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Adrian Siddorn –
The new GRFU Chairman

Andrea Grant –
The new GRFU County 
Administrator

My rugby life started with my local club St Mary’s Old Boys in 
Bristol. I was not the greatest player and, although I did play for 
the first XV, my name was never first on the team sheet. Most of 
my appearances were for the second and third team. I started as 
a flanker but, as I slowed down, moved to tight head prop. 

I enjoyed the camaraderie, team spirit and laughter so much 
I wanted to put something back into the club. Starting with 
committee work and eventually becoming Club Chairman in 
1999. I had the tremendous privilege of being Chairman for the 
centenary year of 2000 and, in 2003, the club became the first 
Bristol Combination club to play at Twickenham in the Powergen Intermediate Cup Final (a 
game we did not win). 

After 10 years and in my final year, Geoff Davies, then the incoming County Chairman, asked 
me what my plans were and would I be interested in participating in the work of the County. 
Excited by the prospect I agreed. I became the County Facilities & Funding Coordinator, taking 
over from Richard Green; a position I held until last year. During this period a total investment 
of more than £1.3 million towards club improvement projects, valued at over £5 million, came 
into the County. The figure does not include NatWest weekends and pitch projects, adding 
approximately £40,000. This achievement reflects the dedication and hard work of numerous 
people at grassroot level in clubs in our County. 

I see the privilege of being County Chairman as another opportunity for me to continue 
to contribute to our game. The County is the main point of contact between the RFU the 
professional staff and our clubs, offering advice and support when required. The game is 
changing, so it is essential we adapt with it and help our clubs to firstly be sustainable and then 
grow as they face the challenges ahead.
Adrian Siddorn - GRFU Chairman

We are pleased to announce the appointment of Andrea Grant 
who will take over the role of County Administrator when Tricia 
retires in the summer. 

Andrea will be known to some of you from her current 
volunteer roles within GRFU.  On hearing the news Andrea said 
“I’m delighted to be taking on the role of County Administrator 
and looking forward to working with Adrian and the GRFU 
Management Board; supporting them to enhance partnerships 
with clubs, schools, societies and the RFU staff in the development of local rugby.

“With an insight into the great work of Gloucestershire RFU as an active rugby Mum, I have 
been volunteering on the GRFU Communications Committee, working primarily within the 
Bristol Combination.  Taking up the reigns for Marketing and Sponsorship more recently, has 
enabled me to increase my connections and develop relationships to hopefully benefit the CB.

“Experienced in administration and communications, I’ll endeavour to offer a celebrity 
customer service to you all, promoting best practice and core values.  However, I have HUGE 
shoes to fill as Tricia begins a new chapter in her life.  Rest assured, we will be working closely 
together until the end of the season so that I gain a full understanding of the activities required 
to fulfil the job successfully.” 

Andrea will start the handover on 16 April, working alongside Tricia, until she takes over as 
County Administrator at the end of July.

COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS
2018 Bill Beaumont Senior Men’s County Championship

Saturday 05 May  3pm KO  Devon v Gloucestershire Brixham RFC
Saturday 12 May 3pm KO  Gloucestershire v Hertfordshire Lydney RFC
Saturday 19 May 3pm KO  Surrey v Gloucestershire Esher RFC
Sat 26 or Sun 27 May KO tbc FINAL TWICKENHAM 

2018 Gill Burns Women’s County Championship
Sunday 29 April  KO tbc  Gloucestershire v Kent Dings Crusaders RFC
Sunday 06 May KO tbc  Devon v Gloucestershire Teignmouth RFC
Sunday 13 May KO tbc  Gloucestershire v Berkshire Cleve RFC
Sunday 20 May KO tbc Semi Finals Venue tbc
To be confirmed KO tbc FINAL TWICKENHAM



Gloucestershire Rugby News                                                                                                                Issue 3 - April 2018 – 3

It is hard to believe that I have held a position within the GRFU for over 
15 years. Since 2010 it has been a privilege and honour to serve as your 
Chairman.  Leaving office is never easy, but when I accepted the role I 
stated my intention to take the County through a major period of change.  
That has largely been achieved, so the time is right to step aside.   I know 
my successor, Adrian Siddorn, will bring a different style and some fresh 
ideas as, collectively, we strive to take the Game to the next level within 
Gloucestershire.  I wish him every success as he adjusts to the role and 
challenges that lie ahead.

At a changing of the guard such as this, it is helpful to reflect on a few 
achievements and some of the ongoing challenges.   The transformation 
process in how the GRFU is structured and does its business is largely 
complete; however, no organisation can stand still and must adapt to the 
ever-changing needs of the game.   All those heading major sectors within 
the Union are fully empowered and get on with their work unfettered. 
Succession is now embedded within the structure; jobs are no longer 
for life! Effective communication has been at the heart of what we have 
endeavoured to achieve.  Clubs have fully engaged with County Office 
and all communication is now electronic.   The culture is one of support 
to the needs of the game, both on and off the field.  One must not lose 
sight of the fact that all those who serve rugby are volunteers.   

Over the years society has changed but rugby has been slow to adapt.   
Everyone has a busy life and there is now a multitude of choice in how 
individuals spend their leisure time.  Add in ever increasing family demands 
and it becomes easier to understand why clubs struggle to field 
lower XVs on a regular basis.   The commitment of players at 
all levels will remain a significant challenge.  There is no simple 
answer but we must try to keep players engaged whatever 
form of the game they enjoy.   Club loyalty is no longer as 
prevalent as once it was.  Consequently, identifying the pool 
from which the next generation of club administrators will be 
recruited, is becoming ever harder as those currently serving 
get older.

It would be easy to understate the impact the ‘Kids First’ 
initiative has had on the junior game.  The change in culture, 
away from the ‘win at all costs’, to the clear player development 
objectives, through inclusive skill development and playing 
opportunity, has been profound.   This is no more evident than 
at the County Festivals, where the level of skill displayed by the 
players is increasing year by year and the whole atmosphere of 
the event has changed to one of enjoyment.  Change such as 
this will be generational but will drive playing standards up in 
the adult game.   Women and Girls rugby continues to grow in 

the county, but significant challenges remain over suitable club facilities 
and the recruitment of volunteers to serve as coaches, referees and 
administrators.   The potential to have a thriving female game is clear but 
remains a significant challenge to harness.

The arrival of Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP) brings with it opportunity, 
to review the rugby offered to those not playing regular Saturday rugby.  
Moreover, wear and tear on grass pitches will reduce as more full contact 
training shifts to AGP centres.  My ideal solution would be for one AGP 
per combination, however, the RFU business model would not support 
this.  Clubs must fully understand the benefits of such facilities and work 
together to ensure best utilisation of available pitch time which is cost 
effective.    Clubs will have access to 8 World Rugby compliant AGPs in 
Gloucestershire by the start of the 2018 season!

I could continue my musings here, but probably best to reflect 
further over an ale in a club bar.  In closing, the game remains strong in 
Gloucestershire, however, significant challenges remain in key areas.   I 
thank and pay tribute to Tricia, for her outstanding support during my 
tenure and to her overall contribution to the GRFU over the last decade.   
I may have stepped aside as Chairman but hope to continue to serve the 
Game in another capacity.

Peter Williams

Peter Williams – GRFU Chairman 2010-2018

Throughout his tenure, Peter has steered GRFU into the 21st century. He 
has been the initiator, architect and deliverer of an ambitious programme 
of change, which has enhanced the status of the county and transformed 
the administrative face of rugby in our Constituent Body [CB]. He has 
earned the respect of many involved in our game and his content and 
delivery ensures an attentive audience whenever he speaks.

Peter was keen to bring modern practices to the CB.  He empowered 
individuals and encouraged them to drive forward innovative ideas.  He is 
an advocate of social media, who knew that effective communication was 
the key to developing rugby within the county, by enthusing volunteers to 
be inventive and novel.  

At the outset, he continued the restructuring of the Management 
Board to enable the effective and efficient delivery of rugby.  His strong 
leadership is driven by his passion for the game of rugby and most 
importantly the rugby family.

Sitting on the RFU Cub Development Sub-Committee, Peter was at 
the forefront of the Planning, Funding and Reporting [PFR] model. He 
ensured that what he advocated was practised within Gloucestershire so 
that the county was always at the vanguard as the PFR model and system 
developed, making CBs accountable for the monies received from the 
RFU. This was an important step in our desire to obtain greater funding, 
to support the development of the game and our Clubs. Gloucestershire 
was the first CB to submit its action plan and gain RFU approval.  Under 

Peter’s guidance Gloucestershire is 
recognised by the RFU as one of the lead 
CBs. As part of his RFU work, he helped 
organise a number of CB conferences to 
encourage co-operation, the spreading of 
good practice and planning for the future.

Peter’s enthusiastic approach towards 
team building, ensured the relationship 
between the County volunteers and 
the RFU professionals, producing a 
seamless cooperation to the benefit of all. He established a far greater 
understanding and working relationship with the Referee Societies. At 
Club level he introduced financial subsidies to help offset the cost of 
courses and was always keen to recognise the contributions of Club 
Officials. 

Peter is a keen supporter of all training and development opportunities, 
in particular, the RFU Leadership Academy and eventually gained 
support from the RFU to run a course every year in Gloucestershire. 
He recognised that the Club nominated delegates would strengthen their 
own Club administration as a direct result of their time on the course.  

We are delighted that Peter will continue to serve on the Management 
Board to enable us to benefit from his wide experience and good counsel.

Reflections of the departing Chairman  – Peter Williams
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Bristol Schools Rugby Union – 
U16s bond on and off the pitch

REPRESENTATIVE RUGBY

The squad has enjoyed a good season and played some quality rugby over 
the 3-match programme.

OLDEST AND YOUNGEST EVER 
COUNTY U20s??

It started in Cornwall where they stayed overnight in Newquay and on 
the Saturday the boys took part in a ‘coasteering’ activity - jumping in and 
out of the sea from the cliff edge. Given the Arctic temperature it was 
very much a character building activity for the players. 

The rugby the next day was tough and competitive with BSRU losing 
both games narrowly. The set of fixtures against Somerset were played 
in torrential rain, but this didn’t stop all 6 teams attempting to play free 
flowing rugby. The games were competitive and with good running rugby 
on display. BSRU won one and lost two. 

The 3rd weekend saw the senior BSRU team play a close and physical 
match against the Boys Clubs of Wales. This match was narrowly lost and 
will have provided a good learning experience for the squad involved. 

The final match of the programme was the clash between the South 
and the North of the county. The first fixture was a competitive and 
closely fought match with both teams playing hard. The second fixture 
saw a much more powerful North team beat the BSRU team. Again, the 
learning opportunities for all players was part of the experience. 

Overall a great County programme was had by all the players involved 
and it was a privilege to issue county ties to nearly 60 players. To be able 
to offer a unique rugby experience to these players is essential and the 
support from the County, clubs, schools, coaches, parents and teachers is 
a crucial part of this process. Thank you.
Ali Baker, BSRU Chair 

A brand new playing strip thanks to GRFU main sponsor 
Wadworth proudly set up the u20s for their encounters 
with Cornwall, Dorset and Wiltshire and Hampshire in this 
seasons Jason Leonard County Championship.

Gloucestershire started their campaign against a strong Cornwall side 
on a cold and windy February afternoon at Cinderford. Going down 
26 to 15 to Cornwall head coach Richard Planchant felt that the score 
did not reflect the team’s potential. The weather conditions didn’t help 
and Cornwall’s big pack were quick to exploit any lose ball allowing 
Cornwall to score 4 tries to Gloucestershire’s 2. On that occasion 
Gloucestershire’s try scorers were Chris McCann, Cleve RFC, and Ben 
McIlwraith, Cinderford RFC, with Dan Cole, Hartpury College, adding a 
conversion and a penalty.

Conditions, if somewhat cold, were, however, ideal when 
Gloucestershire took on Dorset and Wilts on the AGP at Bristol 
Grammar school sports ground, Somerset. In a thrilling game, which 
produced a total of 9 tries Gloucestershire emerged as bonus point, 
winners after giving the home supporters a nervous final quarter-result 
Gloucestershire 35 to D& W 29.

Gloucestershire were quickly out of the blocks scoring a try under the 
posts within minutes of the start, courtesy Eric White, Fairford RFC. 
Dominating the first period Gloucestershire scored two further tries 
from Mac Dale, Bristol University, and Will Baldwin, Cinderford RFC, 
with Dan Cole adding a conversion and a penalty. 

Going into half time with a 12-point advantage the home side seemed 
to be in a comfortable position.

 However, they conspired to allow Dorset and Wilts back into the game 
so that with 10 minutes to play D& W were in the lead 29 to 27! Numerous 
handling errors and a second yellow card for the Gloucestershire 
number 8, together with bench changes that strengthened the away 
team, allowed D &W back into the game with a vengeance. A typical 
Chris McCann short range try, Gloucestershire’s 4th, was looking as if 
it wouldn’t be enough as Gloucestershire were still trailing with minutes 
left. But McCann wasn’t done and with the help of his forwards the 
second row forced his way through for his second try and the match was 
sealed with a penalty from replacement full back Tom Webb, Hartpury 
College.

After this performance head coach Planchant praised his side for 
toughing out a very competitive game especially when they played the 
majority of the second half with 14 men.

“To have a bit of a bad twenty minutes and to come back into it, it 
shows some great credit and we have some really talented boys and they 
deserved the win”.

The final game was away to Hampshire but was postponed because of 
snow. See https://gloucestershirerfu.co.uk/ for match report  

JASON LEONARD
U20 COUNTY 

CHAMPIONSHIP 2018

Alan Dale U20s County Manager asks are these the oldest, Dan 
Nicholls, and youngest, Mac Dale, players to play for the U20s ??
Mac was 17 and 116 days old on debut and Dan sneaked in with 
an hour to spare!! If you know any different please let Alan Dale 
know - u20teammanager@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk
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The County Championship starts yet again in May but, with only one 
home game to look forward to v Hertfordshire, this should be the pick 
of this season’s fixtures.

The story so far after round 1 is summarized in the table below. Just 
a reminder that promotion and relegation between Division 1 and 2 is 
decided over a two-year period.  There are two Divisions in tier 1 with 6 
teams in each group North and South, but each team only plays 3 games. 
Seems to be a matter of luck, therefore, if you are not drawn against 
the traditionally stronger counties. Rankings are based on points and the 
Final, at Twickenham, is played between the two teams with the most 
points in Division 1 North v Division 1 South. Last year the finalists were 
Cornwall and Lancashire.

Gloucestershire is in Division 1 South, currently tucked in behind 
Cornwall, who we don’t play, in second place. Our opponents are Devon, 
Surrey and Hertfordshire. We play both Devon and Surrey away. We 
don’t play Kent or Cornwall.

Is looking at past results a guide to our future performance? Probably 
not, given the vagaries of player availability, selection, coaching and a whole 
host of other reasons. However, as a matter of record it’s interesting and 
it will not prejudice future performance knowing about it. Surely??
Gloucestershire start the campaign with a new Head Coach, Matt Teague 
(pictured right), the third in as many years.  

Matt is an Academy Coach with Gloucester Rugby and also coaches at 
Newent RFC.  Matt is excited at the opportunity of coaching the county 
which he regards as an “honour and privilege”.

He says that “winning 2 out of 3 last year has given me a real hunger and 
desire to go one better this year and see where we end up off the back of 
it. With Hertfordshire being our only loss in the last campaign away and 
with it being our home fixture this year, I fully expect us to be in with a 
shout of reversing that result, with the aim of going one better.”

Matt has recently added Luke Narraway to the coaching set up as 
forwards’ coach - he replaces Peter Buxton who is still in China. 

“Naz is someone I have known for a long time and who I trust. Naz 
will bring a depth of knowledge to the forwards and defence - you only 
have to look at the way Coventry have dominated National 1 to see the 
influence he has had.”

Mike Panoho and Rich Planchant complete the coaching panel.
If the table is an accurate reflection of standing then Gloucestershire’s 

hardest opponents should be Hertfordshire. Bear in mind also that 
Hertfordshire had two points deducted last year for fielding an ineligible 
player. Arguably Cornwall, Kent and Hertfordshire have harder challenges 
and few sides relish playing down in Cornwall, although the experience 
with their partisan and large crowds is both enjoyable and memorable.

Gloucestershire has played Hertfordshire every year this decade 
winning only once in 2012, when the home team Gloucestershire beat 
Hertfordshire 27-25.

Home advantage this year should help, but our last two home games 
were lost 5-23 in 2016 and 19-30 in 2014. Interestingly in 2014 Rory 
Teague, Matt’s cousin, was one of the Hertfordshire coaches. Rory 
Teague is now head coach at Bordeaux Begles in the French top 14. 
Maybe in a few years someone will be remembering Matt’s involvement 
with Gloucestershire when he has risen to greater things.

Gloucestershire’s recent record against both Surrey and Devon is less 
complete than that against Hertfordshire, because neither county has 
been in tier 1 for as long as the other two counties. 

Last year we beat both teams comprehensively at home and the last 
time we played either team away we also won; versus Surrey in 2016 
we won 22-38 and we last played Devon in 2010 winning 9-23. It doesn’t 
pay to underestimate the opposition, particularly when playing away, 

Bill Beaumont Senior Men’s County 
Championship 2017-18 Review

but Gloucestershire’s strength in depth should 
count so a ‘W’ is expected in both cases.

With Matt Teague’s stated ambition of 
“playing a brand of rugby that gets people 
enthused about County rugby” it should be a 
competition to saviour.

“Having scored 19 tries in 3 games in the 
last campaign, we’ll be going into this with the 
same attacking mind-set & ambition that gives 
players the opportunity to really express and 
enjoy themselves.”

A player who showed attacking flair last year 
was Sam Goatley and his haul of 7 tries made him the top try scorer in 
the competition.

“It’s an opportunity for players to experience the game with boys from 
other clubs, to learn and develop from each other.

I’m really looking forward to sharing the journey with the players and 
maximising our time together to make it the best experience for them 
in a County jersey

.... I want to make sure we enjoy it, have fun & get better along the way 
and enjoy that journey together.”

Well we can all drink to that. Your support at all the games will be 
appreciated but especially at the home game at Lydney on the 12th May, 
KO 3pm.

Gloucestershire play Devon at Brixham RFC on the 5th May and Surrey 
at Esher RFC on the19th May.

Sam Goatley
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR

A new GRN feature 
– why not send us 
a letter and we’ll 
print the best in each 
edition.  Naturally I 
want to be the first, 
so I’m writing to 
myself!!

Dear GRFU

The time has come to hang up my mouse 
and move on to more sedate activities in my 
retirement.  If you believe that, you clearly don’t 
know me very well at all after all these years!
When I joined GRFU as County Administrator in 
2008 I said that I would stay for approximately 4 
years till I was 60.  Well it’s been 10 very happy 
years which is why it’s lasted so long.  I’ve been 
surrounded by a most supportive Management 
Board, who have always stepped up when I’ve 
had to say to a caller “I don’t know, but I know a 
man/woman who does”.   They have all become 
my friends, as well as colleagues and the times 
we’ve spent together with partners socially will 
always feature in my memories.  Every time I 
select a belt to wear, I think of when a crowd of 
us went on a weekend trip to watch our Seniors 
play Cornwall in the County Championship. [He 
knows who he is!]
Everyone that I’ve communicated with, whether 
from a club, refs society, combination or one 
of our tireless committee members, either by 
phone, email or in person, has enabled me to 
always enjoy walking along the landing to work!  
It’s never been a chore and I shall miss you all 
enormously.
Several things have focussed my mind to make 
me realise that perhaps it’s time to retire and I do 
so with a heavy heart at what I’m leaving behind.  
But there’s some excitement about pastures 
new and more time with family and friends and, 
hopefully, playing more tennis.  
Now it’s time to hand over to a younger County 
Administrator, Andrea Grant, who will hopefully 
inject some new innovative ideas into how we 
“do things round here” as, at my old age, new 
technology, social media and all that stuff is a bit 
daunting.  Not to mention memory loss or have I 
already mentioned that? I’ve forgotten………..  I 
wish Andrea every success in the role and know 
she will look after you all in the same way as I 
hope I have done.
You can’t get rid of me altogether though, as I was 
made a Life Member a few years ago so I have to 
be invited to certain things – it’s in the rules!!
I look forward to saying goodbye, in person, to as 
many of you as can attend the AGM on 11 July at 
Old Richians RFC and to others through one of 
our many channels of communication. 
Thanks for having me, it’s been a pleasure 
working with you all.

Kindest regards
Tricia Perris
County Office

Here at Communications HQ - my backroom, 
it can be lonely especially when its time to put 
together a new edition of the GRN.

I’m not completely alone of course- Andrea 
Grant works covering the South and Tricia 
Perris is at GRFU HQ.  Yet too often we feel 
that our requests for information and articles 
go unheeded. We have regular contributors, 
but we are always looking to broaden the 
base and achieve the ultimate of covering all 
our activities and reaching each corner of the 
county. This is where you can help.

To provide copy for the GRN, to post Tweets, 
to put posts on Facebook, we need your input 
- your ideas - above all your copy and photos. 
Gloucestershire is a vibrant rugby County and 
with rugby happening across all age groups, at 
all levels and across each sex, we are not short 
of ingredients, but we need to know about it. 
Let’s try and share our experiences - the highs 
and lows.

An innovation we are trying with this edition 
is a new feature- ‘Letters to the Editor”- 
(see opposite page). This is your chance to 
comment on copy, express your opinion about 

local rugby issues, or just bring us up to date 
with a rugby matter we have overlooked. So 
please have your say.

More and more clubs are engaged with 
social media and we notice clubs using Twitter 
and Facebook looking for games, if there is a 
short notice cancellation. Clubs like Old Pats, 
Painswick, Old Richians, Dursley, Frampton 
Cotterell and SMOB, actively promote their 
games and we would hope that their gates 
and bars are benefiting as a result. (Sorry if I’ve 
missed anyone!). Using SM is not difficult and it 
enables not only your local supporters keep up 
to date but also a wider public.

To let Communications know what you 
are up to try any of these. Thanks we look 
forward to hearing from you.
coms@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk
grnnorth@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk
grnsouth@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk
@GloucsCountyRFU
GloucestershireRugby

Here are some recent examples from Twitter:

COMMUNICATIONS
Why we need your help?
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VACANCIES IN RUGBY
At any one time there are usually vacancies for volunteers 
within  GRFU. We are a very large organisation 
administering the game of Rugby Union across one of the 
largest rugby counties in England.

By volunteering you will be joining a group of like-minded rugby 
enthusiasts, all sharing a common passion. Volunteering gives you 
the opportunity to ‘give something back’, to learn new skills and 
to feel valued. It is also a great way to meet new people and to 
be involved in a purposeful and socially useful sport, that engages 
so many of our boys and girls, youth and adults across all strata 
of society. Because we are so diverse it will be fair to say that all 
skills and experiences can be catered for and you don’t have to 
be retired to get involved, nor be a man. Women are especially 
welcome and the younger you are the more likely you are to 
be actively connected with the game. The rewards are to do 
with personal satisfaction. Is it as rewarding as kicking a goal at 
Twickenham? Well no - that’s taking it a bit too far!!

WANTED
UBHRFC Forwards Coach 

The United Bristol Hospitals RFC is the team that represents 
mainly, but isn’t restricted to, Medical, Dentistry and 
Veterinary students from the University of Bristol, as well as 
local Doctors. We are a high performing team with higher 
ambitions. We play in the Gloucester 2 League, having been 
promoted in our first ever season in the national leagues. 
We also play in the National Association of Medical Schools 
(NAMS) Cup, playing against Medical Schools from all over 
the country. We are the current NAMS plate champions 
(2017-2018) and are looking to go one step further and win the cup; something 
never achieved in our history. We also have an annual Varsity match against 
Cardiff every season, as well as an end of season Exhibition match against an 
opponent of our choice. Further, we play Nantes University every year in the 
‘Ottie Uden Memorial Plate’ match, both hosting and touring every other year.

We field two teams.  Our first team plays on a Saturday in Gloucester 2 and 
occasionally on a Wednesday in the NAMS matches. Our second team plays 
locally in the Tri Counties League on a Wednesday afternoon, providing rugby 
for the younger players who are not yet on placement. 

We train on Tuesdays and Fridays, 8-9pm at the Portway Development 
Centre and all home games are played on the 4G pitch at Coombe Dingle 
Sports Complex. We regularly get 45 players to training and sessions are 
enjoyable for players of all abilities.

For the 2018-2019 season we are looking for a Forwards Coach to work 
in conjunction with our Head Coach, Mike Armiger. Mike has a vast coaching 
experience, having coached Wales U20s, England Students, Cardiff Blues 
Academy and the University of Bristol 1st XV, before coaching UBH. He is an 
extremely talented coach and would be fantastic to learn from. 

Our club is setting an example of how we believe Rugby Clubs should be run, 
trying to rid ourselves of the stigma of playing Men’s Rugby at University. We 
are an extremely friendly club, welcoming players of all abilities. We despise 
the initiation and bullying culture that pervades University Rugby and have 
made mental health in young men our absolute priority this season. We have 
an open culture, whereby older players are ‘buddied’ up with younger ones, 
giving them the knowledge of how to handle university and someone to talk to 
if they are in need. We have monthly talks about mental health and are active in 
bringing support to the fore, being a part of the Bristol University ‘BeManKind’ 
campaign this year. 

Ideally candidates would have at least RFU Level 2 coaching or the equivalent. 
We are looking for an ambitious coach who actively seeks to learn from his 
players as well as impart their experience upon them. They must be willing to 
commit to the club during their time here and regularly attend training. They 
must be willing to work closely with Mike to help mould players who are eager 
to improve and eager to achieve their full potential. They must understand the 
pressures put on University students and young working professionals, helping 
them mature not just as players but as individuals. 

Commitment would be a minimum of the two training sessions a week 
(Tuesday and Friday), which would be around 3 hours. Ideally candidates would 
be also willing to attend home and away matches on Saturdays and an added 
bonus would be helping to take the Development squad on a Wednesday.
Payment would be negotiated on request.
If interested, please contact 1st XV Captain Clement Stratford on either 
07584098955 or unitedbristolhospitalsrfc@gmail.com. 

Jonny at Twickenham
Most sectors welcome additional help; for instance, 

Communications would love photographic support. If you have 
a decent camera, like watching rugby and are willing to travel to 
games, especially county games, then please get in touch.

Currently we have a vacancy for the sector head of Women 
and Girls rugby. As a county we believe that we are currently 
behind the curve in developing Women and Girls rugby so it is 
one of our priority goals. But you don’t have to start at the ‘top”. 
If you feel that starting out or applying for the post of Sector 
Head is too big a step, please don’t let that stop you. Mentoring 
is available from ‘old hands’ and nurturing potential is as much a 
part of our modus operandi, as is empowering self-starters to 
push on independently. Teamwork is part of our ethic so if there 
are groups of mates out there why not consider applying as a 
team?

We currently have a need for volunteer helpers in Safeguarding, 
Volunteers and in Marketing & Sponsorship.  From the Volunteers 
point of view, we need people in the various combinations of 
the county to help recruit, organise and liaise with and support 
volunteers in clubs across the County.  This would be very much 
part of a team effort with the existing coordinators and young 
ambassadors.  The Marketing & Sponsorship Sector Head also 
needs helpers in the five combinations, to seek out sponsors 
for our member organisations and promote the GRFU brand. 
Safeguarding also needs committee members within each 
combination.

If you are interested in becoming a member of one of our Sector 
committees, please contact County Office on 01454 299215.

We also promote club vacancies and vacancies within the RFU, 
especially regional vacancies. This is something we would like to 
do more of so if you have a vacancy let us know. We can post 
your vacancy on Facebook, Twitter and our website. Future 
editions will have a section dedicated to vacancies.
To check out all our current vacancies please visit 
-https://gloucestershirerfu.co.uk/vacancies_in_rugby.
Contact details-
coms@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/GloucestershireRugby/
@GloucsCountyRFU
https://gloucestershirerfu.co.uk/
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Guest Writer - Steve Hill has his Say
BRISTOL POST

THERE are times when I really worry about the future of 
men’s club rugby.

Apart from two spells working overseas and a couple of seasons playing 
(very badly, in case anyone is interested) I’ve spent a good chunk of the 
last 35 years or so with notebook in hand on touchlines across the Bristol 
area.

And although there is still a vibrancy to the sport in the city – witness 
the transformation of the Combination’s run-down facility at Lockleaze 
into a modern complex, along with Dings Crusaders’ move to stunning 
new facilities at Frenchay – we have to be honest and admit that, in 
general, recreational rugby is in trouble.

For a start, male playing numbers are falling off a cliff. I don’t have any 
statistics to back up such a bold statement, only what my eyes tell me on 
my travels around the city watching matches in South West One West 
right down to Gloucester Three.

I’m not going to embarrass anyone by naming names because, goodness 
knows, it’s tough enough out there anyway, but there are far too many 
clubs that, not so long ago, used to run four or five Saturday sides who 
now battle to get two out, sometimes even one.

And the average age of some of those teams? Worryingly high. I have 
nothing but respect for the 40- and even 50-somethings, who soldier 
on with dedication in their hearts and a good dose of anti-inflammatory 
tablets in the pockets of their shorts, but I don’t see anywhere near 
enough youngsters graduating from the junior ranks to the senior game.

Virtually gone, also, are the days when players would be available every 
Saturday for a complete season.  Now disrupted by stag parties, skiing 
holidays and even shopping trips … the look of baffled incomprehension 
on the face of a coach, explaining to me one weekend the absence of his 
burly No 8, said it all.

Playing numbers are also not helped by the fact that more and more 
people are self-employed while has it ever been less acceptable to turn 
up at work with a black eye or something worse?

Add in ever-increasing crowds at Premiership grounds each week, 
growing TV audiences for top-flight rugby and a seemingly relentless rise 
in obesity rates, linked to a general preference for a sedentary lifestyle 
and, hey presto, here we are back at plummeting playing numbers.

I’m pretty good, I think, at pointing out what’s going wrong, not so 
clever when it comes to suggesting how things can be changed for the 
better.

If I had a magic wand then I would certainly wave it at the Education 
Secretary and somehow find money to buy playing fields to replace those 
sold off for housing.  I’d also train a tidal wave of PE teachers to really 
enthuse the next generation to play rugby (or any sport, to be honest) 
rather than watch.

That’s clearly not going to happen anytime soon so where are we? 
Well, thank goodness for the tremendous growth in the numbers of girls 

and women turning to 
rugby … might some of 
them also drag brothers/
boyfr iends /partners / 
husbands down to their 
local club?

And we should be 
thankful, too, for the 
dedicated efforts of 
administrators across 
the county who are well 
aware of the danger signs.  
They are desperately 
trying to stem the tide by 
looking at a raft of issues, 
including travel times/
distances and fixtures.

Personally, I think it 
would help many of the Bristol clubs if their 2nds and lower XVs were 
allowed into the Gloucestershire leagues, as they are in Somerset.

Meaningful, regular second team fixtures have become a real headache 
for clubs such as Clifton, Dings and Cleve while comparable rivals such as 
Weston-super-Mare, Old Reds and Hornets happily enjoy the benefits of 
competitive matches in Somerset Premier.

Further down the ladder, there was one Saturday in October when 
Barton Hill 2nds were home to Yate, Broad Plain 2nds entertained 
Avonmouth 2nds and St Mary’s 2nds welcomed their Imperial 
counterparts … all in Somerset Three North.

I know the Bristol/Gloucestershire border with our southern cousins is 
blurred in places, but this doesn’t feel right at all. So too the rigid outlook 
about colts playing only on Sundays … why not allow arguably your 
club’s most important team to play on Saturdays, on adjacent pitches 
to the ones or twos, to help encourage a transition to the seniors that, 
currently, is nowhere near as effective as it could or should be?

Only one thing is certain – the status quo is not an option, plenty must 
change if recreational rugby is to survive as we know it and hopefully 
thrive again.

Steve Hill
Bristol Post club rugby reporter

If you share Steve’s views about school playing fields, the importance of 
schools and you’re interested in sporting success, check out how they do 
it in Norway-https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2018/feb/22/norway-
winter-olympics-success.

Dings Leave Landseer Avenue - by Steve Hill
[This article first appeared in the Bristol Post and we are grateful to be able to reprint it here.]

THE sloping pitch is invariably a mudheap for half the season, the 
floodlights are as useful as flickering candles and for years the clubhouse 
has been falling to bits … but there was still a tear in the eye as Dings 

Crusaders said a final farewell to their Lockleaze home following an 
excellent top-of-the-table win over Bournemouth.

One of the great names in Combination 
history is on the move, to a luxurious new base 
at Frenchay. It’s just two miles as the crow 
flies from Landseer Avenue to the gleaming 
Shaftesbury Park development, but light years 
away in terms of facilities.

And while there was great excitement and 
anticipation in the air, there was also sadness as 
the curtain came down on 70 years at the heart 
of Lockleaze community life.

Former player Ray Bailey wrote on the club’s 
Facebook page: “The Dings were where 
Lockleaze boys came of age.

“I have two photos at home of Romney 
Avenue Junior School rugby sides of 1955/56 … 

out of the 30 lads in the pictures 23 went on to 
play for the club.

“On Saturday afternoons you would see 
lads walking down Orpen Gardens, Haydon 
Gardens, Romney Avenue and Brangwyn 
Grove, all making their way up to the Dings.

“There was no finer moment than when Bob 
Beynon, Brian Winter and myself pulled on that 
royal blue and black shirt for the first time … 
1959, Dings 3rds against Horfield 3rds.

“The blood that we shed! But did we lie 
down? Did we give up? Did we think of taking 
up another sport? No, we were the Dings, 
frightened of no one and ready to come back 
again and again and again.”

Rugby – and society – has changed much in 
the last 60 years or so with Dings now drawing 
players from a far wider catchment area.

The days of a fixture list virtually monopolised 
by facing other Combination sides are also long 
gone, with the advent of leagues bringing clubs 
from across the south of the country to Dings, 
including Worthing, whose team one season 
included a certain Joe Marler.

Landseer Avenue made such an impression 
on the then young prop that his official RFU 
England profile lists his best rugby memory as 
playing against the Dings on a pitch he later 
clarified “was full of sand, pebbles and glass.”

Dings’ reaction was priceless ... “Outrageous, 
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THE finishing touches are still being applied to the new Lockleaze Sports Centre, but rugby activity, at what used to be 
known simply as the Combination Ground, is starting to move into top gear.

there’s no sand in our pitch!”
One man who has played at Lockleaze for 

much of the last 30 years is Stean Williams, the 
club’s current Director of Rugby and still a blur 
of abrasive perpetual motion in the back row at 
the age of 38.

He said: “I can’t remember my first game here 
but I went home with my first trophy in 1986 
when I was six. 

“This place has always been worth a few 
points start for us because of where it is and 
the passionate support we have, it’s second to 

none.
“It is sad to be leaving, this is a totally 

unique ground with a unique atmosphere but 
ultimately it’s the people, the mix of characters, 
who make a rugby club and that’s something 
we hope to take with us to Frenchay.”

The spiritual heartland of the sport in Bristol 
has been transformed from a run-down and 
tired facility into an impressive £6 million 
complex complete with all-weather pitch, 
which is already being used by the Ashley 
Down and Bishopston clubs.

The Bristol Referees Society has staged its first 
monthly meeting at the centre which is also set 
to become a new home for the Combination 
committee.

And there are also plans for this season’s 
Wadworth 6X Combination Vase and Cyril 
Parsons Memorial Trophy finals to be held 
there.

The new facility, which boasts another all-
weather soccer pitch along with four upgraded 
grass pitches for use by rugby and football 
teams, also accommodates eight changing 
rooms, referee rooms, physio rooms, viewing 
gallery, large patio area, three bar areas and 
pitch-side standing.

And this is just the start as planning permission 

has already been granted for a second phase 
which, subject to financing, will include a sports 
hall complete with indoor fitness centre, squash 
courts and further community facilities.

Sandy Mitchell, who is chairman of the 
Trustees of the Lockleaze Ground and vice-
chairman of the Bristol Combination, is a 
member of a dedicated group of volunteers 
who 10 years ago began exploring options for 
the site.

The Combination originally purchased a 16-
acre parcel of land in 1948, which is in South 
Gloucestershire and home to pitches that 
were used by Ashley Down, while the adjacent 
Bonnington Walk pitches utilised by Bishopston 
– on a site of similar size – are over the boundary 
on Bristol City Council-owned land.

Mitchell said: “It became clear that if we did 
nothing then rugby there would have died … 
the ground needed an all-weather pitch and 
modern facilities to ensure that it was attractive 
to players of today.

“There has been a lot of hard work by a lot of 
people and I’m gobsmacked by what has been 
achieved. The hope now is that the facilities will 
have continual usage throughout the year.

“It is already proving popular for five-a-side 
football and the Bristol Rovers Academy are 
now based there, while UWE will also be a 
major user, along with the local community, but 
we are keen to get as much rugby played there 
as possible.”

South Bristol Sports Centre has been 
appointed to run the facility for its first year 
on behalf of the Combination, plus project 
partners Bristol City Council and UWE.

Ashley Down is continuing to use its own 
nearby clubhouse while Bishopston will move 
from their ageing base into the new multi-sport 
clubhouse.

The first phase of the development was 
financed by the sale of part of the land for 90 
homes.

FINAL FLING AT DINGS

IMPRESSIVE NEW FACILITY AT LOCKLEAZE



10 – Issue 3 - April 2018  Gloucestershire Rugby News 

VOLUNTEERS
GLOUCESTERSHIRE LIVE BEST CLUBMAN OF THE YEAR 

COMPETITION 2018
The following first appeared in Gloucestershire Live - thanks to Ellis Lane  
(ellis.lane@localworld.co.uk) and ‘Glos Live’ we are able to reproduce 
it here.

 ‘Glos Live’ received 11 nominations from clubs across the County 
(mainly the Glos Live catchment area) and, after a public on line vote 
running into thousands, the results were as published below. Every club 
relies on their volunteers and every club has their own ‘best clubmen and 
women’ We are happy to endorse this initiative.

“Gloucestershire Live has been on the lookout for the best clubman in 
the North of the county and we have found them.

After a shortlist was drawn up, the public voted on who should win the 
accolade of Gloucestershire’s Best Clubman.

The results are below as we countdown through the contenders before 
revealing who came in at number one.

Ian Serrell – Cheltenham Civil Service – 
11th

The man they call Thumper was forced to 
stop playing rugby after injuring his neck, but 
that has not stopped him being an integral part 
of the club. Since his injury, he has volunteered 
at the club and helps out several days a week.

Everything from washing kit to keeping medical 
bags up to date and collecting membership is 
undertaken by Serrell. Cheltenham Civil Service 
has awarded him their clubman of the year so 
many times that they are considering naming 
the trophy after him.
Pete Willetts – Old Centralians – 10th

Runs the show behind the scenes at Old Cents 
playing a vital role with both the rugby club and 
social club – which are not owned by the rugby 
club. Despite having a full-time job, wife and 
three children, he still finds time to volunteer at 
the club most nights.

Willetts joined Cents as a back three player at 
the age of 18 and now plays second row. He was 
the first Cents captain to lift the Combination 
Cup on its 100-year anniversary and skippered 
the side to its highest ever National Three finish.
Dan Yeates – Chosen Hill Former Pupils  
–  9th

Yeates has been at the Churchdown club all 
his life, almost since birth and has always had a 
prevalent role in the club whether on the pitch 
or off it.

He now plays an important role as the Club 
Secretary and has coached the second team for 
almost a decade. Yeates regularly dons his boots 
to turn out for Chosen Hill as well as helping 
out with the junior team. Away from the pitch 
he is forever researching and finding ways to 
better the clan and Chosen Hill would be lost 
without him.
Richard Rudge – Longlevens – 8th

Before becoming chairman of Longlevens, 
Rudge has held almost every position on the 
committee including first-team captain, junior 
chairman and director of rugby. He coached the 
Griffins to the RFU Junior Vase title in 2014.

Since then he has become a progressive 
chairman and launched several events at the 
club, including guest speakers such as Greg 
Laidlaw and Zinzan Brooke. He has helped 
to get the first mixed ability rugby team in 
Gloucestershire established and is getting the 
thirds back up and running – where he can be 
seen putting the boots on himself.
Richard Skinner – Cheltenham – 7th

The evergreen Skinner started with 
Cheltenham at Under-8s level in 1988 and has 
been with the club ever since. A one-club man 
in an area saturated with rugby clubs makes him 
a rare commodity.

He progressed through colts to senior team 

and still dons his boots when the club needs 
him, alongside coaching the second team and 
mentoring the young players. The unassuming 
character always gives his time for the club he 
loves without the expectation of plaudits.
Rubin Hart – Old Patesians – 6th

Hart does work for the club six days a week 
without asking for anything in return. He sets 
up and clears up from training on Tuesday and 
Thursday, checks kit and lights on a Wednesday 
and sets up the changing room for a home game 
on a Friday.

He prepares the pitch for a home game on 
a Saturday, or the changing room if away, 
including putting up the video analysis tower 
with scaffolding. He then runs touchline for the 
firsts, clears up after the game and washes the 
kit for all three teams on Sunday.
Mark Spreadbury – Smiths – 5th

Smiths have grown with the help of 
Spreadbury. Nicknamed Tins after breaking 
his nose holding a pad, he still turns out for the 
second team and is instrumental in running the 
club.

He organises availability, attends Combination 
meetings, puts kit out, films the game, takes 
match fees and drives people to games, as well 
as many other jobs that make him indispensable.
Tony Cox – Old Richians – 4th

An ever-present member of the Gloucester 
side for 30 years. The second row played his 
first game for Old Richians away to Smiths Colts 
in January 1988. Since then he has played over 
700 games for the club.

He has played first-team rugby until recently 
but the lock has now stepped aside for the next 
generation to come through. He is still involved 
with the club, helping to bring younger players 
through the second team.
Shaun Jefferies – Painswick – 3rd

Jefferies has only been at the club for three 
years but in that time he has made a big 
impression and is now vice-captain of the club. 
He has done everything from taking boot camp 
sessions to organising socials and driving the bus 
to away games.

In addition, he does plenty of jobs within the 
club that are unseen. He is a hugely respected 
member of Painswick rugby club and a big 
driving force behind the resurgence of the club 
that is now in Gloucester Three.
Nick Smith – Tewkesbury – 2nd

Smith has played for Tewkesbury for donkeys’ 
years. He still turns out for the first team when 
needed alongside his roles off the pitch.

He runs the club on a day-to-day basis and is 
working hard to bring the youth through into 
the senior side. Smith has done a lot of good 
work to make Tewkesbury a more enjoyable 
club again.

George Ellis – Fairford – 1st
The Fairford founder is the winner of 

Gloucestershire’s Best Clubman for all the 
works that he puts in for the Cotswold side.

He founded the club, runs the club and loves 
the club. Ellis is known as ‘head badger’ at 
Fairford for all the work he has done for the 
side and has more recently helped to set up a 
thriving youth section at the Cotswold club.

The club founder is a tireless worker and gives 
his all to help support the team. He is always on 
hand to do some of the essential jobs that range 
from pitch maintenance to running the burger 
van for home matches.

https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/  

Well done each and everyone.
Perhaps it’s time now for a Club Woman of the 
year competition??

George Ellis receiving another award, the 
Gloucestershire Award last season
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VOLUNTEERS
This is what Volunteer Recognition is all about! 

Why not recognise one of your volunteers for an award?
My day out at HQ 

by Lesley Gomer – GRFU Festivals Administrator & GRFU 
Valued Volunteer of 17-18

Incredible, amazing, unbelievable, 
inspiring, awesome, fantastic, how 
many adjectives can there be to 
outline what can only described 
as the most remarkable and 
memorable day; one that I will 
never forget!

To be honoured by my fellow 
colleagues and friends of GRFU 
and to receive the accolade of the 
County’s Most Valued Volunteer for 
2017 – 2018 is in itself immense.  
Followed by the most wonderful day 
at HQ, looked after by the county’s 
RFU Council Members, together 
with our President and made to feel 
very special, was quite outstanding. 
I think I said several times during 
the day that “I like to be in charge 
and not in the spotlight” but that just 
wasn’t going to happen on Saturday February 10th 2018. 

Six Valued Volunteers from various counties were greeted at HQ by Steve 
Grainger, Director of Rugby Development........and followed by a very special 
‘behind the scenes’ tour of HQ which few people get to witness.
l The England dressing room on match day. What a treat! The support staff were 
busy in preparation for the arrival of the team. There was a “No Photograph” 
policy in here, understandable if you consider that the match day “Game Plan” 
was posted on walls and white boards throughout.  We did however, have a 
professional photographer with us recording this very special section of our tour.
l The Medical Centre which equalled or possibly bettered any A&E in the 
country, together with a Dentistry Suite and Trauma Unit.
l  The Physio Suite where the players were going to be prepared for the game.
l The Tunnel – where you bump into legends such as Lawrence Dallagaio 
preparing his forthcoming day with his pitch side commentary team.
l The Royal Box. Yes, I sat in “Harry’s seat” unfortunately he wasn’t in it at the 
time!
l The Media Centre. Home for the day to the ITV television team.
l The Security Centre where there are more monitors than a high street 
electrical store, covering all parts of the ground and surrounding areas.
l The President’s and Members’ Lounges ...  I could go on. 
A most enjoyable lunch was followed by a great game of rugby, resulting in a nail 
biting win for England.......the Welsh boys ‘did good’ through a very defensive 
game and it was never a foregone conclusion.

The after match dinner in the Spirit of Rugby lounge had to be the highlight of 
the day. It was so nice to be part of something very special and, having listened to 
the two Presidents and the two Captains, never did I think the great man, Eddie 
Jones, would be thanking me in person and rewarding me for my contribution to 
the “Great Game we call Rugby Union” 
What a day!!!!

A visit to the England Training Camp – Joe Langford & 
Charlie Sandford

Joe Langford is a stalwart of Minchinhampton Rugby Club but 
when he unfortunately broke his leg, it meant that he was unable 
to play for the 1st XV. Despite this, he took on the role of project 
managing the completion phase of the new Minchinhampton 
clubhouse. Joe was onsite nearly every day in the months leading 
up to the official opening of the new clubhouse, which was made 
by HRH The Princess Royal. During this time, he showed an 
incredible dedication and attention to detail, attending meetings 
and directing volunteer efforts, to enable the successful completion 
of the clubhouse for the official opening date.

Charlie Sandford is a student at the University of the West of 
England, in Bristol, who joined in September 2016. After suffering a 
rugby career-ending injury in his first term at UWE, Charlie became 
involved in a volunteer coaching capacity, in order to continue his 
involvement within the game. He has been involved in match day 
organisation, the coaching of other students and organisation of 
training days. He has also setup social media groups in order to 
improve communication. His energy, enthusiasm and skills have 
meant the University 3rd XV had 20-25 regular players, during the 
2016-17 season, playing in a non-BUCS league, which is a fantastic 
achievement.
Volunteer Recognition Lunch at Twickenham – 
Matt Belbin - South Gloucestershire and Stroud College.

Matt is a young coach who is currently undertaking his Level 
3 coaching qualification. He has been coaching the girls’ rugby 
programme at SGS college since its inception and was a student 
at the college himself before heading off to university. He has also 
previously worked within the Bristol Ladies coaching team as a 
volunteer and volunteers his time to the local CB to help facilitate 
aspirational programmes. Recently Matt has helped facilitate two 
separate filming days at the college to capture game-based footage 
for the Game Changers campaign with his young female playing 
group.  

Shane Aldridge - Dursley RFC and Gloucestershire RFU 
Shane has been a valued and key volunteer in Age Grade rugby, 

within his CB, divisionally and nationally. Having first got involved 
in rugby when his son started to play, Shane then went on to 
volunteer at Dursley RFC as both a coach and match official. It 
was at this point that Shane’s contagious enthusiasm, passion and 
can-do (and want-to-do) attitude was spotted by Gloucestershire 
CB. His roles in Gloucestershire have included the Chair of the 
Sponsorship and Marketing committee, Mini and Youth Chair and 
currently as the Chair of Representative Rugby, responsible for the 
County XV through to the Age Grade sides. Shane is also Team 
Manager for England Counties U18s -South West Division and a key 
driver of the development of girls’ rugby within Gloucestershire. 
As a member of the DPP review group and also the Age Grade 
Competition Review, Shane has taken an active role in shaping the 
game for Age Grade players through his involvement in the Age 
Grade Club Advisory Group. 
Rich Berry – Old Bristolians 
 It is not possible to disconnect Rich Berry from Old Bristolians 
Rugby. He first played for the team aged 15 and, more than 35 
years later, is President and Safeguarding Officer, having held every 
title from Director of Rugby, First XV Captain and Coach. He is 
constantly working to grow and develop the club and its facilities.  
Ten years ago, Rich started the M&Y section, with 6 players at U10 
age grade. Of this starting group, one has represented Scotland’s 
U20s and others have gone on to play rugby at university and 
continue their rugby journey, loving the game, having been 
coached by Rich. There are now 450 registered Mini and Youth 
players. He is a passionate Bristol supporter and involved with the 
DPP programme.  At weekends he is at the club, organising and 
making sure that there is an environment for the players to enjoy 
and be safe.
[Sadly, Rich was unable to attend the lunch due to work 
commitments.]

Club Safeguarding Officers recognised by 
their Sector Head
During this season, one or two CSOs have been recognised for doing a really 
good job for their clubs, often over and above the call of duty; something that 
Safeguarding Sector Head, Tracy Sparrow   herself, is no stranger to.  These CSOs 
have been rewarded through the GRFU Volunteer Recognition Programme and 
received tickets to either a Bristol Rugby or Gloucester Rugby Premiership 
match.

Both Tom Nurse of Minchinhampton RFC and Stacey Meecham of Spartans 
RFC have turned things around at their clubs, working hard to update all their 
DBS checks and bringing the M & Y sectors together with the Seniors for a whole 
club approach.  We know they are not alone in the efforts they go to as CSOs 
and if you feel there are others that deserve recognition, please let us know.

Mitsubishi Motors – Volunteer 
Recognition Programme

Lesley Gomer with Owen Farrell



TRICIA PERRIS - COUNTY
ADMINISTRATOR 2008-2018

GEOFF DAVIES, JEFF TYLER AND KEITH GEE ON TRICIA’S CAREER  WITH GRFU
As a tribute to Tricia Perris, it has fallen to me, as Head of 
Communications, to piece together a summary of GRFU’s 
decade of working with what many believe to be the 
country’s finest CB Administrator. To help and guide this 
process I have relied heavily on Geoff Davies and Jeff Tyler 
whose attributions are quoted extensively. Working with 
Tricia these past two years has been an absolute pleasure, 
she is without doubt the ‘consummate professional’. This 
has made my work as a volunteer so much less onerous and 
I am sure that I speak for others who would concur.

We were initially shocked when we heard Tricia announce 
her resignation at a Management Board meeting last 
September. It’s not that we are not used to change, 
rather more the fact that Tricia has come to be the living 
embodiment of GRFU. She is respected and admired near 
and far. How will she ever be replaced?

As Jeff Tyler writes; “Having personally visited a lot of 
our clubs over the past three years of my Presidency, what 
has been very clear was that our clubs may not know who 
the President or Chairman of GRFU are, but they certainly 
know who Tricia is and hold her in high esteem. Tricia has 
made herself the central hub of GRFU and she is the ‘go to’  
person for our clubs, the RFU, other CBs and all members of 
GRFU.”

I do not believe that anyone is indispensible - organisations 
generally survive come what may - but what I can predict is that 
life will be different after her retirement and she will be a very 
hard act to follow. In fact listening to colleagues comment on her 
resignation it is the most oft recited phrase “Hard act to follow”.

Yet that is the very phrase that was used when Tricia replaced 
her predecessor Keith Plain as Geoff Davies reports.

“In 2006 Keith Plain accepted the invitation to become GRFU 
President commencing in 2007. Keith had served twenty years 
as County Secretary and throughout the latter part of his term 
he also served as RFU Council Representative. His contribution 
to rugby in general was immense – a tough act to follow.”

Yet this change allowed a review of County structures and 
a new role was determined and advertised in October 2007. 
From twelve applicants a short list of six was drawn up and 
“after a protracted selection process, Mrs. Tricia Perris was 
finally invited to take up the position commencing in 2008. 

With the appointment of a new Administrator, the County 
Office would, by necessity, need to be relocated and Tricia agreed 
to establish the office at her home in South Gloucestershire. 
Throughout the latter end of 2007 and the beginning of 2008, a 
mountain of documentation needed to be understood, listed and 
relocated.  No small feat but Tricia, without previous experience 
in sport management, let alone rugby football, undertook the 
task with tremendous energy and enthusiasm. Getting to grips 
quickly and effectively with the organisation and the personalities 
involved, could only be achieved with some very special skills 
which thankfully Tricia had in abundance, having honed them 
throughout her previous experiences.

The new County Administrator soon established a reputation 
as a source of knowledge on the many different facets of rugby 
in the County. If she didn’t know she would find out in quick 
time. Staff at the RFU headquarters in Twickenham soon became 
aware of Tricia`s presence and the establishment of an excellent 
working relationship ensured that communications from HQ to 
the County were streamlined.”

This is a theme picked up by Jeff Tyler.
“Tricia has been in post for almost ten years, during which 

time the GRFU has morphed into a very efficient organisation. 
She joined at a time of major change, both within the RFU and 
GRFU, having had no previous involvement in rugby.

She brought professionalism to the post that was previously 
lacking and used her organisational skills to lick us into shape. 
She has been at the forefront of our continual efforts to get a 
closer relationship with both our clubs and the RFU.”

Tricia is also very persuasive; Jeff Tyler again.
“I can remember when I was President that Tricia would often 

ring me to discuss some issue or other. We would talk through 
the problem and eventually I would agree that we should do 
what she had suggested. Incredibly afterwards I would be 
convinced by Tricia that it was my suggestion in the first place!  
I am sure that other GRFU members could tell similar tales.”

Tricia is an orgainiser and meticulous planner even of other 
people’s events!

“Being a fellow member of the County Senior XV travelling 
supporters club, it has been a pleasure meeting with other CBs 
and Tricia invariably provides the introductions between the two 
groups of officials, as she makes it her duty to get to know the 
officials of our opponents. At one such game in my last season 
as President, we arrived at the hosting rugby club where our 
opponents officials met us, as is the custom. When it was time to 
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As a tribute to Tricia Perris, it has fallen to me, as Head of 
Communications, to piece together a summary of GRFU’s 
decade of working with what many believe to be the 
country’s finest CB Administrator. To help and guide this 
process I have relied heavily on Geoff Davies and Jeff Tyler 
whose attributions are quoted extensively. Working with 
Tricia these past two years has been an absolute pleasure, 
she is without doubt the ‘consummate professional’. This 
has made my work as a volunteer so much less onerous and 
I am sure that I speak for others who would concur.

We were initially shocked when we heard Tricia announce 
her resignation at a Management Board meeting last 
September. It’s not that we are not used to change, 
rather more the fact that Tricia has come to be the living 
embodiment of GRFU. She is respected and admired near 
and far. How will she ever be replaced?

As Jeff Tyler writes; “Having personally visited a lot of 
our clubs over the past three years of my Presidency, what 
has been very clear was that our clubs may not know who 
the President or Chairman of GRFU are, but they certainly 
know who Tricia is and hold her in high esteem. Tricia has 
made herself the central hub of GRFU and she is the ‘go to’  
person for our clubs, the RFU, other CBs and all members of 
GRFU.”

I do not believe that anyone is indispensible - organisations 
generally survive come what may - but what I can predict is that 
life will be different after her retirement and she will be a very 
hard act to follow. In fact listening to colleagues comment on her 
resignation it is the most oft recited phrase “Hard act to follow”.

Yet that is the very phrase that was used when Tricia replaced 
her predecessor Keith Plain as Geoff Davies reports.

“In 2006 Keith Plain accepted the invitation to become GRFU 
President commencing in 2007. Keith had served twenty years 
as County Secretary and throughout the latter part of his term 
he also served as RFU Council Representative. His contribution 
to rugby in general was immense – a tough act to follow.”

Yet this change allowed a review of County structures and 
a new role was determined and advertised in October 2007. 
From twelve applicants a short list of six was drawn up and 
“after a protracted selection process, Mrs. Tricia Perris was 
finally invited to take up the position commencing in 2008. 

With the appointment of a new Administrator, the County 
Office would, by necessity, need to be relocated and Tricia agreed 
to establish the office at her home in South Gloucestershire. 
Throughout the latter end of 2007 and the beginning of 2008, a 
mountain of documentation needed to be understood, listed and 
relocated.  No small feat but Tricia, without previous experience 
in sport management, let alone rugby football, undertook the 
task with tremendous energy and enthusiasm. Getting to grips 
quickly and effectively with the organisation and the personalities 
involved, could only be achieved with some very special skills 
which thankfully Tricia had in abundance, having honed them 
throughout her previous experiences.

The new County Administrator soon established a reputation 
as a source of knowledge on the many different facets of rugby 
in the County. If she didn’t know she would find out in quick 
time. Staff at the RFU headquarters in Twickenham soon became 
aware of Tricia`s presence and the establishment of an excellent 
working relationship ensured that communications from HQ to 
the County were streamlined.”

This is a theme picked up by Jeff Tyler.
“Tricia has been in post for almost ten years, during which 

time the GRFU has morphed into a very efficient organisation. 
She joined at a time of major change, both within the RFU and 
GRFU, having had no previous involvement in rugby.

She brought professionalism to the post that was previously 
lacking and used her organisational skills to lick us into shape. 
She has been at the forefront of our continual efforts to get a 
closer relationship with both our clubs and the RFU.”

Tricia is also very persuasive; Jeff Tyler again.
“I can remember when I was President that Tricia would often 

ring me to discuss some issue or other. We would talk through 
the problem and eventually I would agree that we should do 
what she had suggested. Incredibly afterwards I would be 
convinced by Tricia that it was my suggestion in the first place!  
I am sure that other GRFU members could tell similar tales.”

Tricia is an orgainiser and meticulous planner even of other 
people’s events!

“Being a fellow member of the County Senior XV travelling 
supporters club, it has been a pleasure meeting with other CBs 
and Tricia invariably provides the introductions between the two 
groups of officials, as she makes it her duty to get to know the 
officials of our opponents. At one such game in my last season 
as President, we arrived at the hosting rugby club where our 
opponents officials met us, as is the custom. When it was time to 

enjoy the pre-match hospitality, their President turned to Tricia 
and asked her to take charge of the food distribution as no-one 
in their CB could organise it as efficiently as Tricia.  This she 
duly did and the amazing thing was that no one thought this was 
irregular; such is her rapport with the other CBs.” (Jeff Tyler)

Those of us who have attended the AGM may pause for 
thought this summer upon the realisation that the smooth 
proceedings are not by accident.

“I am sure that most of our clubs attending the AGM under 
estimate the preparation and planning undertaken by Tricia to 
make it the now usually seamless event. Apart from booking the 
facility, organising the food, communicating with all the attendees 
and presenters, Tricia agrees the agenda with the President, and 
has at least two full meetings with the President performing 
dummy runs of the AGM. This is to ensure that nothing is left 
to chance and that the evening goes well. Every event that Tricia 
organises contains a similar amount of input from her. We have 
been so lucky to have someone who takes her role so seriously 
and performs it so professionally.” (Jeff Tyler)

A critical aspect of her role has been dealing with the House 
of Windsor and in particular GRFU Patron and the secretary to 
HRH the Princess Royal (pictured left). 

Geoff Davies again “This is an important role that required 
tact, diplomacy and an awareness of the constraints associated 
with the Royal family. Tricia brought great professionalism to this 
role and managed a number of rugby events when HRH was 
present.”

Didn’t she just?  Anyone who attended the opening of the 
Minchinhampton Clubhouse by HRH The Princess Royal, in 
March 2017, will acknowledge that when it comes to planning, 
organising and delivering a prestigious event then Tricia is 
peerless. The occasion combined not just the opening of the 
Clubhouse but also an opportunity for HRH Princess Anne to 
meet scores of volunteers from across the County. Former 
Gloucester star players combined with local players to entertain 
the large crowd as a Peter Buxton XV took on a Mike Tindall 
XV. Looking relaxed throughout Tricia sailed through the event 
whilst the rest of us nervously twitched around in case we 
messed up in front of our illustrious guests. This was a smooth, 
professional operation from start to finish. The impressive 
logistics faultlessly orchestrated from arrival, car parking, the 
opening ceremony, and the meet and greet, the presentation 
of all the selected volunteers and refreshments afterwards. 
This was an occasion that will surely stay long in the memory of 
everyone who attended.

Of course there are also ‘downsides’, “Tricia’s weakness is that 
she is so fiercely professional that she often takes on more than 
she should, but whatever task she undertakes it is always carried 
out to the very best of her considerable ability.” (Jeff Tyler). 

Tricia fills vacuums because she can, here is an example.
Little did I appreciate when I took over Communications that 

the GRN was a large part of my remit - I’m not very good at 
reading the small print. Nor did I know that the editor had just 
resigned having obtained a job in Glasgow. Somehow the next 
edition, with Tricia’s assistance, was produced and the deadline 
met.  As far as I can tell Tricia need not have stepped in to help. 
We advertised for a replacement editor and when none emerged 
Tricia stepped in and what emerged was a system that worked. 
However, it wasn’t part of her job description and others may 
have balked at the prospect. Tricia likes all things done well.

And so the thrice-yearly GRN publishing cycle is maintained 
with nervous energy building as the deadline approaches. It’s 
not always easy persuading people to contribute. As I get older 

and my physical presence diminishes I have also found so 
have my powers of persuasion. Where I ask and get little 
response Tricia asks and everyone jumps! Well they say 
a problem shared is a problem halved – well in my case 
chopped into three. After that first experience, we enlisted 
Andrea Grant to help with ideas and coverage of the South 
of the County and so emerged a trio of helpers who make 
the GRN happen. Since that first scrambled effort the 
magazine has increased in scope and volume.  Tricia is firmly 
at the heart of it because of her insistence on accuracy 
and a total commitment to good grammar, spelling and 
proper English! As an example I recently wrote an article – 
elsewhere in this edition- about a young man crash landing 
in the Western Desert and she emailed me to double check 
that I had spelled  “El Ribeigi “(where the crash happened), 
correctly!!  She couldn’t find it on Google maps. Now that 
is what I call spell checking but what about this article - who 
will spell check this???  (On the bright side I may never be 
required to write here again.)

How the wheel of life turns - Tricia, in Geoff Davies’ 
terms, had a hard act to follow “As County Chairman she 

briefed me daily and kept me updated on a multitude of subjects. 
Without Tricia my role would have been much more difficult. 
At the start I said that Keith Plain was a hard act to follow but 
those involved in finding a replacement for Tricia will have a very 
difficult task to find someone with such skills, personality and 
energy? 

There will only be one Tricia Perris.” (Geoff Davies)
As for Jeff Tyler “I cannot praise Tricia enough for her help and 

support when I was Treasurer and latterly President and I know 
others would want to join me in thanking her for her valued 
input into GRFU. She is a joy to work with, most of the time (!), 
and I for one will miss her greatly.”

The current GRFU President, Keith Gee, adds the following 
comment “Having worked alongside Tricia during the previous 
ten years I cannot over estimate her contribution to the success 
and progress of the GRFU. Always willing to contribute positively 
and with a smile, Tricia has been a huge asset often like the 
proverbial swan she makes everything appear effortless. I echo 
the comments from my colleagues and will wholeheartedly miss 
the ‘Cruella’ style emails that would appear from time to time 
in your inbox, instant action required! I wish her a retirement 
where she has time to relax and enjoy a new found freedom. I 
will miss her”.

What about me? Well I would describe her as:  fully committed, 
helpful, knowledgeable, meticulous, assertive, (borderline 
bossy), possibly pedantic, funny, witty, organised, compassionate, 
charming, usually correct but she has made the odd mistake, 
soon rectified, but above all she is totally professional.   

I will miss her and I know that I am not alone in that sentiment. 
Good luck in the future Tricia and best wishes to you and your 
husband Nigel.  Both have a happy retirement and please come 
back as a volunteer – the GRN needs you.

Footnote
Jeff Tyler was President from 2015 – 2017 and Treasurer from 
2000 to 2014.
Geoff Davies was President from 2012- 2015 and Chairman 
2008 – 2010. Keith Gee President 2017 - 2019.

Tricia in ‘organising mode’

Tricia with husband Nigel
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The first 2018 meeting 
of Gloucester & District 
Referees Society featured 
a guest appearance from 
Johan Ackerman, Head 
Coach of Gloucester Rugby. 
Johan has an impressive 
CV - Springbok, former 
Head Coach of the Lions, 
(SA Super rugby side), who 
was also named as the 
SARU Coach of the year 
in 2014, 2015 and 2016. 
This is a man who is clearly 
comfortable in his own 
skin.  He gave the packed 
audience at Hucclecote RFC 
an informative insight into 
his views about the modern 
game and his coaching 
philosophy.  For added 
measure, Johan shared a few 
ideas about how the laws 
could be amended to make 
rugby an even more enjoyable 
spectacle. It was refreshing to hear a down to earth focus on team ethics 
and values from the coach and former star player, who gave us his views 
about the similarities and differences between Northern and Southern 
Hemisphere rugby. Yohan highlighted the unique challenges of managing 
teams in a club like Gloucester, who compete one week in Europe, the 
next in the Premiership the next in the Anglo Welsh cup; compared to a 
club like the Lions where the focus is simple-Super Rugby. He outlined how 
his players are expected to behave and perform and prosper and impressed 
all present with his earnest desire for his team to play an expansive game 
ball in hand.

Johan has clearly created an 
environment within which players 
are thriving.  This success is also 
present among local referees.  
During the evening, Geoff 
Cove, Referee Development 
Officer, highlighted some recent 
achievements by Gloucester & 
District Referees.  Christophe 
Ridley (RFU full time Referee) 
pictured right has just refereed 
his first Premiership game, his 
first European Challenge Cup 
game and his first International (Portugal vs. Czech Republic) and has been 
Assistant Referee at a European Championship game.  He also refereed 
the Varsity Match.  Other recent achievements include Phil Watters, 
Premiership AR (Level 1), Charlie Gayther (National Panel of Referees 
Levels 3 and 4), Alex Marsh, SWGroup (Level 5), Tom Falkingham (SWG 
Level 5 games) and Peter Brunt (AR at County Championship finals at 
Twickenham).   Anthony Woodthorpe (Premiership AR (Level 1) and 
refereeing Championship games (Level 2)) and Anthony Wigley, now on 
the National Panel of Referees, are both North Midlands referees who 
are frequent visitors here.  Although there is a shortage of referees in the 
Community game, Glos & District referees are covering more games, on 
average, this season than last.  So, well done to all our referees.  

Finally, these achievements would not be possible without the referee 
coaches and assessors and the Society Officers.  They make all this possible 
by creating an environment within the Society which these referees can 
improve, demonstrating that GLAD refs continue to provide talent to the 
the refereeing world.
If anyone is interested in refereeing, or coaching referees, contact 
either Rodger Brennan (rodger.brennan@hotmail.co.uk) or Geoff Cove 
(g.cove@outlook.com).  
More info at www.gladref.co.uk

GLAD Refs - Johan Ackerman Shares his 
Coaching Philosophy with Local Referees

Pictured Chair Ade Danks with
Johan Ackerman

ED MORRISON
Rugby Union referee remembers ‘extraordinary’ transformation of 

South Africa in 1995 final
This was published first by the Press Association 16/2/18

Hosting the 
World Cup was 
an opportunity for 
new President, 
Nelson Mandela, 
to try and unite the 
country behind the 
Springboks.
Photo of Ed 
refereeing 1995 
World Cup

England’s first full-
time professional 
Rugby Union referee 
has spoken of the 
“ e x t r a o r d i n a r y ” 
transformation he saw in South Africa when he officiated the 1995 
World Cup final.

Ed Morrison was recently honoured with an OBE by the Queen at 
Windsor Castle for his services to Rugby Union.

He refereed the 1995 final between South Africa and New Zealand, 
the first major sporting event to be held in the country following the 
end of apartheid.

The host nation’s political problems meant the World Cup was a test 
and an opportunity for new President, Nelson Mandela, to try and unite 
the country behind their team, the Springboks.

After receiving his honour at the investiture ceremony, Mr Morrison 
told the Press Association: “I’d been to South Africa a few times 
before that … the transformation when I came back in ’95 was quite 
extraordinary.

 Ed Morrison refereed the World Cup final in 1995 (Ross Kinnaird/
EMPICS/PA)

“You just sensed that the whole country was on the case behind the 
rugby team, which was very different from what I experienced previous 
to that.

“And obviously by then Nelson Mandela was installed in office and was 
exerting tremendous influence, in such a humble way – the people’s 
man if you like.

“The atmosphere in the stadium, you just sensed it was different.”
After his officiating career, Mr Morrison took on the role of Head of 

Elite Referee Development for the Rugby Football Union.
He has remained involved with the sport, saying: “I don’t know 

anything else if I’m honest with you.”
When asked about the struggles some athletes face after finishing their 

sporting career, Mr Morrison said: “I think the interesting thing is that 
you come into something knowing that you can’t do it forever.

“You reach an age 
when you think, 
my body will not 
allow me to do that 
anymore.  You have 
to recognise that 
and just be thankful 
for the good times 
you’ve had, the 
experiences you’ve 
enjoyed and then 
you say ‘right what 
am I going to do 
next?  I’m going 
to try and put 
something back in 
like people helped 
me.  Without the 
people who helped 
me at the beginning, 
I would not have 
been fortunate to 
have achieved what 
I have.”

Ref in the Spotlight

Ed Morrison displays his OBE (John Stillwell/PA)
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BRISTOL REFEREES 
SOCIETY UPDATE

As we approach the business end of the season, there will be plenty of 
opportunities for our Society referees, with promotion and relegation 
deciders, cup semifinals and finals.  I can also confirm that we will 
be sending Society referees overseas to the United World Games in 
Klagenfurt, the Portugal Youth Festival in Lisbon and the Amsterdam 
International Sevens. 

I must applaud the commitment from all of our members for their 
continued support throughout the season.  As rugby becomes a 
seven day a week game, the demands on our members grows in the 
organisation and appointment to these games.  The adage of “better 
officials make a better game” still holds true.  We are seeing more 
and more referees committed to officiating two or more games per 
week.  We must remember that they are all volunteers and referee 
because they love this great game of ours.  Respect of match officials 
is key to ensuring that they remain involved and continue to promote 
the core values of rugby: Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline 
and Sportsmanship. Having attended a recent meeting of the Bristol 
Combination Clubs, I was pleased to be able to discuss openly the 
challenges which we all face in ensuring our core values are adhered 
to. Recent articles within the RFU Touchline emphasised the same key 
messages and I am pleased that all Combination Clubs have shown a 
commitment to driving these values forward. 

The Bristol Referees Society celebrates its 125th year and this will be 
marked by the dinner being held on May 18th at the Great Hall within 
Bristol Grammar School.  We look forward to welcoming our friends 
and colleagues from within the rugby world at what promises to be a 
fantastic evening.  I know Wayne Barnes and Nigel Owens are really 
looking forward to the evening; they epitomise all that is good within 
our game and have never forgotten their roots. It is also an honour 
that the RFU President, 
John Spencer, will be 
formally opening the 
occasion. 

I was really pleased 
to unveil our 125-year 
anniversary shirt at our 
last general meeting on 
8th March. A big thank 
you to Wadworth and 
Kings Haulage for their 
generous support and 
to Professional Sport & 
Fitness Ltd for assisting 
with the design and 
supply of the kit.

Anyone interested 
in joining our vibrant 
Society, please contact 
Tony Swash by emailing 
tonyswash@hotmail.
com       Steve Leyshon

JIM NEWPORT 
- BRISTOL’S 
OLDEST REF

By steve Hill Bristol post
BRISTOL’S oldest surviving rugby referee 
celebrated his 100th birthday in style with 
two parties and the obligatory card from the 
Queen.

Jim Newport enjoyed a family get together, 
before a group of friends surprised him with 
a lunch in his honour and the presentation 
of a special cake, which focused on his two 
great sporting loves – rugby and golf.

The sprightly former print manager puts his longevity down to staying 
active throughout his life and a general belief that “the glass is always half 
full.”

Jim, a scrum-half or fly-half, played for the now defunct Old Caths before 
taking up the whistle with the Bristol Society in the 1950s and 1960s and 
also acting as chairman.

He has strong opinions on the way the game is officiated today as well as 
the direction the sport in general is heading.

Jim said: “I refereed far better stuff than I ever played!
“Towards the end of my playing career we were desperate for referees 

and I would have a go when we didn’t have someone. That’s how it started.”
Jim is proud to recall that his new career included taking charge of a Bristol 

trial as well as United games, alongside travelling around the Combination 
where his favourite sides were St Brendan’s, Stokes Croft (who folded in 
1979) and Clifton.

And he has very clear memories of refereeing two legendary Bristol 
captains in John Blake and Bert Macdonald.

He added: “I remember a game in which John started a move in the Bristol 
dead-ball area and it ended under the posts the other end ... wonderful. He 
was a lovely man and I had a great deal of respect for John.

“I also well remember Bert Macdonald … if you made a decision he didn’t 
agree with, he wouldn’t say a word but would just give you a withering 
look.”

Jim is particularly proud of a United game he took charge of at the then 
Memorial Ground against London Welsh in which he awarded only one 
penalty – “for obstruction.”

He said: “The London Welsh captain said he would travel 120 miles any 
time for a match like that. The players enjoyed themselves and I took great 
satisfaction from that.

“My philosophy when refereeing was to play as much advantage as 
I could. I wouldn’t let anything heinous go but if I could keep the game 
flowing then I would.”

Jim is a qualified supporter of the technology available to modern-day 
refs. He added: “We had to make every decision ourselves, now there’s 
lots of help.

“I would only use the video referee for anything involving a try and not 
around the field. The fact that there is clear evidence of a try being scored 
can only be a good thing.”

He’s less impressed at the way rugby has evolved into the sport it is today.
Jim said: “Rugby used to be for all shapes and sizes, but these days if 

you’re 6ft 2in you’re considered to be small, unless you’re a scrum-half.
“You now also have all these big men charging into each other. Good 

sides used to try and make use of space on the field, now it’s all about 
‘bullocking’ into the opposition.

“I deplore the number of injuries we’re seeing, it’s dreadful and does 
make me worry for the future – not that I’ll be here to see it!”

Jim has a lovely line in self-deprecating humour. He played golf at his 
beloved Henbury until his mid-90s – “I once had a handicap of 16, 
respectable but not very exciting” – and jokes about having his name 
tattooed on his hand because his memory is starting to slip.

But he learned to use a laptop in his mid 80s and was paying his bills online 
when I arrived to meet him at the St Monica Trust apartment in Westbury-
on-Trym which has been home for the last four years.

He added: “I’m a bit wobbly these days when I stand up but once I get 
going I’m ok, though I cannot do the stairs any more and I struggle a bit 
with doing the Sudoku.

“It’s a very great bonus to be reasonably lucid at my age. I tell all of my 
friends that it has nothing to do with clean living!”
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Better links between Schools & Clubs 
- a vital element of GRFU

The President, Keith Gee, set out his priorities at the AGM in 
July 2017 when he spoke of his heartfelt wish to establish and 
develop substantial links between the Clubs & Schools in the 
County, for the mutual benefit of all concerned.

In the past, both elements have operated somewhat 
independently and, as a consequence, the talent, knowledge 
& expertise have been diluted. Now, with the season well 
underway, he has asked for the assistance of our clubs.  He 
wrote to clubs asking for information about the local scene, 
together with thoughts regarding future developments, to 
enhance the links between Clubs & Schools. 
The benefits of much closer relationships are as follows:
•	effective	communication	at	all	levels
•	structured	support	for	everyone	involved	with	opportunities	
to share knowledge & good practice
•	 increased	 participation	 &	 development	 through	 mutual	
goals to celebrate the five core values of rugby

Without doubt the Constituent Body of Gloucestershire is 
seen to be an example of good practice within the game. We 
would all want this to continue and see this initiative as vital 
to its future success.

The President is grateful to al clubs who have responded 
to his request and will now be following this up, using the 
information provided, in order to pursue a way forward.

Broad Plain Level 10 County Cup Winners 17-18

SCHOOLS
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What’s happening to University Rugby across Gloucestershire?
sports Journalism student Matt Dean reports

UNIVERSITIES

University rugby is looking really strong in 
Gloucestershire. There definitely isn’t a lack 
of playing numbers across both men’s and 
women’s rugby programmes.  Gloucestershire 
have two partnership universities and three 
small universities with Bristol Medics making 
up the fourth. The number of teams have 
increased each year with 36 teams (28 men’s 
and 8 women’s teams) now playing regularly 
in the British Universities & Colleges Sport 
(BUCS) League and the Tri County League 
which was set up by the Student Unions and 
supported by University Rugby Development 
Officer Mike Panoho . I believe the playing 
levels of the opposition have continued to 
develop and have really tested the local teams; 
a number of them have really struggled in their 
leagues with a couple of exceptions. 

University of Gloucestershire
The University of Gloucestershire’s teams are 

up against it in each of their respective BUCS 
leagues this year, with the men’s 1st team lying 
fifth in the Western 1A Division (only Bristol 2s 
are below them). The seconds are bottom of 
Western 2B (Bristol 3s are above them in fifth) 
and the thirds are sixth out of nine in Western 
4B. Meanwhile, the women’s team is bottom of 
the league in their Division with Bristol women 
second from bottom. Both the men’s and 
women’s development teams have played in 
the Tri County league which, in time, will grow 
as the numbers increase with the offer of more 
playing opportunities. 

UoG transition 53 men and women players 
into local rugby clubs.

University of the West of England
UWE men’s rugby programme had a really 

positive start to the season. 110 players turned 
up to the first training session and over 100 
players signed up to play either in the BUCS 
teams or within the Development teams, 
which play in the Tri County League. The 1st 
team played some great rugby throughout 

the season which pleased Simon Weaver and 
his coaching team. They struggled to put any 
wins together and, finishing the season at the 
bottom of South A league, I know the team was 
very disappointed with this and are looking to 
make amends next season. The 2nd team have 
also played some great rugby and show that 
they have the ability to put together a good 
performance, again let down by some poor 
decisions. They play in Western 3A Division 
where they sit in fifth place out of six. 

UWE women’s programme had a fantastic 
start to the season with great numbers 
attending the first training session and over 57 
players signing up to play. They currently run 
two teams, one in the BUCS and the other play 
in the Tri County league. The women’s team 
comfortably holds second place in the Western 
2A Division behind a dominant University of 
South Wales. 

UWE transition 32 men and women players 
into local rugby clubs.

University of Bristol 
The University of Bristol boasts 7 men’s 

teams, 3 women’s teams and currently run an 
Intramural programme of 4 teams. The numbers 
have increased over the past two years and 
show a great strength in depth, however, the 
first 3 teams are currently struggling. The fourth 
team breaks the trend as they hold second 
place in the Western 3B Division, but it’s back 
to ‘normal’ for the fifths, who are sixth out of 
eight and have conceded a walkover victory as 
well as gaining one. Likewise, the women’s first 
team has suffered similar misfortunes in the 
Premier South Division (the same Division as 
UoG’s women). Bristol women’s second team 
are currently top of the Western 3A Division by 
two points after losing only one game. Both the 
men’s and women’s development programmes 
have been strong and have fulfilled fixtures on a 
Wednesday in the Tri County League.

UBRFC transition 38 men and women players 
into local rugby clubs.

 a Captain’s View 
George West, the captain of the men’s first 

team at the University of Gloucestershire, 
offered his thoughts on the strength of the 
University’s rugby. “Rugby at the University 
of Gloucestershire is on the up, thanks to the 
brand-new facilities that have been built by the 
University at the Oxstalls Sports Park and the 
increased numbers signing up year on year.

“We currently have 90 paid up members 
of UGRFC and at some stage we have had 
four teams playing, so that’s 88 boys out on a 
Wednesday afternoon.  Pretty historic for our 
club and at a University which isn’t the biggest 
in terms of numbers of students.

“The first team ply their trade in Western 
1A; the fourth tier of university rugby, which 
isn’t a bad accomplishment when you look at 
the other universities we compete against, 
who have greater numbers of students as well 
as better resources and equipment at their 
disposal.

“There are a few boys who have played at a 
high level, with many being in county/academy 
set-ups prior to and also during their time at 
University. We also have some players who 
have represented their country, such as our 
prop, Dino Dallavalle who played for Italy U20s 
as well as Gloucester United earlier this season. 
Our winger, Ciaran Leeson has represented 
Ireland in 7s competitions. A select few of 
the boys have also represented England 
Universities.”

So, across the region it appears to be a mixed 
bag performance wise but, on the whole, 
healthy numbers wise. Universities often 
struggle to get teams out consistently over a 
season, so it’s not surprising that there is the 
occasional walkover. It’s good to see women’s 
rugby flourishing and of course this article 
doesn’t take account of the pre-eminence of 
Hartpury College.

seen here Luke panting playing at U o g -Oxstalls agp- he also plays for Thornbury and has previously played at Old pats



CLUB NEWS

From 2018-19 season ONLY accredited clubs will be eligible for RFF 
funding.

To obtain accreditation, clubs need to work with their RDO to 
demonstrate that the club successfully manages itself by linking its 
people, environment and commercial activities in a balanced way.  Your 
RDO will help support you with the process, offering support online and 
face to face. 
Via a process of self -review the club addresses 6 key drivers:
-Retaining & Developing Players
-Recruiting New Players
-Recruiting & Retaining High Quality Coaches, Volunteers & Referees
-Effective & Efficient Facilities
-Effective & Efficient Management and Governance
-Integration with the Local Community

The values driven process starts by outlining a vision and actions for 
the club, together with an appraisal of its strengths and weaknesses in 
relation to the key drivers.

It is essential to realise that the process is more important than the 
assessment. The process can help highlight to a club what they are doing 
well but also where the focus for the next two years is required.  

Once the form is completed the RDO will review it and offer any 
feedback or actions needed. Gloucestershire RFU also supports this 
process with any additional comments. 

Success is judged by the continuation of self-review with health checks 
on a yearly basis. Accreditation is granted for a two-year period with 
renewal biennially.  It is a ‘living’ document informing club stakeholders 
of progress against vision.

Accreditation, therefore, is not a sterile paper exercise, it is a practical 
process of engagement that results in vibrant clubs ensuring their 
continued success. The cynics might say it’s what ‘good’ clubs do anyway! 
But it’s always nice to see it traced out for others to see.

From 2018-19 there is a new twist - only accredited clubs will be eligible 
to apply for RFF funding including small grants and loans. 

Accreditation is seen as a demonstration of good club management 
and governance.  So it would suggest that any club embarking on a large 
facility project, would need to ensure this is in place to be considered 
suitable to manage, deliver and fund a large capital investment.

Accreditation also offers clubs Sport England ClubMark that is a 
nationally recognised status for grassroots sports clubs. This can help 
support clubs with other funders and offer a quality assurance to potential 
members. 

The story so far in the County of clubs having accreditation:
Bristol Combination – 21 GRFU clubs - (Note that Bristol Combination 
covers both Gloucestershire and some Somerset clubs)
Cheltenham Combination – 6 clubs
Stroud Combination – 5 clubs
Forest of Dean Combination- 5 clubs
North Gloucester Combination – 7 clubs
This means that in some combinations less than half of our clubs are 
accredited.
To find out more about accreditation please contact your RDO and or 
visit- http://www.englandrugby.com/governance/legal-and-admin/club-
accreditation/

Painswick v Cainscross Feb 17th 2018

More Players Playing More Often 
- an example

Gloucester Community Rugby
putting the ‘scrum’ into #scrumptiousgloucester

 

However, both clubs have worked hard, re engaging old players and 
recruiting new players, resulting in both clubs being able to field two 
teams on the same day. Painswick even had enough players to lend a few 
to Cainscross 2nds who had a few late injuries in their 2nd team.  This 
was a fantastic day for rugby and a great testament to both clubs on their 
efforts to get more players.

Painswick and Cainscross had a double-headed derby when they were 
able to field both first and second teams on a barmy afternoon in front 
of a large crowd at Painswick. The score was in many respects the least 
important aspect of the afternoon when rugby was the winner. It wasn’t 
that long ago that both clubs were struggling for players and could only 
field 1 senior men’s team.
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Pete Varley receiving the accreditation for Minchinhampton RFC

Club Accreditation has never been more 
important or useful to Clubs

Gloucester Rugby Community Charity has teamed up with Happerley and 
Clifford Freeman of Everes’s Farm to bring you #ScrumptiousGloucester.
The project will support local young people to learn about food and 
where it comes from, basic food prep and cooking skills that can help 
them in everyday life, as well as giving them a taste of working life.

All food will be locally sourced and any money made will be put back 
into the project. You can find out more at Gloucester Rugby on match 
days (Gate 1 near The Shed), so please go along and support this great 
initiative and give it a try.
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As the Community Foundation’s inclusive provision in walking sport 
and disability rugby continues to go from strength to strength, St Mary’s 
Old Boys RFC has become Bristol’s first rugby hub for all ages and all 
abilities, with weekly sessions every Monday (6-8pm).
Combining walking rugby with the national programme, Project Rugby, 
specialist inclusion coaches will oversee a range of developmental 
activities and formats - including invasion games, dodgeball, walking 
and touch rugby – all with a view to providing inroads to mixed-ability 
rugby in the city.
The Foundation’s inclusion lead, Kris Tavender, highlighted the value of 
this approach:
“Not everyone will end up playing rugby as we see it here at Ashton 
Gate, but everyone does deserve the opportunity to access the game 
that we all love in a way that is appropriate and enjoyable to them.
What we will get to see is a whole new demographic of rugby player, 
including older players, those returning from or carrying long term 
injury and illness, as well as players with disabilities. So, it’s exciting for 
sport in the city.”

St Mary’s inclusive hub will run alongside the O2 Touch programme, 
allowing everybody, regardless of age or ability, to join in the rugby fun.

Community Development Manager, Craig Capel, said: “Here at the 
Foundation, we know the immense value of our community clubs - not 
just in providing inclusive sessions for all, but also the ability to provide a 
truly family-friendly social space to enjoy sport, food and drink, as well 
as a wide range of social activities in a truly welcoming and accessible 
environment. 

“As St Mary’s lead the way, we know there are many other clubs 
across the city that are also looking to develop similar ‘hub’ identities.”

For more information contact ktavender@bristolrugby.co.uk.

The Gloucester Rugby Community 
Charity is delighted to confirm that it has 
received a generous grant of £20,000 
from Postcode Community Trust for the 
new ‘Tackling Stigma’ programme.

Postcode Community Trust is a grant-
giving charity, funded entirely by players 
of People’s Postcode Lottery.

The Gloucester Rugby Community 
Charity sets out to support girls aged 
11-16 years with their mental health 
and wellbeing through the new ‘Tackling 
Stigma’ programme.

Through rugby, we would build resilience, open conversations about 
wellbeing, care for others, whilst allowing participants to be physically 
active and learning about the importance of good nutrition and a healthy 
diet.

We will help to overcome barriers to participation and build communities 
that can support each other.

The project would be aimed at girls aged 11-16, in many schools across 
Gloucestershire and the surrounding areas, with a participant target of 
2000 taking part.

Research shows that mental health problems affect 1 in 10 children 
and young people, including depression, anxiety & conduct disorder. By 
improving emotional wellbeing, we can help to reduce the number of 
children with mental health problems and all together reduce demand for 
NHS services later in life.

We aim to increase the amount of extra-curricular physical activity 
undertaken per week, which will help reduce antisocial behaviour, but also 
have a positive wider health impact.

Gloucester Rugby Mixed Ability team get off to a 
winning start!

The Gloucester Rugby 
Community Team have been 
busy carrying out coaching 
sessions across the county, 
following the creation of the 
new Mixed Ability Rugby 
programme.

Mixed Ability Rugby is a 
simplified version of the game, 
for men and women of all 
abilities, disabilities and ages.

And they recently had the 
chance to pull on the famous 
Cherry and White jersey 
for their first competitive 
fixture against the Worcester 
Warriors Mixed Ability team, and just like the first team fixture at Kingsholm 
that night, the Cherry and Whites came out on top!

Gloucester Rugby join forces with Katharine 
Lady Berkeley and Renishaw to inspire girls into 
engineering and rugby! #TacklingStigma

Gloucester Rugby Community team have joined forces with Renishaw, and 
Katharine Lady Berkeley to inspire teenage girls to take up apprenticeships 
in engineering and try rugby under the new Tackling Stigma programme.

The girls were given a tour of 
the fantastic facility at Renishaw, 
before taking to the rugby field 
for coaching from the Gloucester 
Rugby Community team.

“Head of coaching and delivery 
Terry Fanolua” was delighted 
at one of the success stories of 
the day not only did one of the 
girls genuinely want to explore 
the possibility of moving into 
engineering but also had never 
played rugby before and wants 
to start playing girls rugby for a 
local team. 

FOUNDATION LAUNCHES FIRST 
FULLY INCLUSIVE RUGBY HUB AT 

ST MARY’S OLD BOYS RFC

GLOUCESTER RUGBY COMMUNITY CHARITY 
RECEIVES HUGE GRANT FROM POSTCODE 

COMMUNITY TRUST
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SAFEGUARDING
On 20th November 2017, 30 Club Safeguarding Officers 
[CSOs] attended an O2 NSPCC Online Safety Presentation 
at Kingsholm.  

Delivered by Julie Campbell, we were educated on how to keep our 
children safe online. The overwhelming message was to talk to your 
children, find out what apps and social media sites they’re using and who 
they’re talking to and to beware of strangers trying to engage with them 
online. We were also informed that there is an O2 NSPCC trained Guru 
in every O2 Phone shop. The Guru will teach parents how to set parental 
controls on various bits of electronic equipment. 

For more advice on how to set parental controls please go to: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/

online-safety/parental-controls/
Cybercrime is a crime that involves a computer and a network. 

These are offences that are committed against individuals, or groups 
of individuals, with a motive to intentionally harm the reputation of an 
individual or cause physical or mental harm. 

With the use of ‘WhatsApp’ or’ Snapchat’, it’s not uncommon now for 
age groups within a club to set up their own group ‘chat rooms’. These 
groups become unmonitored and can lead to incidents of bullying. 

I have joined up with Joanne Bocko, from Avon & Somerset Constabulary, 
who delivers a programme to children on Cyberbullying.  Joanne has been 
delivering the tailored sessions in Schools around our area, so I asked her 
if she would be willing to deliver to mini and youth sectors within our 
rugby clubs.   Joanne explains: what it is; the different types of cyber 
bullying; the effects of it and who to go to if it’s happening to you. It’s a 
very informative and interactive session. There are limited sessions but if 
you’re interested in having the programme delivered at your club, please 
get in touch with me at safeguardsouth@gloucestershirerfu.co.uk 

On 4th December 2017, we held our first Club Safeguarding Officers’ 
Club Audit ‘Pod’. A total of 10 clubs from the north of the county 
attended. Club Audits are an RFU annual Requirement of the RFU as per 

Regulation 21. I found it to be a really valuable session, getting to meet 
new CSOs and for the CSOs to network among themselves. Thank you 
to RDO Morgana Simpson for attending and offering advice and support. 

We will be holding a similar Audit Pod in the south of the county in the 
2018-2019 season. 

Finally, I’m often asked what constitutes a Safeguarding referral. This is 
not prescriptive but, in essence, the following should be reported:  
•	 Any	harmful	interaction	between	an	adult	and	child
•	 Children	 displaying	 harmful	 behaviour	 towards	 another	 child	 /	

children
•	 Incidents	between	adults	in	front	of	children
•	 Concerns	for	the	wellbeing	of	a	child	outside	of	the	rugby	environment
•	 Any	behaviour	by	an	adult,	especially	if	in	a	position	of	trust,	ie	coach,	

that indicates they have:
•	 behaved	in	a	way	that	has	harmed,	or	may	have	harmed	a	child
•	 possibly	committed	a	criminal	offence	against	or	related	to	a	child,	

or 
•	 behaved	towards	a	child	or	children	in	a	way	that	indicates	

unsuitability to work with children

In all cases the welfare of the child / children is paramount.
The RFU’s Safeguarding Policy, Toolkit and RFU Regulation 21, set out 
its requirements and aims to assist clubs in ensuring that the welfare of 
children remains of paramount importance. 

Thank you for all your hard work and commitment keeping our 
young players safe within GRFU. In particular the following three Club 
Safeguarding Officers have received recognition for the outstanding work 
they’re doing within their clubs. Stacey Meechan from Spartans RFC, Tom 
Nurse from Minchinhampton RFC and James Farnfield from Clifton RFC. 
Thank you and stay safe. 
Tracy Sparrow
GRFU Safeguarding Sector Head 

COMBINATION ROUND UP
Bristol & District Combination
The Combination noted that Bristol Referees Society’s appointments 
team, coordinated by Ian Hillier, have had some 1,262 match requests to 
date this season, with 1,000 covered, 221 games cancelled, giving a 96% 
coverage achieved. Also, 62 matches have enjoyed teams of 3 appointed, 
often with new members as AR on one line or even on both lines, to gain 
valuable education with an experienced referee in the middle.  
The Society is also working towards getting each active referee to increase 
the number of matches at which they officiate.  Not least to ensure total 
match coverage, but also to increase the experience and confidence levels 
of Society members achieved by them officiating more regularly. 

However, it was reported that sometimes a basic lack of respect is 
shown to officials - rudeness and personal attacks are totally unacceptable. 
It is clear that age-grade rugby has more of an issue than the adult game.

Wadworth 6X Cup Competitions
Bowl Semi-Finals - Southmead v Bristol Barbarians and Broad Plain v Old 
Colstonians
Vase Semi-Finals - Barton Hill v Bristol Saracens will play Old Bristolians 
in the final date (TBC)
Cup Semi-Finals - Clifton v Old Reds and Cleve v WSM – Cleve won 
67-24
Possible Final – Memorial Stadium – Thursday 3rd May – 7.30pm

Stroud & District Combination
The Senior Final between Cirencester and Dursley will take place @ 
Painswick RFC on 31/3. 
The Bill Adams (Minor) Trophy will take place @ Fairford RFC on 21/4 
and the Junior Cup/Plate @ Dursley RFC on a date TBC. 

A return Level 9 Combination match v Bristol Combination will be 
played at Lockleaze under lights on 18/4. 2 Vets matches v Cheltenham 
Combination will be played on 28/3 (Smiths RFC) and 25/4 (Stroud RFC).

The 9 mainly rural clubs are experiencing mixed fortunes on-field with 
most mid-table.  Nearly all clubs have put out extra teams whether 2nd 
XV, 3rd XV or Colts. Rugby at men’s adult level is slowly growing but 
irregular. 

Dursley Ladies lead their RFU League. Cirencester, Dursley and 
Painswick have girls’ teams.

All clubs’ Mini and Youth sections are doing very well with good playing 
numbers and participation in County Cup competitions. 

Forest of Dean Combination
The Combination Cup Finals dates and location are as follows:
Minor Cup – Final to be played at Drybrook on Saturday 28th April 2018. 
Junior Cup – Final to be played at Ross on Wye on Saturday 5th May 
2018.
Senior Cup – Final to be played at Cinderford on Sunday 6th May 2018.

The Wayne Barnes Charity event will be held at Lydney RFC on Sunday 
6th May 2018.

Of concern is the lack of 2nd Team matches being played due to 
opposition cancelling fixtures.  This matter was again raised at the GRFU 
Game Management Board meeting at Dursley.
North Gloucestershire Combination
The chairman congratulated Coney Hill RFC on reaching the last eight 
of the National Cup and wished them luck in the game away to Windsor 
RFC.

The secretary will write to each club requesting at least one member 
from each club be nominated to attend a referee course. In the event of 
a non-referee society appointment, the affected club will have a qualified 
member to officiate the game. 

Match referees have been appointed to the combination cup finals at 
Kingsholm on April 29th but, as it coincides with the County Junior Finals, 
assistant referees may be asked to officiate at more than one final. 

Cheltenham & District Combination
The Combination Cup finals this season will be hosted by Cheltenham 
Saracens on 28 April.

 A ‘WhatsApp’ group has been started or local clubs to help them 
arrange fixtures and borrow players when short.  The Central Rugby 
Fixture Pool was also explained.

Two Veterans’ matches against Stroud have been agreed for 23 March 
in Cheltenham and 25 April in Stroud.
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COACHES CORNER
What is Game Changers?

Game Changers is a series on the England Rugby YouTube channel 
showcasing the latest games being delivered by local Community Rugby 

Coaches, CRCs, across the country.
Based around the CARDS principle and the Principles of Play these 

games will allow your players to explore the game in a different way.

What is CARDS?
CARDS is a principle used by the England Rugby U18 Coaching team of 
John Fletcher & Russel Earnshaw, in developing the next generation of 

England Rugby players, both on and off the field.

OBJECTIVE:
Build interaction between players, - understand ‘Go Forward’ principle - being 

creative with catch/pass skill.

CONDITIONS 
Spilt into 2 teams and within each team pair up by linking arms.

Pairs must be linked when receiving or making a pass.
When in possession of the ball encourage go forward & support from other 

pairs. 
If touched by a defending pair a pass must be made. Encourage different types 

of passing. 

PROGRESSION
Add in a roaming player, who is on their own, encourage support play & 

continuity with this player as they can’t score

Let us know how you get on with Pairs Touch by contacting your Community 
Rugby Coach who is there to help you with any coaching needs

Ceri Large – Forest of Dean – cerilarge@rfu.com
Jake McMahon  – Gloucester City – jakemcmahon@rfu.com

Ben Smith – Cheltenham/Cotswold – bensmith@rfu.com
Simon Martin – Stroud/Cotswold – simonmartin@rfu.com

Stuart Bradfield – Bristol – stuartbradfield@rfu.com 
Elliot Nightingale – Bristol – elliotnightingale@rfu.com

David Hilton – Bristol – davidhilton@rfu.com 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE
Bill Creed War Hero and Cheltenham 

RFC (Tigers) Player
[Material provided by John Woodward, Cheltenham Tigers Club Historian]

At a time when the film world is featuring Dunkirk and Churchill 
(‘Darkest Hour’) here is a reminder of one of our own local heroes, 
Bill Creed, who played for Cheltenham Tigers some 75 years ago. 
He was also a fighter pilot who had the unfortunate habit of losing his 
planes!!

Bill Creed played for Cheltenham RFC from 1950 to 1955, he was 
mainly captain of the Town 2nd XV, playing hooker, prop or second row. 
During this period, Bill will have been kept out of the 1st XV by such 
players as Tom Price (England), Bumps Carpenter (Gloucestershire), 
Alan Townsend (Gloucestershire), Freddie Steinhobel (South Africa), 
Peter D’Amoore (MC) and Sam Cook (Gloucestershire).

Bill is standing in the back row 4th from the right. Standing on the 
extreme right is a youthful Barrie Lewis who went on to become 
President of GRFU.

Bill’s exploits in WW2 were remarkable. He was shot down and had 
his plane sabotaged, resulting in him baling out no less than 4 times! 

After volunteering he was trained in Canada, California and the 
Mojave Desert. Posted back to Wiltshire he was soon moved to South 
Glamorgan and served under Group Captain Ira Jones, a former Welsh 
scrum half. After a posting to Norfolk he was sent to Northern Ireland 
where his plane was sabotaged, causing his first bale out. Moving to 
West Africa, more dangerous sorties resulted in two further bale outs 
and he crash landed his Hurricane at El Ribeigi in the Western Desert.

A copy of his log in Jan 1943 pictured above shows how he 
was shot down in Italy and was captured by the Germans; 
eventually being liberated by the advancing Americans.

Reading this it must make most of our lives seem dull? A timely 
reminder of why we owe the previous generations so much.

 
 

  
 

SENIOR COUNTY RUGBY
I was recently loaned the County Centenary Yearbook 1878 – 1978 and an 
interesting read it was. Many of the older readers will need no reminding 
of Gloucestershire’s proud heritage, although some of the younger readers 
may. Lancashire has won the championship, which started in 1889, a record 
24 times with Gloucestershire second on 17. However, Gloucestershire 
has made the most appearances in the final - 33 – and hold the unique 
record of having performed a hat trick of victories on 3 occasions; 1920,21, 
&22; 1930,31, &32; and 1974,75, &76.

County rugby has, of course, undergone many changes over the years and 
significantly so since professionalism was introduced in 1995. Since 2007 
the top competition has been labeled the Bill Beaumont Cup.  Although 
players at Levels 1 &2 are ineligible to play, the competition still represents 
a prestigious opportunity for players at lower levels and for those who 
don’t wish to be full time professional rugby players.

One of the most fascinating aspects of reviewing the Centenary Yearbook, 
was to read about the early years when Gloucestershire entertained 
touring teams starting with the Maoris in 1988-89. 

The Maori football team toured these Isles playing no fewer than 54 
games, making a modern Lions tour seem like a weekend break.

They played infront of 8,000 people in Gloucester with Gloucester 
providing 11 players, Clifton, 2 and 1 each from the Royal Agricultural 
College, Cirencester and the Bristol Medics.

Next up, although 17 years later, was South Africa in 1906; Australia 
followed in 1908 and South Africa once again in 1912. Although losing these 
encounters, all accounts suggested that the County side performed well. 
The most impressive performance was, however, against the all-conquering 
New Zealand team of 1924-25 in front of 12,000 spectators. The County 
played against a nearly full strength All Black side, only going down by two 
tries. The first victory as far as I can ascertain was in 1926 when the County 
beat the Maoris by 3 points at the Bristol Memorial Ground.

As touring sides became more frequent the records show that in 
subsequent years Gloucestershire combined with Somerset to entertain 
them.
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