just two years ago.  Liam’s father, Alen, told us that 
they had a phone call from the IPF on the Monday following Liam’s 
accident and next day staff visited Liam and his family in hospital. 

Alen can’t speak highly enough of the support they have received to 
date. “When our world suddenly turned upside down, it was great to 
have someone to ask questions, to liaise with the medical professionals 
on our behalf, to help us with what to do next. Dean and Caroline, from 
the IPF, have been tremendous; we were in constant touch with them 
in the first few months throughout Liam’s time in both Southmead and 
Salisbury hospital.”

The IPF supported a number of stays for Liam at Oaksey House and 
he’s gained companionship as well as shared experiences with other 
injured players too. The charity has been a huge relief to the O’Keefe 
family - they have answered lots of questions, allayed many worries and 
continue to support Liam’s rehabilitation.

We caught up with Liam when he was a guest in the IPF box at 
Twickenham for the England v Samoa match in November.  Liam said “I 
owe so much of my recovery so far to the support I’ve had from the IPF.  
There’s someone on the end of the phone if ever I need them.  That and 
the help from my family and friends from the rugby world means loads 
to me.”  Liam has a wonderfully positive attitude about his recovery even 
though, as he admitted, “I do get “down days” when I’m bored and just 
waiting for something to happen. We’re now converting my bungalow so 
I can live independently and I’ve just got to keep hoping that I’ll be out 
of this chair one day.”  Liam told us that following the three courses he’s 
been on recently he knows he’s got to get more exercise at the gym.  He 
said “I want to get a van now that I’ve passed my driving assessment and 
get back to work as an electrician and be able to get to the club without 
relying on others.”  With an inspiring attitude like he has, Liam deserves 
to achieve these goals.

Liam is keen to give back to the charity which has supported him and is 
organising a Social Sevens weekend at St Mary’s Old Boys RFC next year 
(please save the date: August 11-12th).

Each season there is confusion about the insurance provided to clubs by the RFU. The greatest concerns 
are raised when a player is injured. The panels below show the cover provided for players and the other 
categories included. Full information on detail of cover can be found at: EnglandRugby.com/insurance.
If a player is injured and is hospitalised overnight as a minimum, there is a Reportable Injury Event Protocol 
(p 431 in RFU Handbook) that clubs must follow.  The form is also on the GRFU Website under Org & 
Admin – Useful Forms.
The RFU has established the RFU Injured Players Foundation (IPF) a charity which provides support to 
players who suffer a potentially catastrophic brain or spinal injury. More information can be found at  
rfuipf.org.uk 

ALL CLUBS need to be aware of the detailed insurance information at englandrugbyinsurance.co.uk 
This covers: Club Insurance; Loss of Income; Club Property; Tours; Risk Assessment; Incidents 
and Claims   
Loss of Income insurance can be obtained from insurers independent of the RFU or contact Howden 
at rfutours@howdengroup.com to explore the conditions and premiums offered. As a minimum, clubs 
should make players and particularly those that are self-employed, aware of cover that is available. Some 
clubs insure through The South West Mutual Benevolent Fund (details can be found in the GRFU 
Handbook)             



VOLUNTEERS
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
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Andy Woodruff - 
Avonmouth RFC

Grassroots rugby requires tireless work behind the scenes and one 
man who has done more than most was rewarded for his efforts at the 
glittering Crabbie’s National Rugby Awards ceremony at Twickenham.

Andy Woodruff is a stalwart of Avonmouth Old Boys RFC in Bristol.  
His efforts through all aspects of the club earned him the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  A player in his younger days, Andy devotes 
countless hours to ensure the club runs as smoothly as possible.  

Two of his colleagues collected the award on his behalf at the ceremony 
at Twickenham.  Ted Britton, the chairman of Avonmouth, praised the 
efforts of his club colleague and felt the award was richly deserved.  “We 
nominated Andy for the award for the tireless work he puts in for the 
club,” he said. “In his younger days, he was an excellent player. He was 
captain of the seconds for about seven years.  I remember playing in 

that team and I think we went two years 
undefeated.  He is a stalwart – he took 
over as fixture secretary and he helps 
with the pitch. He does a lot of the work 
himself, and he’s also on the committee. 
Basically he will do anything that you ask 
of him and he’s just such a reliable guy. 
He’s talking about stepping back, but 
hopefully this award will make him stay a 
little bit longer!”

 Crabbie’s Alcoholic Ginger Beer 
passionately supports rugby at all levels. 
To help amateur clubs thrive, they have 
launched Crabbie’s Rugby Rewards. Find 
out how your club can earn kit for every 
bottle of Crabbie’s sold in your clubhouse 
at www.crabbiesrugby.co.uk
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RUGBY
RELATED

INSURANCE
SERVICES

Howden UK Group (formerly Perkins Slade) 
was appointed in July 2016 as England Rugby’s 
insurance broker.  They have responsibility 
for club, player, coach and referee insurance. 
In the last year they have developed the 
insurance and supporting services available 
in a number of ways and would welcome the 
opportunity to meet with you and your local 
club representatives, to explain what they do, 
what they can arrange for clubs and how they 
may be able to assist in future.  
Howden UK Group would look to discuss 
topics such as:

held responsible and what happens if a claim 
is made

injury cover provided for all players and what 
additional cover can be arranged to help 
support the loss of income for players injured 
for a short period

what it’s not covered for, and best practice 
around arranging events

such as repatriation are not covered in the 
standard policy

practice, including practical assistance and 
demonstration of the online risk assessment 
tool

Please contact Andy Goulbourne 
a.goulbourne@perkins-slade.com or Dave 

Stubley davestubley@rfu.com / 07736 722387 
for more information.

If you would like to discuss your tour insurance 
requirements, the dedicated and experienced 

travel team are ready to talk on 
02392 41 90 15, or email them on 

rfutours@howdengroup.com
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Gloucester & District Refs Society  
REFEREES

Gloucester and District Society of Rugby Referees has a long-standing 
exchange with New England Rugby Referees Society and, in the closed 
season, one lucky trio got the chance to experience North American 
rugby.

Nathan Howarth, Simon Tyler & Billy Fishwick were all very interested 
in seeing rugby outside of the UK. Nathan also had another agenda as this 
was his first leg of a round the world rugby experience.

After arrival in Boston, Nathan, on the first leg of his global rugby 
experience, remained local, while Si & Billy travelled north to Albany, the 
capital of New York State. All three had games the following day; Si & 
Billy refereed the Division 2 women and Division 3 men crossover play-
off matches between New England & New York State teams, with the 
winners moving onto the National Championships. Nathan’s match on 
Saturday was between last year’s Division 1 national champions, Mystic 
River and Glendale, a very strong team from Colorado with many former 
and current US Eagles within their ranks.

A clubhouse next to the pitch is one thing we take for granted in 
Gloucestershire, so having to change pitch side, then having post-match 
beers from a cooler is very unique. Teams and officials would have no 
hesitation in travelling 6 hours for a game and then heading home, just 
to play the local team. Their commitment and passion for the game is 
remarkable.

Having been suitably entertained post-match on the Saturday, Sunday 
was spent at the Northeast Academy 7s just outside Boston. The purpose 
of the Academy is to identify, develop and prepare Sevens rugby players 
with the intention of placing ambitious athletes onto the USA National 
teams and future USA Olympic teams.  Most of these players have an 
American Football pedigree and it showed with their athleticism, as Billy 
found out during his last match.

After a busy weekend of rugby, the trio headed north to Portland, Maine, 
for some relaxation and sightseeing. After visiting the famous Portland light 
house, snow unfortunately prevented them from reaching the summit of 
Mount Washington. After a few days the trip continued further north in 
Maine, culminating with an epic white-water rafting experience down the 
Kennebec River, a grade 4 river with grade 5 in a few places. 

Now fully recharged, all three took the 10-hour car journey to Newport, 
Rhode Island, for the New England Championships. This championship 
was the finale of the season, just like the combination cup but in a 2-day 
festival format. This is also one of the only times within the season that all 

Left to right - Nathan Howarth, Woody Hanstein, Si Tyler, Matthew Bigelow, 
Billy Fishwick, Mo Schultz & Travis Rowel.

officials get together. It was great for the referees to meet up with other 
New England referees that we have hosted in Gloucestershire in the past.

After the Saturday matches, the New England Referees had their society 
dinner where we were warmly received. Nathan, as the self-appointed 
senior referee, gave a wonderful speech which went down extremely 
well, as nothing was thrown at him during it!

For the final day of the tournament the weather had turned, which 
made playing and officiating extremely challenging. Having all refereed 
respective finals, the lads headed back to Boston for their last night, 
where a good shower and an early night was long overdue.

On the final day, Don Jennings gave a fantastic War of Independence 
Tour around Massachusetts, finishing with a duck tour of Boston. With 
Simon and Billy dropped off at Logan Airport and Nathan taken to the 
bus station for his trip north to Canada, the memorable and exceptional 
exchange had come to an end.

A massive ‘thank you’ goes to both Chairmen, Ade Danks & Chris 
Schuyler for organising and maintaining this exchange programme. Another 
thank you goes to all the New England referees, who hosted, taxied & 
looked after our three referees. All three would highly recommend this 
experience to any member of the society.

What a great start to the season for the Bristol Referees Society! 
During pre-season they covered over 60 matches, putting out a number of teams 
of three. It was really beneficial for players, coaches and match officials to get to 
grips with the GLTs [Global Law Trials] with a clear focus on the tackle area and 
scrum when hookers now have to hook for the ball. 

In September, we appointed 239 matches; an increase on last year’s 209 in the 
same month and already we have put two teams of three out. Putting out teams 
of three is clearly a way of us helping to develop our referees, in addition to 
helping the games in which they are involved. 

Our first three meetings have seen twenty new referees introduced to the 
Society and all have gone through the induction programme with Tony Swash and 
Ian Smith. It’s also pleasing to know that we now have fourteen active coaches 
working with a cross section of referees from the society, which will only help 
improve our performance levels. These are really exciting times as numbers and 
opportunities increase. 

In October, besides our domestic exchanges, we were able to send Adrian 
Johnstone, Joe Crawford & Chris Watkin to Romania to experience a different 
culture and brand of rugby. The feedback we received is that the guys did really 
well, both on and off the pitch. We welcomed two South African referees in the 
same month as part of our ongoing programme with Valke Society.  We were 
able to show off our great city of Bristol with its history and the uniqueness of our 
rugby community, kicking off with a welcome dinner. 

We are clearly looking forward to the Dubai 7s when we will be sending five 
referees - Jim Bennett, Ollie Carey, Simon Adams, Ben Green and Joe Crawford, 
plus referee coach Craig Pocock. 

The hard work put in by the Committee is reaping benefits, with more 
games being covered, our general meetings attracting attendance of over 50 

Bristol Referees Society - update

referees, plus our ‘Hudl’ review sessions with a good blend of 
experienced and new referees and coaches attending. These 
meetings are invaluable as we continue to strive to improve 
and give more consistent performances across the Society. 

It is really important that we continue to provide a platform 
for individuals to develop as well as enjoy themselves. 

We socialise off the pitch and have a Christmas social 
planned for 16th December. The culmination will be our 125th 
Anniversary Dinner on 18th May 2018. This will be a very 
special event to celebrate an outstanding achievement for our 
Society and the rugby community in Bristol, while at the same 
time we will be welcoming many of our friends from other 
countries and around the UK.  

Valke Society representatives, Stefan Thompson (left) & Willem 
Lombard (right) pictured with Ed Morrison outside the Bristol 
Commercial Rooms on their recent visit.
 



BRISTOL REFEREES SOCIETY
REF IN THE SPOTLIGHT – Paul Namata
Q: How do you balance work, family 
and refereeing?
My family are very supportive 
of my refereeing career and 
aspirations and it is often a 
balancing act trying to keep the 
family life & refereeing career in 
tandem. My weekends are split 
into Saturdays for Bristol Society 
appointments plus two Sundays a 
month.  The other two Sundays 
are spent making sure I spend time 
with the family.

Q: Has your Uncle Waisale Serevi 
had an influence on your refereeing 
and rugby career?
Massively. Growing up in Fiji 
there were two things that were 
intrinsically engrained into your metaphorical 
DNA; religion and rugby. When I grew up 
playing the game we would hear the names of 
Waisale Serevi, Eric Rush, Jonah Lomu, Joost van 
der Westhuizen.  Everyone wanted to emulate 
those heroes we looked up to and there was 
no bigger name in rugby and especially Fiji’s 
favourite brand – the abbreviated code WS 
- than my uncle, Waisale Serevi. He has such 
an exemplary work ethic; always training and 
grinding in silence and spoils of his battles on the 
pitch were the voices that sang his success the 
loudest. I loved that about him and, when injury 
cut short my playing career, I was motivated to 
return to the sport, albeit in a game keeper 
role, applying the ethos he lives by of training in 
silence and letting your success be your noise.  I 
try to be the best at whatever it is I give back to 
in the game in whatever form that is. 

Q: Whilst with the army where have you refereed?
Refereeing with the Army has been one of 
the best decisions I made and, despite the 
operational and training commitments I was 
involved in during that time, I have been to parts 
of the United Kingdom and also parts of the 
Federal Republic of Germany doing what I love. 
One of the most memorable appointments for 
me was refereeing the Women’s 24/7 SW Final 
at Exeter on Sandy Park.  I was so humbled by 
the appointment and the reality of knowing I 
probably wouldn’t have the opportunity to 

‘KYBO’ - Keep Your Boots On 
Use the following link to visit our ‘Keep Your Boots On’ website. 

This platform is aimed at active or potential coaches, referees and 
volunteers who want to access domain insights, plus find out more 
about courses, where they are and how to book on. The course 
locator is a great tool as is the video library section and the RugbySafe 
tab details all the current research and resources available around 
player safety: http://keepyourbootson.co.uk/

Linked to this site is an affiliated YouTube channel which houses an 
array of video resources and playlists to support coaches and referees 
in the field.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ9bbrN-mWFQYsAR0NKIi8Q

referee in front of a crowd this size again just 
gave me the motivation to give it my best and 
give back to the Army Society a performance 
they would have been proud of as a thank you 
for the opportunity.

Q: Last season you received the “Most Improved 
Referee” award from the BRS – how did you and 
your family feel?
I am truly grateful to Bristol Refereeing Society 
for all they continue to do for me and my family 
and I were really honoured by the gesture and 
so proud of my achievement. 

Q: You have worked with your 
coach Natalie Perry for the last two 
seasons – how has this helped in 
your development?
Natalie’s selfless commitment 
to my development speaks 
volumes of the lengths she would 
go to ensure I became the best 
referee I could. She has a brilliant 
coaching methodology which 
seems to work very well with me 
and I’ve gained so much as a result 
of the experience she had as one 
of Bristol’s top referees. 

Q: You represented the BRS in 
Dubai last season – what were the 
highlights of that experience?
The Dubai Invitational 7s marked 

a huge milestone in my development. Dubai, 
for those that dream of the exposure to an 
exhilarating 7s atmosphere, is a class act of 
its own. While the perks of being a part of 
that contingent meant being a part of the 
World Series celebration of an exemplary 7s 
spectacle, the greatest memory for me was in 
the pool stages of the invitational tournament, 
refereeing the UAE girls’ schools fixture. Given 
all the challenges they faced, it was a privilege 
to allow these girls to have the opportunity 
to revel in the hype of the tournament and 
showcase their skills on the grand stage 
where they were the stars.  The icing on the 
cake for me was at the end of the invitational 
tournament, being able to watch the World 
Series Cup Finals between Fiji and South Africa 
from the best seats in the stadium and this for 
me was another wonderful experience in itself. 
I made some really good friends in Dubai and it 
was an opportunity to learn from experienced 
referees and coaches from all over the world.  
Dubai 7s, from a refereeing point of view, is 
an event that is full of experiences. It not only 
tests you physically, but also demands a level 
of psychological flexibility, to rise above any 
given challenges and still have the presence of 
mind to provide the best platform for players 
to enjoy the game. This is one of the greatest 
highlights that came out of my experience in 
Dubai and one I would wish for every referee 
to tick off the bucket list in their career.
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CLUB NEWS

The very first episode of ‘Rugby Tonight on Tour’, the BT Sports flagship rugby programme, 
was filmed at Old Richians on 11 September - another accolade for the Gloucestershire club.

Regular presenters, Ben Kay and Martin Bayfield, were joined by ‘Dursley made’ local hero 
Ben Morgan.

Needing no introduction, they are pictured above with a mixture of Old Richians’ U15s and 
U18s women and girls.

On Saturday the 29 July Tewkesbury Rugby Football 
Club opened their gates for a celebration of Rugby. 
The day was a fitting tribute to the memory of Bram 
and Chris Lane who died tragically whilst helping the 
Club during the floods of 2007. 

On the Memorial Day twenty-two teams took to the field 
to play touch rugby, with all abilities from beginners through 
to experienced touch rugby players being represented.  
Steve Joslin and The Worcester Warriors Community 
team expertly oversaw the competition. Steve Joslin, who 
was the Club coach at the time of the tragedy, presented 
winning trophies to Cheltenham Touch, Bredon RFC (A), 
In Ant we Trust (Tewkesbury RFC) and Bredon RFC (B).  

The Day continued with a short memorial service, 
attended by local dignitaries and club members, with a 
welcoming address from Club Honorary Secretary Geoff 
Sallis, followed by a reflection and prayers led by the 
Reverend David Coulton. Fittingly the ceremonials were 
finished with a rendition of Jerusalem by local musician 
Brian Balster. 

 The club was proud to welcome strong representation 
from the emergency services, whose work and efforts on 
the front line in July 2007 will long be remembered. The 
Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue service came with three 
vehicles and a boat. They promoted their Fire Service 
cadets in Tewkesbury and recruited their first member from 
Tewkesbury’s U14s. The South West Ambulance Service 
was also present and all the vehicles allowed access to the 
many children present. What’s not to like about flashing 
lights and wailing sirens? The highlight was probably using 
the fire engines to spray the training pitch.

The day was well attended by Club members old and 
new either in a volunteering capacity or as spectators. From 
their support, the hard work of the team of volunteers and 
the generosity of local businesses, £3,000 was raised for 
two charities, Wooden Spoon, The Children’s Charity of 
Rugby and The Midlands Air Ambulance.

Club Chairman, Michael Tinney (left) and Junior Chairman, Leigh Payne (right) 
received the award from Keith Gee, GRFU President

‘RUGBY TONIGHT’ Visits 
Old Richians RFC

THORNBURY RFC
ACCREDITATION

TEWKESBURY RFC
10 YEARS ON 

MEMORIAL DAY
for Chris and Bram Lane

Matt Boylan [Midlands Air Ambulance], Tim Heal & Paul 
Hipkiss [Wooden Spoon] 
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Bill Davies Whitehall RFC last year’s Chairman. Diane Cann Whitehall RFC Hon Secretary/
Accreditation secretary, Chris Scott Whitehall RFC President, Keith Gee GRFU President, 
Bev Colton Whitehall RFC current Senior Chair, Dave Shehan Whitehall RFC  Life member 
and committee member.

Bristol Rugby was delighted to welcome so many 
Bristol Combination and club representatives, 
from both juniors and seniors, to Ashton Gate 
Stadium on Thursday 26 October. 

Bristol Rugby is committed to ‘inspire our 
community through rugby success’. From our 
community foundations engagement, to ticketing 
and membership strategy, through to our 
Academy pathway, we are looking to develop 
strong relationships with all of our combination 
clubs.  By doing so we hope to enable their players 
to participate in both playing and watching rugby 
in the region. 

The club is focusing on providing opportunities 
from coach education, match day experiences, 
discounted tickets and structured projects within 
our local clubs.
 
If you’d like to find out more about how your 
club may be able to get involved with some of the 
openings with Bristol Rugby Club please e-mail 
groups@bristol-sport.co.uk
 
Vicky Barlow, Head of Memberships 
(Bristol Sport Ltd) 

Walking rugby in Gloucestershire is really walking the 
talk. Both Bristol RFC and Gloucester RFC have set up 
hubs around their clubs.  Like the one Gloucester Rugby 
set up at Newent RFC pictured left. Walking rugby is 
quickly becoming the inclusive sport that anyone over 
50 can take part in.

The beauty of this style of play is that it is non-contact 
and both men and women can play at the same time. 
Because it’s walking only it also caters for the not so 
mobile; less bosh, a bit more guile.

In September the first walking rugby tournament 
involving Gloucestershire sides was held at Keynsham 
Pavilion where Kingswood RFC beat GWR (Gloucester 
Walking Rugby) in the final.

With so much interest now evolving and organisations 
such as Age UK taking a keen interest, this is really 
showing the way to keep active, enhance social 
connections and play the game that we all love.

If you would like to get involved by either playing or 
setting up a side or are simply looking to find out more 
information, call Richard Steward on 07842835178

WHITEHALL RFC ACCREDITATION Bristol Rugby 
& Bristol 

Combination 
Initiative

OVER 50? LOVE RUGBY? 
NOT SO MOBILE? MAN OR WOMAN?

THEN WALKING RUGBY COULD BE THE GAME FOR YOU!

>>>>>>Watch this space
In the next GRN for the feature 
on the support given to the 
community game by Gloucester 
Rugby.
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SPONSORS
CRABBIE’S NATIONAL 

RUGBY AWARDS
Club Sponsor of the Year

Hills Construction- Kingswood RFC

THE RUGBY SPONSORS 
CONSORTIUM 

Kingswood RFC got a shot in the arm after they were nominated for the 
Club Sponsor of the Year award in the Crabbie’s National Rugby Awards.

Hills Construction has supported Kingswood RFC for the last seven 
years, with founder, Kevin Hill, being particularly involved with the club, 
helping to buy equipment and playing kit for junior players.

Chair of Kingswood RFC, Derek Golding, said: “The last year Kevin 
and Hills Construction have gone way beyond what any sponsor would 
normally do in the way of financial, logistical and emotional support.  He 
has also taken on building works at a loss to his company because he knew 
we needed it in order to survive as a club.  Kevin is in for the long haul 
and has already committed to further sponsorship for next season, when 
we will be offering free rugby to local full-time students that can’t afford 
playing fees.”

The Rugby Sponsors Consortium was the idea of Kevin Pope, Group 
MD of Protrack Solutions.  Protrack have sponsored a local club for 
several years and, knowing what a struggle it was for them to encourage 
sponsors and retain them, he and the club wanted to find a way of giving 
something back to willing companies as a thank you.

And so the idea was born of the Rugby Sponsors Consortium. The RSC 
(website coming soon www.thersc.org) in partnership with Gloucester 
Rugby and Gloucestershire RFU, is being business led by the companies 
involved.

The aim of The RSC is to improve the relationship between local clubs, 
their existing and potential sponsors, by inviting them to four events 
throughout the year, hosted by Gloucester Rugby or by the sponsors 
themselves.

The events will have a relaxed friendly atmosphere, where potential 
sponsors can meet Gloucester Rugby staff and players, enjoy question 
and answer sessions, have an opportunity to meet other like-minded 
business people and network in a professional manner.

Benefits to the clubs:
l	 To give back something to existing sponsors
l	 Obtain financial guidance and advice
l	 A platform to develop business opportunities
l	 Opportunity to create new relationships with potential sponsors
l	 Source assistance and guidance in the everyday running of a rugby 

club from successful businesses
l	 Sharing best practice amongst clubs at all levels

Benefits to sponsors:
l	 Opportunities for business growth with like-minded rugby 

enthusiasts
l	 Providing financial support to the local rugby community
l	 Connecting business to a diverse network of individuals in a new and 

enjoyable networking environment
l	 Philanthropic possibilities
l	 Sharing knowledge and ideas amongst the business community

Left to right - Charlie Sharples, Johan Ackermann, Mark Atkinson, Thinus 
Delport in a Q & A session with the sponsors.

A committee has now been established and the RSC is aiming for its 
next full quarterly meeting for all members in late Jan 2018.

Kevin Pope – RSC Chairman; Simon Kershaw - Vice Chairman; Karl 
Rudzki – Secretary;  Matt Marshall - Finance and Membership 

The main goal of the RSC is to provide opportunities to clubs to obtain 
further sponsorship, based on services, goods or cash to a minimum 
value, but also to introduce sponsors to companies which may enable 
them to do business together in the future.

DRYBROOK RFC 
- What an act to follow!

Paul Mason decided to stand down from 
his position as Club Chairman in June 2017 
after 20 years in office. Paul took over from 
Jeff Tate in 1993 and in total has served 
an incredible 40 years on Drybrook’s 
committee. During this time he has also been 
the club’s fixture secretary and even more 
remarkably archivist / match reporter/press 
officer for the entire 40 years.
A true legend of the club is having a well-
deserved break.  He is recharging his 
effervescent batteries, as he seeks to carry 
on helping the club in any way possible, 
which currently includes finalising his new book written on behalf of the 
club, ‘Drybrook Rugby Football Club - The Last 25 years’.

Since Paul took the helm, Drybrook has been transformed into a thriving 
business, the envy of many rugby clubs in the country, with its 1st class 
facilities for both rugby and entertainment; which stands as a legacy to his 
hard work and dedication over the years. 

He has been personally responsible for the upgrades in the clubhouse, 
floodlights, changing room extension, new gym, just to name a few.  His 
passion for writing also got Drybrook the new England kit launch in 2012. 
Paul was also the architect of the club’s RFU Whole Club Seal of Approval 
in 2012 and RFU Club Accreditation in 2014.

Drybrook Rugby Club will be eternally grateful to Paul for his efforts and 
for plotting a course for its continued success and development.

The new Chairman is Chris Rawlings, who was elected at the 2017 AGM 
and has a near impossible task of filling the great mans shoes!
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COMBINATION NEWS
Bristol & District Combination 

Round-up

Forest of Dean Round-up

Level 7 Winners Coney Hill  14 beat Chosen Hill 13

Wadworth 6X County Cup Results

Level 8 Winners Barton Hill 24 beat Longlevens 17

Level 9 Winners Old Colstonians 31 beat Widden OBs 5

Stroud & District Combination 
Round-up

0333 600 1020

The flagship AGP at Lockleaze is on track and, as reported 
elsewhere in this edition, is expected to be open in January 
2018.

A representative XV played Stroud and District Combination 
on the 15th November winning a well contested game 19-5.

Meanwhile the majority of combination clubs are thriving with 
many achieving strong positions in their respective leagues. 
South West Premier – Dings Crusaders 2nd, Cleve 4th 
Tribute SW1 West – Thornbury 4th
Tribute WC North - Old Bristolians 1st, Avonmouth 4th
Wadworth 6X Gloucestershire Leagues: 
Glos Premier – Chipping Sodbury 1st, Barton Hill 4th
Glos 1 – Old Elizabethans 1st Glos 2 – Broad Plain 3rd, Ashley 
Down 4th
Glos 3 – United Bristol Hospitals 1st
County Cup Level 8: Barton Hill played Longlevens and, in a 
game of ‘two halves’, Barton Hill emerged victorious 24-17 
against a valiant Longlevens team. 
Wadworth 6X Cup Competitions:  Cup – Semi-Final – Cleve 
v Weston-super-Mare and Clifton v winners of Old Redcliffians 
v Hornets. The Bowl and Vase competitions have yet to reach 
semi-final stages at time of going to print. 

And finally the Bristol Referees Society 125th Anniversary 
Dinner on May 18th 20198 is a sell out. Guest speakers include 
Nigel Owen, Wayne Barnes and John Spencer.

The eight clubs in the Forest Combination have generally had 
a good start to the season with the odd exception. Most clubs 
are managing to fulfil their fixtures and therefore achieving 
‘more players playing more often’.
Colts teams are a struggle in the Forest but the Women & 

Girls Section is doing well and all clubs have thriving Mini & 
Youth Sections.
The Combination Cup matches are under way and we look 

forward to the Finals in May.
Off the field we are pleased that Forest of Dean is being 

considered as one of the locations in the County for the AGP 
project.  If successful, this would greatly enhance the facilities 
available to teams in the Forest of Dean and other Community 
Sports Clubs.
Should you wish to get in touch, the FoD Combination 

Representative, Rob Beswick, can be contacted at: 
robbeswick@hotmail.com or call 01594 842360 (Daytime) 
and 07796 423598.

Overall the ten, mainly rural, clubs are all faring well both 
on-field and off though some clubs’ results leave room for 
improvement. 

Cirencester, Minchinhampton and Dursley have fielded 
a 3rd XV on several occasions. Tetbury, Minchinhampton, 
Cirencester, Stroud and Dursley all have Colts sides in the 
GRFU Development League. Dursley Ladies have had a good 
start in the RFU Leagues. 

All clubs’ Mini and Youth sections are doing very well with 
good playing numbers. 

A number of clubs are generating funds through alternative 
opportunities – car parking, running clubs, toddler groups and 
yoga. This has to be encouraged.
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LEST WE FORGET 
MEMORIAL SERVICE 

10/11/2017

On Friday 10 November 2017, thirty member clubs of the Bristol 
Combination laid wreaths at the Memorial Gates at the Memorial 
Stadium Bristol.  The GRFU President was also present laying a 
wreath on behalf of GRFU.

DOWN MEMORY LANE

SOUTH AFRICA v GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
28th December 1912
Hard to believe now that the County side would be playing a full 
international team, but here it
is. And look at the menu - five 
courses - I don’t suppose pasta 
and bolognaise tasting quorn had 
arrived on these shores then!  It 
would have been worth playing just 
to sit down for dinner.  However, it 
doesn’t say that is what the players 
received!!  Maybe things weren’t 
so different!  
Any readers with memorabilia 
that they think is worth sharing 
please contact: grnnorth@
gloucestershirerfu.co.uk

When Nick Baldwin was clearing his father’s attic, he came across this 
precious possession of his grandfather, Harold Baldwin.  The GRFU cap 
was presented to Harold when he represented Stroud RFC on the wing 
of the County side in 1928.  

GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN

Harold Baldwin Remembered
1905 – 1978

TEAM PHOTO Harold is seen seated second from the left.

Nick wanted some background on Harold’s rugby career and fortunately 
John Darlaston, GRFU Governance Sector Head, knew Harold’s son, 
Stan, very well.  

Renowned as a ‘social animal” Harold was well known locally. His rugby 
genes were passed to his son Stan, who had a long involvement with 
Dursley RFC.  Stan was a player and Club Chairman and in 1968 started 
up a 3rd XV called the Nomads.  Stan was instrumental in the club’s 
move from Dursley Rec to its current home in Stinchcombe.

RIP 



Gloucestershire Rugby News                                                                                                         Issue 2 - January 2018 – 21


